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Thirty-six years ago this month, Ohev Shalom of 

Bucks County was incorporated as a nonprofit 

organization under the laws of the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania. Our first service was a Purim 

celebration in March 1976. That was followed by a 

model Seder and monthly Friday evening services. 

All of these events took place at the Friends 

Meeting House in Southampton. Hebrew school was 

held in congregantsõ homes that first year. 

Ohev Shalom was founded in 1976 by young Jewish 

families who had recently moved to this area of 

Bucks County. They were sort of pioneers. There 

was no synagogue in the immediate area to serve 

their Jewish religious, educational and social needs 

or offer a Jewish education for their children. The 

membership of the newly formed Ohev Shalom, the 

Board of Directors, and officers were young people 

in their early thirties raising children of Pre-School 

and elementary school age. When we celebrated 

our first Bar Mitzvah, I was but eleven years older 

than the Bar Mitzvah himself.  

I recall well visiting with members of our sixty-

family congregation in the winter of 1978. We set 

out to raise money to purchase our first building 

from the Addisville Reform Church. This building is 

presently known as Founders Hall. We were not 

raising money from members well established in 

their careers or with grown children and 

discretionary money. Contributors were young 

families who had recently took on a new mortgage 

on a suburban home. They had reached deeply into 

their pockets and hearts to build a home for 

themselves and their children which would be the 

center of their Jewish lives.  

That summer, when we purchased our first home, 

our synagogue doubled in size from sixty to one 

hundred and twenty families. Even before the phrase 

became popular, we learned that if you build it, they 

will come. We were tremendously proud of that 

building which put our name and a Jewish star 

publicly visible on Second Street Pike. The Jewish 

community had arrived. 

We were experiencing almost meteoric growth. By 

1982 we were a congregation of some two hundred 

and fifty families. I was graduating from Rabbinical 

School and the synagogue was ready to engage a full 

time Rabbi. Those same young families joined by 

many others of approximately the same age made 

the commitment to build a new Sanctuary and Social 

Hall, office space and library which we dedicated in 

1983. They were still young families with young 

children taking on a sacred responsibility of building 

a new house of G-d.  

That we made some mistakes along the way was 

unavoidable. Looking back, I see how much we did 

right and it was done by these young families. Friday 

night Shabbat services were well attended each 

Shabbat. Our members felt a responsibility to attend. 

Without their presence, they knew there was no 

synagogue. Our first major concert featured the 

popular band out of Boston known as Safam. With a 

congregation of some three hundred families then, 

we had some eight hundred in attendance that 

evening. Safam returned to Ohev Shalom three more 

times over the years along with many other major 

performers and personalities of note. Our recent 

evening with Mitch Albom, an overwhelming success 

in every way, follows a long Ohev Shalom tradition 

Rabbi Eliott Perlstein  

We can again be 

pioneers in building our 

synagogue that meets 

the spiritual challenges 

and needs of the  

twenty -first century 

The Rabbiõs Study Pioneers Again 

Continued on Page 18 

¶ Fairy Godmothers Inc.  Please help an underprivileged girl go to her prom this coming year.  If you have any gently worn prom like 

dresses in your closet, please contact Anita Dorfman at 215-364-1451. 

¶ The Women's Monthly Torah Study Group meets the third Tuesday of the month at a host home.  Please contact Florrie Fisher 

at FlorrieF@MSN.com for more details. 

¶ Drivers Needed.  Drivers are needed on Saturdays for the shuttle bus for ATM members to attend services.  Drivers pick up the van 

from Ohev Shalom about 8:15 Saturday mornings & pick up members from the Stern Center in Northeast Philadelphia & homes in the 

area.  They drive them home following Services & Kiddush at approx. 1:15pm.  Contact Patty Witt at pwitt@ohev.org for information.  

¶ Ohev Shalom Welcoming Committee .  We are always happy to "welcome" new greeters - if you are available to be an occasional 

Shabbat greeter, email Marnie Dratch at MDratch@comcast.net. 

¶ Cook for a Friend .  We need your help!  Volunteer at Ohev Shalom on the 3rd Wednesday of every month. 

 Getting Involved at Ohev Shalom 

mailto:FlorrieF@MSN.com
mailto:pwitt@ohev.org
mailto:MDratch@comcast.net
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From the President 
Lately, there have been a number of meetings about 

implementing the ideas that came out of our HeAtid 

strategic planning process. The one that excited me the 

most was a session led by Rachel Saks and Michael 

Schwartz. Promoting a volunteer culture was their topic. 

Michael has had extraordinary success coordinating and 

promoting volunteerism with our Ohev Players. Rachel's 

experience with our preschool has exposed her to one of 

the sources of Ohev's most prolific and enthusiastic 

volunteers. Together, their mission is to revitalize Ohev's 

volunteer culture. 

Many believe that our notions of tikkun olam include a 

commitment to community service. We repair our world 

in many ways, in our congregation as well as in our larger 

communities. The notion of a volunteer culture 

encompasses far more than finding someone to serve on 

the next committee or plan the next event. It's not just 

finding people to fill out a slate for the next board 

election. It can also be about joining together to spend a 

day at JRA, or organizing a day of service in honor of Dr. 

King. It is about being a community where serving is 

important and respected. It means nurturing and 

supporting the volunteers who make Ohev work, and 

honoring them for their effort. 

Lay leadership is about encouraging new ideas and trying 

new systems. One of the things our Board has learned is 

to focus on value first. The key to any successful 

enterprise is to offer value, and that is what Ohev 

leadership is learning - to offer value. We want to offer 

you value for your membership before we ask you for 

anything. Worship services that enhance your Jewish lives.  

Programs that entertain you and educate you. Religious 

school that lives up to the standards that you want for 

your children. We want to offer you a full array of 

meaningful Jewish experiences before asking you for 

anything, especially your money. 

We're learning to approach volunteerism the same way. 

It's easy to say that volunteers are the lifeblood of an 

organization like ours. It's stating the obvious. Volunteers 

provide thousands of hours of service to Ohev every 

year. So, "do the math." Volunteers are priceless, and give 

a veritable fortune in services to our community. We 

need to offer value to our volunteers, in the form of 

respect for their time and the importance of their 

commitment. We need to acknowledge everything that 

you do when you volunteer for Ohev, and to thank you 

when you're done. 

The Ohev Players have been doing all that and more for 

years, building and enhancing a team of volunteers that 

produces extraordinary results. Scores of volunteers put 

in hundreds of hours, and the results are pure magic.  

Time after time, their productions surprise and impress 

thousands of Ohev and Bucks County theater goers. This 

year will be no different, when Annie brings her sunshine 

to Richboro. We have much to learn from what the Ohev 

Players bring to our community, and much to thank them 

for. Be part of the audience when they take the stage this 

month, when you can do just that. 

Hal Barrow  

President  

Promoting a volunteer culture 

Volunteers are 

priceless, and 

give a 

veritable 

fortune in 

services to our 

community 

See Hal on Comcast Newsmakers discussing our synagogue's celebration of 36 years of Jewish life in Bucks County 

at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNs70dxZMcE 

#1ɕ +ÉÄȭÓ $ÁÙ ÁÔ /ÈÅÖ 3ÈÁÌÏÍ 
January 8th was CQ Kids Day at Ohev 
Shalom. We had young boys from our school 
get on the air for the first time to make local 
and long distance contacts! They spoke to 
Chicago, Mississippi, New Jersey and people 
in Langhorne Pa. Our radio operators learned 
about radio transmission, and tuning a radio 
and an antenna. The surprise in their faces 
was awesome! They learned how to say their 
names phonetically and received certificates of 
operation. They had a great time! 
There will be other opportunities for radio fun 
in the summer for ARRL Field Day activities at 
Ohev Shalom. 
Dave Weiss K3FT 
 
(*CQ means, òCalling all stationsó) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNs70dxZMcE
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Dear Parents, 

On Saturday night, February 4th, 7 to 10 p.m. something unique will be 

happening in the American Jewish community ð The Bucks County 

Jewish Jam, a multi-denominational dance-social featuring A Sharp 

Production for Jewish youth in grades 6 through 8 . 

 Ohev is proud to be collaborating with Shir Ami and ALL of the other 

Bucks County synagogues as well as BBYO in making this an event to 

remember. Go to http://ohevshalomlearning.wikispaces.com/file/view/

BucksCountyJewishJamFlier.pdf to download the flyer.  

Youth directors from throughout Bucks County have heard for years 

about the dances at St. Bedeõs that attract so many of our Jewish youth. 

òWhy canõt we do something like that?ó parents ask. The Bucks County 

Jewish Jam is our answer. If we can get a whole bunch of Jewish middle-

schoolers and 6th graders out on a Saturday night when there arenõt many bõnai mitzvah, then we have a 

fighting chance of creating a safe and fun environment for our Jewish tweens and young teens to gather on a 

more regular basis in the future. We wonõt be able to compete with dances that occur during Shabbat, but 

during the winter months we can make great use of Saturday nights when the sun sets early. We are 

counting on YOUR encouragement and support to make this experiment a success! 

All you and your child have to do is to go to the registration site at bit.ly/BucksCountyJewishJam and 

register. Your child can bring his/her payment of $10 to the door along with a donation to Cradles to 

Crayons.  Please join us in creating something new and exciting for our Jewish kids! We just might be 

setting an example for other communities throughout North America to follow! 

Lõshalom, 

Rabbi Dan Aronson 

Learning FUN Experiences 

Rabbi Daniel Aronson  

Director of  

Congregational Learning  

You do not need to be a 

member of Ohev 

Shalom or any other 

synagogue to 

participate. This event 

is open to Jewish youth 

of all stripes, affiliated 

or not!  

Mechina class (2nd grade) prepared first aid kits for the seniors at the Klein Branch JCC.  

Pictured with half of the Kesher class is madricha Erica Weiss. Their teachers are Barbara Glickman and Annie Bloom.  

 

January 15th was the Religious 

School Day of Service. Several 

classes made first aid kits and 

breakfast kits, crafted beautiful 

picture frames, and made beautiful 

cards for the elderly at the Klein 

Branch JCC. The Kesher (1st grade) 

class braved the chilly temperatures 

to clean the perimeter of Ohev's 

property. And the Hei class (7th 

grade) spent the day learning about 

the role of Rabbi Abraham Joshua 

Heschel in the civil rights movement 

and presenting some of what they 

learned to the rest of the Religious 

School.  

Thank you to all the parents who 

contributed items for the day of 

service and to Shelley Geltzer, adult 

services program director at the 

Klein Branch JCC, our partner in the 

day of service. 

http://ohevshalomlearning.wikispaces.com/file/view/BucksCountyJewishJamFlier.pdf
http://ohevshalomlearning.wikispaces.com/file/view/BucksCountyJewishJamFlier.pdf
http://ohevshalomlearning.wikispaces.com/file/view/BucksCountyJewishJamFlier.pdf
http://ohevshalomlearning.wikispaces.com/file/view/BucksCountyJewishJamFlier.pdf
bit.ly/BucksCountyJewishJam
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Ohev Shalom members Eli Sadoff, Avi Gordon, Matthew Smith 

and friend at Camp Ramah.  

Jewish learning on the internet - 

except on Shabbat!  

Since I spent the last few months writing about topics that interested me, I thought that this 

month I would write about a topic that interests my wife and other women: Shopping.  And the 

Internet is a great place to go shopping.   

When the Internet was first started (and not by Al Gore) it was a place for scientists to talk 

about their research and Star Trek.  However, once the public learned about the Internet, 

businesses started using it to sell their products.  So this month, I will talk about places to buy 

interesting things on the Internet. 

Since one of my favorite things is food, the first website that I will talk about is 

www.aviglatt.com.  It is the website of a store in Brooklyn that sells a variety of Kosher 

products.  They have everything from complete prepared meals to Halvah.  They also have 

accessories like Shabbat Candles and cooking supplies.  My favorite product that they sell is a 

crock-pot liner.  Considering that Cholent is made in crock-pots, this must be a pretty strong 

product. 

There are also many Israeli companies that have a presence on the Internet.  Many of them are places to buy tacky tourist gifts like t-shirts 

and hats: http://www.israel-catalog.com.  I guess that it is cheaper than paying for an airline ticket and going there yourself.  I like the Guns 

and Moses t-shirt.  When we were in Israel last summer I got it for myself as a keychain.   

Other websites talk about shopping in Israel.  My favorite is a blog from a woman writing 

about life in Israel.  She gives a great description of what it is like to go to a supermarket in 

Israel: http://www.thebigfelafel.com/supermarket-shopping-online-in-israel/.       More than 

once I watched the person on line in front of me leave their cart and go to pick up òa few 

more itemsó. 

Besides these general sites there are a number 

of sites that sell a single product.  Their names 

usually tell you what they sell: www.kipot.com, 

www.talit.com and http://www.tefillin.biz, and 

they are very instructional.  The talit site 

includes a size selection table.  That is news to 

me as I always thought that they only came in 

one size.  Also, the tefillin website sells regular 

and Chabad sizes. 

Jewish Websites by Steven Smith 

The Mama Doni Band rocked Ohev Shalom on January 15th.  

This popular children's Jewish rock band came to Ohev thanks to a grant from the Judge Harold and Renee Berger Family Synagogue 

Network, a project of Jewish Learning Venture in cooperation with the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia.  

The final two programs in the Family Arts Series will be Summertime Fun and Folk Dancing on February 5 and a family-friendly klezmer 

concert by the Ken Ulansey Ensemble on March 25.  Register online at ohev.org. 

http://www.aviglatt.com
http://www.israel-catalog.com
http://www.thebigfelafel.com/supermarket-shopping-online-in-israel/
http://www.kipot.com
http://www.talit.com
http://www.tefillin.biz
ohev.org
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One of the greatest honors that a Jew can have is to 

read from the Torah. This month there is a lot to 

see and hear on Shabbat morning during our 

services.  

There are two special readings that require extra 

preparation and chanting skills. On February 4, 

Warren Verbit will read the portion in Bõshallach 

known as the òSHIRó which is the song Moses sang 

as the Jews crossed the sea. On February 11, Liz 

Nover will read the ò10 Commandmentsó from 

Parsha Yitro.  We all stand during these readings 

primarily for the content of Torah verses, but I also 

like to think we are standing to acknowledge the 

dedication and skill of these readers.  

Every week you see several readers who have 

prepared a few verses. This month we will have 

students from our Religious School included in the 

Torah service.  Some are first-year learners who are 

just learning a few notes and gaining some 

experience. Some are second-year and able to read 

alone instead of in a group. Torah reading is a skill 

that takes time and effort. 

Some of the adults you see know trope because they 

have learned it over the years. Some of our readers 

learned by listening to a prerecording of their part. 

The most important aspect of all of this is to have 

the opportunity to be as close to the Torah as you 

can. There is no way to get closer to the Torah than 

to have a Yad in your hand and having it touch the 

Torah. 

There are a few adults who are learning trope. If you 

get a chance to read from the Torah then learn 

today. Join me and your friends in Torah Trope for 

Troopers. It will last a lifetime. 

Cantor Paul Frimark  

Cantorõs Notes 
Learning to òLaynó or 

Chanting 101 

Torah Trope For Troopers  

Instructor Cantor Paul Frimark  

February 5, 12 and March 4, 18 and April 15  

10:30 - 11:30 am in the Adath Tikvah -Montefiore Chapel  

Member of  

United Synagogue  

of Conservative  

Judaism 

215-322-9819 Rabbi@ohev.org  

215-322-9595, ext 15  daronson@ohev.org  

215-322-9595, ext 54  cantor@ohev.org  

215-322-9595, ext 55  fporitsky@ohev.org  

215-322-9583, ext 21  lpenchansky@ohev.org  

Dr. Eliott N. Perlstein, Rabbi  

Rabbi Daniel Aronson,  Dir. of Congregational Learning  

Paul Frimark, Cantor  

Fred Z. Poritsky, Executive Director  

Lori -An Penchansky,  Dir. of Early Education  

Ohev Shalom 

 of Bucks County 

215-322-9595 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Hal Barrow, President   

 215-380-9617 president@ohev.org  

Barry Klein, 1st Vice President  

Jonathan Adar, 2nd Vice President  

Michael Wexler, 3rd Vice President  

Stuart Perrone, Treasurer  

Edie Robinson, Recording Secretary  

Joshua Laff, Legal Counsel 

David Weiss, Building Chairperson  

Barry Dratch, Corresponding Secretary  

Gary M. Freedman, Dove Tale Editor  

Eric Rothstein, At Large Delegate  

Rachel Saks, At Large Delegate  

Michael Schwartz, At Large Delegate  

Stephen Wouch, At Large Delegate  

Nancy Swerdlow, Education Co -Chairperson  

Joanne Adar, Education Co -Chairperson  

Al Brodsky, Finance Chairperson  

Lynne Poritsky, Fundraising Chairperson  

Mona Steiger, Membership Chairperson  

Stuart Mickelberg, Pre -school Chairperson  

Mandy Rothstein, PTO Co -Chair  

Natalie Kremsky, PTO Co -Chair  

Esther Fine, Ritual Chairperson  

Marc Weiss, Social Action Chairperson  

Jennifer Cheifetz, Youth Co -Chair  

Ivy Frajerman, Youth Co -Chair  

Jerry Gottesman, Hazak President  

Ron Wolf, Menõs Club 

Roberta Gordon, Sisterhood Co -President  

Iris Segal, Sisterhood Co -President  

Arlene Rosenbaum, Immediate Past President  

Past Presidents: Natalie H. Brooks, Laurie Segal, 

Barbara Kind Berman, Bruce M. Shapiro, David 

Friedman, Mark Shapiro, Mark R. Pachman, 

Mitch Ziegler, Bruce Baron, Fredi Lisgar  

Synagogue Office Staff  

Carol Blakesley  

Elizabeth Gallagher  

Paula Segal 

Patty Witt  

Ellie Zmuida  

mailto:Rabbi@ohev.org
mailto:daronson@ohev.org
mailto:cantor@ohev.org
mailto:fporitsky@ohev.org
mailto:lpenchansky@ohev.org
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The Lasko College Prep Program  

is a FREE college readiness program for 

rising Jewish high school seniors. 

¶ Paid 7-week summer internship at local Jewish organization 

¶ SAT/ACT tutoring and social activities 

¶ College admissions counseling & financial aid advising 

¶ Support offered throughout senior year  

Call JEVS Career Strategies at 215 -854-1834  
Inquire about income eligibility  

JEVS Human Services partners with the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia 

LEGENDS OF MAHANE 80 with historian Peter Margolis 

Ohev Shalom on Thursday, February 2 at 7:30 p.m.  

The British Armyõs Camp 80 (Mahane shmonim in Hebrew) near Hadera 

was the site of a daring raid by the pre-state Jewish underground military 

organization Etzel (Hebrew acronym for Irgun Tzvai Leumi, or National 

Military Organization). Both the camp and the raidõs commander became 

iconic figures in Israeli history.  This lecture will shed light on the day and 

the man that made Camp 80 famous. 

Peter Margolis, historian extraordinaire, is a doctoral student in Religion at 

Temple University. He earned his BA and MA degrees in Jewish Studies at 

the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In his òday job,ó he is the Director of 

Distance Education at Community College of Philadelphia. He has de-

signed, developed, and taught online and in-class Jewish Studies courses. 

OHEV USY 
From December 22-25, Ohev Shalom gathered up volunteers and rolled out the red carpet for USY pre-convention 

guests from Northern California and our own HaGesher regions.  Ohevõs USY, which was awarded òChapter of the 

Yearó for the region, was called upon to host almost 100 participants, who spent several days at Ohev prior to 

attending USYõs International Convention in Philadelphia from December 25-29.   The Ohev USY members showed 

the sights of Philadelphia to their California guests on Thursday, and then settled in with their HaGesher friends for a 

memorable Shabbat.  The USYers led services for the congregation, then gathered for an afternoon of enthusiastic 

singing and interactive workshops.  The weekend ended with Sunday brunch provided by our Menõs Club, and a 

joyful send-off to the International Convention.  This fantastic weekend would not have been possible without an 

AMAZING volunteer effort.   Ohev members, those with and without USYers, came together to host the teenagers 

in their homes, and make them welcome at our Shul, preparing and serving meals over the weekend.   Thank you to: 

Menõs Club Sisterhood Hazak 

Rita & Al Brodsky Marnie & Barry Dratch Ivy Frajerman 

Sybil Freedman Arlene & Paul Frimark Jerry Gottesman 

Roberta & Greg Gordon Joy & Craig Haberman Lisa & Lee Jaffee 

Judy & Barry Klein Marci & Steve Laderman Joyce & Allen Laiter 

Debbie & Brian Levin Edie & Alan Robinson Shelley & Andy Rosen 

Beth & Ari Sadoff Maxine Sadoff Andrea & Michael Seitchik 

Jenn & Gary Segal Paula & Stan Segal Iris & Adam Spector 

Sara & Al Torjman 

Paige DeYoung  

USY Advisor  

 

Jennifer Cheifetz 

and 

Ivy Frajerman, 

Youth Co -Chairs  

February 

¶ Sunday Feb 5th World Wide Wrap             

(1/22 or 1/29 Rabbi Aronson to work with classes to build Tefillin) 

¶ Sunday Feb 19th Menõs Club works with the JRA (Jewish Relief 

Agency) packing and delivering food 

March 

¶ Sunday March 11th Yom HaShoah candle project              

Box and hand out candles 

¶ Sunday March 11th Fundraiser 

¶ Thursday March 15th Poker tournament 

¶ Sunday March 18th Breakfast and Speaker              

Josh Mindlin will talk about on-line trading 

April 

¶ Sunday April 15th Breakfast and Speaker                       

Congressman Mike Fitzpatrick will discuss his trip to Israel 

May 

¶ Tuesday May 22nd Poker tournament 

MENõS CLUB SAVE THE DATES 

Susan.Schultz@jevs.org 

mailto:Susan.Schultz@jevs.org
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Emily Adar Max Adar Zacharie Albuck Josh Bellman Phyllis Bellman 

Ari Berkowitz Becky Berkowitz Barbara Kind Berman Lindsay Bilgram Nikki Bilgram 

Amanda Dedieu Madison Dedieu Anita Dorfman Barry Dratch Esther Fine 

Jared Fine Amanda Forman Elisa Forman Noah Frajerman Neal Freedman 

Eric Froberg Arielle Gelb Brooke Goldberg Scott Gordon Jerry Gottesman 

Sam Heller Eric Jaffee Lee Jaffee Ken Marblestone Phyllis Parkansky 

Drew Pollack Eric Rothstein Ben Rothstein Len Rubin Jordan Sabel 

Heather Schultz Melissa Schultz Danielle Schwartz Shira Schwartz Zachary Schwartz 

Charlotte Segal Jennifer Segal Sophie Snyder Shane Stoltz Brooke Torjman 

Sarah Washerstein Elise Weinstein Mollie Weinstein Taylor Weinstein Stephanie Williams 

Cindi Zimmerman 

The Cast  

TICKETS 
PATRON ~ $50  RESERVED ~ $30  GENERAL ~ $20 

For questions, contact 215-322-9595.   

Please make all checks payable to Ohev Shalom and mail with a  

self-addressed stamped envelope to:   

Ohev Shalom ~ 944 Second Street Pike ~ Richboro, PA 18954 

You can also purchase tickets at www.ohev.org.  Tickets will be 

mailed within two weeks of the show. 

SHOW TIMES  FEBRUARY 2012  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16  7:00 17 18   8:00 

19 11:00 

 4:00 

20 21 22 23  7:00 24 25  8:00 

26 12:30 

 5:00 

27      

Cast members rehearsing for Annie 

http://www.ohev.org/
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Dove Tale) How did you decide on òAnnieó as a play for Ohev Shalom this year? 

Michael Schwartz) Well, the production staff suggests shows based upon a number of factors: 

it should have name recognition, it must be able to be casted within our community (a 

large cast that contains children is ideal), it must be technically doable in our space, and it 

must be family friendly and appeal to all audiences.  After reading the scripts, I pick the 

show that best fits our requirements and it gets voted on by the committee.  Itõs then 

presented to the Ohev Board of Directors for final approval. 

 

DT) Tell us about the cast members in the show.  In addition to familiar faces from past 

productions, are there any new actors we will be seeing this year? 

MS) We were extremely happy with the turnout to auditions for this production.  "Annie" 

has attracted the largest cast since "Fiddler on the Roof" with over fifty cast members, one-

third of which are new to the Ohev Players.  Some of these new members have landed 

lead roles, including Phyllis Parkansky who shares the role of Annie with returning 

member, Amanda Forman.  Cindi Zimmerman is also featured as Ms. Hannigan.  Returning 

to the Ohev stage in lead roles include Ken Marblestone as Daddy Warbucks, Barbara Kind Berman as Ms. Hannigan, Danielle Schwartz 

and Anita Dorfman sharing the role of Grace, Scott Gordon and Eric Rothstein sharing the role of Rooster, and Elise Weinstein playing 

Lily. 

 

DT) Annie is already a kid-friendly show, but will there be a special 'kids' 

performance matinee like in past years? 

MS) As in the past, we are planning special kid interactive 

performances for our Sunday matinee performances as well as 

ômeet the castõ opportunities.  One new wrinkle this year is that 

we are planning a morning performance on February 19.  Due to 

the fact that Religious School is closed on that day, we are taking 

advantage by scheduling a performance for 11 a.m. 

 

DT) Do you think Annie has a particular appeal to Jewish audiences? 

MS) I don't think Annie has particular appeal to Jewish audiences 

per se ... it appeals to audiences of all ethnicities.  It has terrific 

music, a nice story and compelling characters.  The story is set in 

New York City in the 1930's during the depression when many 

Jews were immigrating from Europe, so in that respect there may 

be some added appeal.   

 

DT) Do you think there are themes from Annie's depression era that are still applicable today?   

MS) One primary theme that appears throughout the show is how optimism and positive energy can help the orphans overcome the harsh 

reality of their existence.  I think this parallels a growing trend in our society:  more and more people are looking inward and not relying 

on materialistic ways to find happiness.  Daddy Warbucks learns a valuable lesson about finding love and the true meaning of happiness. 

 

DT) Will the role of Sandy be played by a real dog? 

MS) Yes - the dog is real!  Ironically, the dog that we found has a connection to Ohev 

Shalom.  The dog's owner is the sister of our receptionist, Carol Blakesley.  

 

DT) How has your experience directing this show been different than in directing past shows at 

Ohev? 

MS) Each show that I have the privilege to direct is unique in its own way.  With this cast, 

it seems that they are all having fun learning their parts - more so than in recent years.  

When the cast is having fun, it translates into a high energy production.  I am looking 

forward to the end result.  There are always challenges to overcome but the experience 

of the production staff is a valuable asset when addressing these challenges. So far, so 

good. 

An Interview with Director Michael Schwartz 
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