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R a Our Next Highlight E

Our Evening with Mitch Albom was often presente will explore with us how we can each develop our
as an evening not to be missed. It was exactly the own personal relationships with-@. Judaism
There was an excitement and sense of anticipatiol permits and provides a real latitude in how we relaje
by the impressively large crowd that evening. to G-d. This will be an invaluable opportunity for 3}
Foll owing Mitch Al bomd toexamine ourfeelings about and our relationship
excitement and sense of satisfaction and with G-d.

appreciation by that crowd. This was surely one @ goy0ing a wonderful community Shabbat lunchedn,
the highlights of o_ur t_hlrty sixth annl_versary year.  naopbi Wolpe, involving members of our
There are more highlights to come in the months congregation as actors, will present a scene from 3
ahead. play he has written. Before the audience, Rabbi
Opportunities for Judaic learning and enjoying a = Wolpe will direct the actors to show how different
sense of community, which are hallmarks of our ' portrayals of the same material can relay far differgnt
synagogue, continue in the months ahead. | hope messages.

you will plan to be part of all or as much as possib gejng part of the entire Shabbat experience with ol:r
of our upcoming Scholar in Residence with Rabbi et Scholar, services, Shabbat meals and sessigns
Daniel Wolpe. We are happy to welcome Rabbi i e 5 tremendously rewarding experience. Fed

Wolpe to Ohev Shalom as he is somewhat unique free however to come to whatever parts of the
the American Rabbinate. Rabbi Wolpe is both a

Rabbi Eliott Perlstein

I hope you will plan to
weekend as you can, as you choose.

be a part of our rabbi and playwrite. He has a special expertise in ] o ]
the fields of film and TV and in particular its There is a very special .Joy_ when our cqmmunlw
upcoming Scholar in portrayal of the Jewish experience in America. comes together for enriching opportunities that our
] ) ] synagogue provides. | look forward to sharing thig
Residence with Rabbi Following our Kabbalat Shabbat service on Friday gy citing shabbat with you.
January 20 and our Shabbat Dinner, our first sess ) )
Daniel Wolpe. with Rabbi Wolpe promises to be an absolutely ~ MY best to you and your family for all good things jn

2012. | wish you a year of good health, happinesg
and prosperity. | hope that you may participle as

much as you can in the enriching experiences thatj
our synagogue offers.

fascinating one. In the Sanctuary at 7:45 pm, he v
discuss how Jews have been portrayed in movies
and TV and how this has changed over the years.

On Shabbat morning, at 11:00 am, Rabbi Wolpe v
engage us with a spiritual topic and experience. F Ra

bbi

J

What does it mean to be rich?
What does it take to have

everything that you need?

One recent Shabbat, Rabbi Perlstein talked about theShabbat morning, we read Torah with a Bat Mitzvah al
richness of Jewish life. Drawing from the Torah, he askéxr family.
us to think about the richness of our own Jewish lives.
Worship. Study. Community. Tikkun olam. We come to
synagogue for all of the things that connect us to each
other and to our traditions. And, in 48 amazing hours

And that night, Saturday night, was a night that we
always remember at Ohev Shalom. Mitch Albom grac
our Sanctuary, and enthralled with his insights on faith
' the belief in Gd. We shared that Sanctuary with our

Ohev was all that and more. In a span of one brilliant friends from throughout the community, and we all
weekend, Ohev was everythlng that.any of.us could waianeq apout the meaning of faith. A singing rabbi ang
our synagogue to be. The richness in our lives was

exploding right here in Richboro.

persevering pastor came to life, and we learned about
happiness and contentment.

Have you ever had Shabbat dinner with 350 of your
best friends? We did. On a beautiful Friday evening, thgjigious school and play rehearsal. It also saw the hez

children from our Early Education Center delighted us of Ohev, hosting hundreds of people, especially childre

with sopgs of Chan.ukah. We sha_red a delicious dinnerg., disadvantaged families in Bucks County, for a jo
and enjoyed watching the kids enjoy themselves. On

Sunday saw a beehive of Ohev activity, including

Continued on Page 3
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Cantor O0s N

Jewish Music has sometimes varied in its definition. Is it the style, the text, the language, the theme, or the
composer that makes it Jewish? Maybe all of the above are the answer. Or maybe none of them are necesds

On Saturday night November 19, 2011, | went to Klinger Middle School to hear the Southampton commun
orchestra. | went because the conductor is Marv Feld who not only conducts our choir at Ohev Shalom but i
one of the most talented and versatile musicians | know. Since | had not heard the Orchestra before, | thoug
would find out what | have missed.

What a great evening of music it was. The music involved fovi e
American in Paris weStas and StripeshFereupde foryalvouding encore $hat gaveattie s
program a happy ending that had the crowd yearning for more.

| could not have felt more at home if | were listening the orchestra in my own Shul. While reading the list of
musicians | noticed that congregants Ken Marblestone (in the Shabbatones by the way ) was one of the
clarinetists. Eli Segal (percussion) and Skyler Kohn (Alto Sax) were also in the orchestra. | also noticed Sol
engineer Mark Kolber from Ohev who runs the sounNgyjewi shod IMPNS
(way back when). Allan Silverberg was the Stage manager for the orchestra.

As | looked around the Audience, there were enough congregants to have done Havdalah and Maariv dur the Community
intermission. Skl erds family even won one of th anot
the musicians, and the audience.

The theme was movie music and not primarily Jewish in nature. That said, | know | look forward to other
Southampton Community Orchestra concerts. It is the next best thing to listen to music at Ohev Shalom. | hope
some of you will join me at the next concert and future concerts. You will probably see someone you know

NG y

See Hal on Comcast Newsmakers discussing
our synagogue's celebration of 36 years of Jewish life in Bucks County
at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNs70dxZMcE

From the President, Continued from Page 2

holiday party. Clowns and music and food (of course debt and creating reserves and endowments for our

there was food!) and gifts for the kids. Smiling faces future needs. It means having the systems and staffin
running around our Social Hall. Giving to the communitthat support our core services. And, it means having a
and helping to repair the world. dues and fee structure that attracts and retains active,

This what it means to be a sacred community. This ©n9gaged members for our sacred community.

was everything that any of us could want our synagogue Financial sustainability is the goal of every congrega
to be. This was the richness of Jewish life right here atand it was no surprise that developing a plan for our
home. This was the fruit of the labors of scores of financial future was targeted in the HeAtid a report.
dedicated, loving people. We are a vital Jewish Later this month, we hope to gather some of the great
community. Sustaining that community is the promise w@nds at Ohev in search of a few new great ideas.
made to ourselves when we committed to being Financial professionals are welcome, but so is anyone
members of Ohev Shalom. We must recommit ourselvéss ideas about how we manage our money. If you h
to creating experiences like the ones we just brindled iném idea, whatever side of the box it may be on, let's tal
one very special weekend. about it.

Sustaining our sacred community also means finding There is a wonderful spirit here at Ohev, a wonderfu
new ways and new resources to provide these richness of Jewish life. We owe it to ourselves, our
experiences. Financial sustainability is important to ourchildren and our Jewish community to input urge that
future. That means managing our money, reducing ourspirit and ensure its future.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNs70dxZMcE
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Rabbi Daniel Aronson

' Learning Experiefi¢es:

Learning
A group of educators and .“YPT-\"T' ' 5 Thelist-The O0Mustd Re
supporters of Jewish Learning | f
Venture recently enjoyed a privat_® ¥ One Book One Jewish Community
meeting with Martin Fletcher, one i\ Series for 20112012
-time NBC Tel Aviv Bureau Chief ..y
and correspondent, firime LA EVENER

The author paints for us a graphic picture of the battle fought by
Emmy Award winner, and THE LIST the pre-state Zionist resistance for the rights of Jews to make Isragl
acclaimed author. their home, and in so doing, challenges us to take an honest look [at
the methods of that battle. | gained an understanding of the Irgun
that | hadndét gained simply ffom i

In our meeting, Fletcher
shared candid reflections on the
Palestiniatisraeli conflict and on
Israel itself, subjects he knows
intimately. Witty, charming and

To extend the lessons presented by Martin Fletcher in his
magpnificent novel, Liz Nover and | have brought Gratz A la Carte

and Ohevds Jewish Learning I npgtit:
insightful, Fletcher not only respectively oversee, together in a series of presentations on
demonstrated how he had several of the books themes. |[fou
climbed to the top of his field, but he inspired me to read his first twc 4 ppreciate the programs, but t W
books:Breaking News: A Stunning and Memorable Accountof RepCp 5 | a Se gal in the Rabbids Sthdy

from Some of the Most Dangerous Places in thg Worfths Dunne

Books, 2008) antlvalking Israel: A Personal Search for the Soul of a
Nation(Thomas Dunne Books, 2010). | look forward to reading them
in the coming weeks. Preregistration is requested by calling Paula Segal at (215) 3p2
-9595, ext. 13, or registering online at www.ohev.org.

purchase your copy.

Please join us at all of the following presentations.

But it wasné6t for his views
seasoned war correspondent that Fletcher was invited to Philadelpk
Rather, his booklheLisvas chosen as this y Happy reading!
Jewish Community selection; he had been invited to speak at the kit Rapphi Daniel Aronson
off event the night before his meeting with my colleagues and myse
was unable to attend the kiesff, but those who did attend found him
to be every bit as witty, charming and insightful as | had found him t
following day.

LS a

Director of Congregational Learning

You have to readrhe Listl devoured it and consider itto be the | EGENDS OF MAHANE 80
best One Book selection of the last three years. The learning that |
gained from this important work of historical fiction was equal to my
love for the writing itself and my appreciation for the painstaking Tuesday, January 31, 7:30 p.m.
research that went into it. Set alternately in London and Palestine, tI-|— he British Armyds Camp 80 (Mhhan.
book focuses on the plight of Jews in London who fled Nazi atrociti€ |54era was the site of a daring raid by the state Jewish

before the war as well as those who found refuge there after survivil underground military organization Etzel (Hebrew acronym for Irgup
the death camps. We gain valuable insights into the psychology of - 1y4i eumi, or National Military Organization). Both the camp anfd
C

with historian Peter Margolis

Edithoés young cousin, Anna, he{he [a3idss commander became |fEdh9.
llast family member to have si g |gcure will shed light on the day and the manthatmadeCampSé n Ec
0listo of family members who a fgmous. begir
of the war. Meanwhi | e, Edith i J@s se
attempt at a child, having lost their first baby; we watch her struggle
to care for her unborn child even as she works tirelessly mending  Peter Margolis, historian extraordinaire, is a doctoral student in
clothes for a pittance of money. Religion at Temple University. He earned his BA and MA degreeqgin

The family saga takes place against the backdrop of a city and Jewish St u dies at ] the Hebrew@BUni v

ob, 6 he is the Director of DJ stal

country hostile to Jews, Not only are the Jews looked down upon fo j
taking the jobs and homes of returning soldiers, they are also viewe College of Philadelphia. He has designed, developed, and taugfit
as a menacing presence in Palestine under the British Mandate. Thi online and irclass Jewish Studies courses.

|l atter takes center s-platgre in t
assassination attempt against a British cabinet member working to
thwart Jewish migration to Palestine and appease its Arab populace

Learning Experiences, Continued on pagge 15
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Early Education;z::

belief in Judaism. In schools it is no different. We start talking about Tzedakah when they begin in the presd
and the conversation continues on up to high school and beyond.

This week | saw a special incident that made me smile.

2-yearold classes came in to my office with a wrapped gift. In very excited young voices, they began sharin
newsdt hey have been o6collecting our monies for Tzd
Lori -An Penchansky little boy who doesndt get presents because he d
Director of Early the growing pile of gifts waiting to be picked up from our office. They told their parents. They told their friend
Education They couldné6t stop talking about it.

Both of my stories are in regards to the holiday party for the homeless that we have here at Ohev. One olour

I

We often talk about Tzedakah in the Jewish Community. The idea of giving to those less fortunate is a cefptral

hool

their
daka
oesn

|

This is one concrete example of what are children do for Tzedakah, but there is so much more. Every ye

they do so, a representative comes in to talk about the animals that are being helped with their donation. S
brings photos and stories for everyone to learn from. She then brings a small thank you gift of stickers so th
children can share their stories as they go home.

This past year, most of our classes sent their
well over $500 that was donated. The money was given to a fund that supports families and siblings of chilg
undergoing lifesaving treatments. And the rest of the money this year, as in many years past, has gone to C
For-a-Friend. This internal organization cooks kosher meals for Jewish families, often seniors who are
homebound, and runs solely on donations. So our children give money and food to help this worthwhile pro|

This year, we will continue to support the Family Fun Day and Gfooka-Friend. And as the Spring rolls in,
the children in the prek and kindergarten classes will begin the discussion of where their money should go.

r the

children in our threeyearold preschool classes give a part of the money they collect to the local ASPCA. Aftgr

mon e
ren
ok

PCt.

Stay tuned &

#1¢ +EAB6O $AU A
Radio Ohev will be on the AIR
January & 2012

American Radio Relay League Promotes Amateur Radio

Ki dds d eayeventto eacouragenyoung people (licensed or not) to have fun with Amateur

radio. Itis designed to give ehe dair experience to youngsters and hopefully to foster interest in Every kid gets a certificate of
getting a license of their own. Itis also intended to give older amateur operators a chance to share  on air operation.

their station and love for Amateur Radio with children.

Kids will get firsthand experience with being on the air in contact with other kids and licensed ra
operators from all over the USA, Canada and who knows where else. Kids will learn some radic The Kid's Day Operating Event

Sponsored by the

|l anguage, geography, and the friendship of o ot t s
Dates and Times: g
Sunday January 8" at 2:00 PM in the student lounge of the education building.

So, what do you say? Say your name, your age, your location and your favorite color.

To draw attention, cal l 0CQ, Kids Dayo

Managed by Dave Weiss licensed Amateur Extra Class radio operator K3FT

K (*CQ means, oCalling all stationsé)j
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Seth Steinberg Saturday, Janua

Hello, my name is Seth Steinberg. | am looking forward to celebrating v

Bar Mitzvah on January 28, 2012. | have been a student at Ohev Shalom
the 2nd grade and | am in the seventh grade at Richboro Middle School.

After school and on the weekends I love to play soccer. | play for my mif
school team, the Richboro Raiders, and for my travel team, the CRUSA
Triumph. When |1 6m not playing
fireplace, or watch TV. I dve ¢
season. Inthe summer | like to go to outdoor concerts at the park and swi
with the neighbors. | plan to be a CIT at summer camp next year.

Richboro Middle School. The buddy club is where students befriend otherfi
students that are in the Multiple Disabilities Support Class. | am a friend,
mentor, and | do activities with kids in the Gym. | like spending time with tj&¢
kids and | have lots of fun with them. ‘

Thank you to Vivi for the extra help in Hebrew School, to Cantor Paul fols

home, and to my entire family for their support.

COLLEGE CONNECTION UPDATE

On December 7, 57 Hanukkah gift packages containing gelt, dreidels, and the rules of the game were sent out to our §
Many thanks to those of you whose donations to the College Connection Fund enable us to send packages to our stug
without wusing any funds from the synagogue. We rece
contributions given to the College Connection Fund. College Connection is completelyusgdiining through contributions,

A lively and fun group of college parents gathers 5 times a year to assemble and post each package, and our committi i

al ways growing. I'tds not too | at ewww.ohewoeggPleaseé rememhyeotalet us
know if your student has graduated or is studying abroad. We send emails to students who are abroad but not packag

Liz and David Novebd ohevcollegeconnection@comcast.réef215) 4914201

COOK FOR A FRIEND
This program provides Kosher and supplemental meals to those unable to prepare meals for themselves. These mea
served at the Raymond and Miriam Klein Branch of the JCC, or delivered to their homes on a weekly basis or as need
Ohev Shalom has been a proud sponsor of this project for over 25 years. We have prepared 250 meals on the third
day of each month thanks to the hawveorking volunteers (including our religious school children doing mitzvah projects)
generous contributors from our congregation.
WE NEED YOUR HELP! Wit hout your contributions, 0Coo0
tions to continue this program to meet the needs of our aging population.
Contact Cheryle Goldberg, Cook For a Friend Chairperson, for information at@3%7733 orcherrickb5@comcast.net

28


mailto:cherrick55@comcast.net
http://www.ohev.org
mailto:ohevcollegeconnection@comcast.net
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"Soclal Action

Family Fun Day for the Homeless of Bucks County

Once again, this year's party to benefit the homeless and their families was a complete shtangespeople deserve our
utmost gratitude fortheir time, energy and commitment to this worthy cause.

First of all, we'd like to thank everyone who purchased a gift for a chilthkes alittle more effort to individualize eacift,
but the children were extremely happy to receive the gift of their choice.

A big thank you goes to Cramer's Bakery, Shop n Bag
Cake for donating, fruits, vegetables, desserts and drinks used at our party.

Thank you also to Dr.'s Paul Ravin and Gary Nack for donating toothbrushes and toothpaste.
The girl scouts were amazing again this year, working with the children.
The day would not have been complete without the sounds of Scott Gordon's great music, thank you so much.

Thank you to all the special helpers for preparing the food,
helping out at the craft tables and helping to set up and
organize the used clothes table.

The Ohev Shalom community shouldfekl great about the
terrific job done this year and for participating in this
Mitzvah. We look forward to working with youagain next
year.

Shalom,

Anita Dorfman & Dana Podob




