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Our Evening with Mitch Albom was often presented 

as an evening not to be missed.  It was exactly that.  

There was an excitement and sense of anticipation 

by the impressively large crowd that evening.  

Following Mitch Albomõs talk there was an 

excitement and sense of satisfaction and 

appreciation by that crowd.  This was surely one of 

the highlights of our thirty sixth anniversary year.  

There are more highlights to come in the months 

ahead. 

Opportunities for Judaic learning and enjoying a 

sense of community, which are hallmarks of our 

synagogue, continue in the months ahead.  I hope 

you will plan to be part of all or as much as possible 

of our upcoming Scholar in Residence with Rabbi 

Daniel Wolpe.  We are happy to welcome Rabbi 

Wolpe to Ohev Shalom as he is somewhat unique in 

the American Rabbinate.  Rabbi Wolpe is both a 

rabbi and playwrite.  He has a special expertise in 

the fields of film and TV and in particular its 

portrayal of the Jewish experience in America. 

Following our Kabbalat Shabbat service on Friday 

January 20 and our Shabbat Dinner, our first session 

with Rabbi Wolpe promises to be an absolutely 

fascinating one.  In the Sanctuary at 7:45 pm, he will 

discuss how Jews have been portrayed in movies 

and TV and how this has changed over the years. 

On Shabbat morning, at 11:00 am, Rabbi Wolpe will 

engage us with a spiritual topic and experience.  He 

will explore with us how we can each develop our 

own personal relationships with G-d.  Judaism 

permits and provides a real latitude in how we relate 

to G-d.  This will be an invaluable opportunity for us 

to examine our feelings about and our relationship 

with G-d. 

Following a wonderful community Shabbat luncheon, 

Rabbi Wolpe, involving members of our 

congregation as actors, will present a scene from a 

play he has written.  Before the audience, Rabbi 

Wolpe will direct the actors to show how different 

portrayals of the same material can relay far different 

messages. 

Being part of the entire Shabbat experience with our 

guest Scholar, services, Shabbat meals and sessions 

will be a tremendously rewarding experience.  Feel 

free however to come to whatever parts of the 

weekend as you can, as you choose. 

There is a very special joy when our community 

comes together for enriching opportunities that our 

synagogue provides.  I look forward to sharing this 

exciting Shabbat with you. 

My best to you and your family for all good things in 

2012.  I wish you a year of good health, happiness 

and prosperity.  I hope that you may participle as 

much as you can in the enriching experiences that 

our synagogue offers. 

Rabbi 

The Rabbiõs Study 

Rabbi Eliott Perlstein  

I hope you will plan to 

be a part of our 

upcoming Scholar in 

Residence with Rabbi 

Daniel Wolpe.   

Our Next Highlight  

From the President 
 One recent Shabbat, Rabbi Perlstein talked about the 

richness of Jewish life. Drawing from the Torah, he asked 

us to think about the richness of our own Jewish lives.  

Worship. Study. Community. Tikkun olam. We come to 

synagogue for all of the things that connect us to each 

other and to our traditions.  And, in 48 amazing hours, 

Ohev was all that and more.  In a span of one brilliant 

weekend, Ohev was everything that any of us could want 

our synagogue to be.  The richness in our lives was 

exploding right here in Richboro. 

 Have you ever had Shabbat dinner with 350 of your 

best friends?  We did.  On a beautiful Friday evening, the 

children from our Early Education Center delighted us 

with songs of Chanukah.  We shared a delicious dinner, 

and enjoyed watching the kids enjoy themselves.  On 

Shabbat morning, we read Torah with a Bat Mitzvah and 

her family. 

 And that night, Saturday night, was a night that we will 

always remember at Ohev Shalom.  Mitch Albom graced 

our Sanctuary, and enthralled with his insights on faith and 

the belief in G-d.  We shared that Sanctuary with our 

friends from throughout the community, and we all 

leaned about the meaning of faith.  A singing rabbi and a 

persevering pastor came to life, and we learned about 

happiness and contentment. 

 Sunday saw a beehive of Ohev activity, including 

religious school and play rehearsal. It also saw the heart 

of Ohev, hosting hundreds of people, especially children, 

from disadvantaged families in Bucks County, for a joyous 

What does it mean to be rich?  

What does it take to have 

everything that you need? 

Hal Barrow  

President  

Continued on Page 3 
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 Jewish Music has sometimes varied in its definition.  Is it the style, the text, the language, the theme, or the 

composer that makes it Jewish? Maybe all of the above are the answer.  Or maybe none of them are necessary. 

 On Saturday night November 19, 2011, I went to Klinger Middle School to hear the Southampton community 

orchestra.  I went because the conductor is Marv Feld who not only conducts our choir at Ohev Shalom but is 

one of the most talented and versatile musicians I know.  Since I had not heard the Orchestra before, I thought I 

would find out what I have missed.  

What a great evening of music it was.  The music involved movie themes, so Harry Potter, Schindlerõs list, and An 

American in Paris were on the playbill.  Sousaõs Stars and Stripes Forever made for a rousing encore that gave the 

program a happy ending that had the crowd yearning for more.  

 I could not have felt more at home if I were listening the orchestra in my own Shul.  While reading the list of 

musicians I noticed that congregants Ken Marblestone (in the Shabbatones by the way ) was one of the 

clarinetists.  Eli Segal (percussion) and Skyler Kohn (Alto Sax) were also in the orchestra.  I also noticed Sound 

engineer Mark Kolber from Ohev who runs the sound for our shows and helped me with my Masterõs recital 

(way back when).  Allan Silverberg was the Stage manager for the orchestra. 

 As I looked around the Audience, there were enough congregants to have done Havdalah and Maariv during 

intermission.  Sklerõs family even won one of the raffles (another Jewish tradition?).  I felt at home with the music, 

the musicians, and the audience. 

 The theme was movie music and not primarily Jewish in nature.  That said, I know I look forward to other 

Southampton Community Orchestra concerts.  It is the next best thing to listen to music at Ohev Shalom.  I hope 

some of you will join me at the next concert and future concerts.  You will probably see someone you know 

there. 

Cantor  

Paul Frimark  Cantorõs Notes 

òJewishó Music in 

the Community  

holiday party.  Clowns and music and food (of course 

there was food!) and gifts for the kids.  Smiling faces 

running around our Social Hall.  Giving to the community 

and helping to repair the world. 

 This what it means to be a sacred community.  This 

was everything that any of us could want our synagogue 

to be.  This was the richness of Jewish life right here at 

home.  This was the fruit of the labors of scores of 

dedicated, loving people. We are a vital Jewish 

community.  Sustaining that community is the promise we 

made to ourselves when we committed to being 

members of Ohev Shalom.  We must recommit ourselves 

to creating experiences like the ones we just brindled into 

one very special weekend. 

 Sustaining our sacred community also means finding 

new ways and new resources to provide these 

experiences.  Financial sustainability is important to our 

future.  That means managing our money, reducing our 

debt and creating reserves and endowments for our 

future needs.  It means having the systems and staffing 

that support our core services.  And, it means having a 

dues and fee structure that attracts and retains active, 

engaged members for our sacred community. 

 Financial sustainability is the goal of every congregation, 

and it was no surprise that developing a plan for our 

financial future was targeted in the HeAtid a report.  

Later this month, we hope to gather some of the great 

minds at Ohev in search of a few new great ideas.  

Financial professionals are welcome, but so is anyone who 

has ideas about how we manage our money.  If you have 

an idea, whatever side of the box it may be on, let's talk 

about it. 

 There is a wonderful spirit here at Ohev, a wonderful 

richness of Jewish life. We owe it to ourselves, our 

children and our Jewish community to input urge that 

spirit and ensure its future. 

See Hal on Comcast Newsmakers discussing  

our synagogue's celebration of 36 years of Jewish life in Bucks County 

at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNs70dxZMcE 

From the President, Continued from Page 2 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNs70dxZMcE
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Learning Experiences 
 A group of educators and 

supporters of Jewish Learning 

Venture recently enjoyed a private 

meeting with Martin Fletcher, one

-time NBC Tel Aviv Bureau Chief 

and correspondent, five-time 

Emmy Award winner, and 

acclaimed author.  

 In our meeting, Fletcher 

shared candid reflections on the 

Palestinian-Israeli conflict and on 

Israel itself, subjects he knows 

intimately. Witty, charming and 

insightful, Fletcher not only 

demonstrated how he had 

climbed to the top of his field, but he inspired me to read his first two 

books: Breaking News: A Stunning and Memorable Account of Reporting 

from Some of the Most Dangerous Places in the World (Thomas Dunne 

Books, 2008) and Walking Israel: A Personal Search for the Soul of a 

Nation (Thomas Dunne Books, 2010). I look forward to reading them 

in the coming weeks. 

 But it wasnõt for his views on Israel or his experience as a 

seasoned war correspondent that Fletcher was invited to Philadelphia. 

Rather, his book The List was chosen as this yearõs One Book One 

Jewish Community selection; he had been invited to speak at the kick-

off event the night before his meeting with my colleagues and myself. I 

was unable to attend the kick-off, but those who did attend found him 

to be every bit as witty, charming and insightful as I had found him the 

following day. 

 You have to read The List! I devoured it and consider it to be the 

best One Book selection of the last three years. The learning that I 

gained from this important work of historical fiction was equal to my 

love for the writing itself and my appreciation for the painstaking 

research that went into it. Set alternately in London and Palestine, the 

book focuses on the plight of Jews in London who fled Nazi atrocities 

before the war as well as those who found refuge there after surviving 

the death camps. We gain valuable insights into the psychology of 

Edithõs young cousin, Anna, herself a survivor of the camps and the 

last family member to have sighted other relatives who are on Edithõs 

òlistó of family members who are unaccounted for since the beginning 

of the war. Meanwhile, Edith is pregnant with her and Georgõs second 

attempt at a child, having lost their first baby; we watch her struggle 

to care for her unborn child even as she works tirelessly mending 

clothes for a pittance of money. 

 The family saga takes place against the backdrop of a city and 

country hostile to Jews, Not only are the Jews looked down upon for 

taking the jobs and homes of returning soldiers, they are also viewed 

as a menacing presence in Palestine under the British Mandate. The 

latter takes center stage in the novelõs gripping sub-plot: an 

assassination attempt against a British cabinet member working to 

thwart Jewish migration to Palestine and appease its Arab populace. 

The author paints for us a graphic picture of the battle fought by 

the pre-state Zionist resistance for the rights of Jews to make Israel 

their home, and in so doing, challenges us to take an honest look at 

the methods of that battle. I gained an understanding of the Irgun 

that I hadnõt gained simply from reading history books. 

 To extend the lessons presented by Martin Fletcher in his 

magnificent novel, Liz Nover and I have brought Gratz A la Carte 

and Ohevõs Jewish Learning Institute, the programs we each 

respectively oversee, together in a series of presentations on 

several of the books themes. You donõt need to read the book to 

appreciate the programs, but it wouldnõt hurt. Be sure to contact 

Paula Segal in the Rabbiõs Study or visit the Simcha Boutique to 

purchase your copy. 

 Please join us at all of the following presentations.  

 Pre-registration is requested by calling Paula Segal at (215) 322

-9595, ext. 13, or registering online at www.ohev.org. 

 

Happy reading! 

Rabbi Daniel Aronson 

Director of Congregational Learning 

 

__________________________________________________ 

LEGENDS OF MAHANE 80  

with historian Peter Margolis 

Tuesday, January 31, 7:30 p.m. 

The British Armyõs Camp 80 (Mahane shmonim in Hebrew) near 

Hadera was the site of a daring raid by the pre-state Jewish 

underground military organization Etzel (Hebrew acronym for Irgun 

Tzvai Leumi, or National Military Organization). Both the camp and 

the raidõs commander became iconic figures in Israeli history.  This 

lecture will shed light on the day and the man that made Camp 80 

famous. 

 

Peter Margolis, historian extraordinaire, is a doctoral student in 

Religion at Temple University. He earned his BA and MA degrees in 

Jewish Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In his òday 

job,ó he is the Director of Distance Education at Community 

College of Philadelphia. He has designed, developed, and taught 

online and in-class Jewish Studies courses. 

__________________________________________________ 

Rabbi Daniel Aronson  

Director of Congregational 

Learning  

The List -- The òMustó Read of Ohevõs 

One Book One Jewish Community 

Series for 2011-2012 

Learning Experiences, Continued on page 15 
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Radio Ohev will be on the AIR  

January 8th 2012  

 
American Radio Relay League Promotes Amateur Radio 

Kidõs day is an on-air event to encourage young people (licensed or not) to have fun with Amateur 

radio.  It is designed to give on-the ðair experience to youngsters and hopefully to foster interest in 

getting a license of their own.  It is also intended to give older amateur operators a chance to share 

their station and love for Amateur Radio with children. 

Kids will get firsthand experience with being on the air in contact with other kids and licensed radio 

operators from all over the USA, Canada and who knows where else.  Kids will learn some radio 

language, geography, and the friendship of making contacts in a true òWirelessó fashion.   

Dates and Times:  

Sunday January 8th at 2:00 PM in the student lounge of the education building.  

So, what do you say?  Say your name, your age, your location and your favorite color.   

To draw attention, call òCQ, Kids Dayó  

 

Managed by Dave Weiss licensed Amateur Extra Class radio operator K3FT 

 
(*CQ means, òCalling all stationsó) 

Lori -An Penchansky  

Director of Early 

Education  

Early Education Center 
 We often talk about Tzedakah in the Jewish Community. The idea of giving to those less fortunate is a central 

belief in Judaism. In schools it is no different. We start talking about Tzedakah when they begin in the preschool 

and the conversation continues on up to high school and beyond.  

 This week I saw a special incident that made me smile. 

 Both of my stories are in regards to the holiday party for the homeless that we have here at Ohev. One of our 

2-year-old classes came in to my office with a wrapped gift. In very excited young voices, they began sharing their 

news ð they have been òcollecting our monies for Tzedakah every Friday and we used it to buy a present for a 

little boy who doesnõt get presents because he doesnõt have money!ó They were so excited to add their gift to 

the growing pile of gifts waiting to be picked up from our office. They told their parents. They told their friends. 

They couldnõt stop talking about it. 

 This is one concrete example of what are children do for Tzedakah, but there is so much more. Every year the 

children in our three-year-old preschool classes give a part of the money they collect to the local ASPCA. After 

they do so, a representative comes in to talk about the animals that are being helped with their donation. She 

brings photos and stories for everyone to learn from. She then brings a small thank you gift of stickers so the 

children can share their stories as they go home. 

 This past year, most of our classes sent their money to the Childrenõs Hospital of Philadelphia. The total was 

well over $500 that was donated. The money was given to a fund that supports families and siblings of children 

undergoing life-saving treatments. And the rest of the money this year, as in many years past, has gone to Cook-

For-a-Friend. This internal organization cooks kosher meals for Jewish families, often seniors who are 

homebound, and runs solely on donations. So our children give money and food to help this worthwhile project. 

 This year, we will continue to support the Family Fun Day and Cook-for-a-Friend. And as the Spring rolls in, 

the children in the pre-k and kindergarten classes will begin the discussion of where their money should go.  

 Stay tuned é 

Tzedakah in the Ohev 

Shalom Preschool 

Every kid gets a certificate of 

on air operation. 
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Seth Steinberg Saturday, January 28th 

QĄ}px \x¤ª¦pw 

 Hello, my name is Seth Steinberg.  I am looking forward to celebrating my 

Bar Mitzvah on January 28, 2012.  I have been a student at Ohev Shalom since 

the 2nd grade and I am in the seventh grade at Richboro Middle School. 

 After school and on the weekends I love to play soccer.  I play for my middle 

school team, the Richboro Raiders, and for my travel team, the CRUSA 

Triumph.  When Iõm not playing soccer, I love to play Wii, build fires in my 

fireplace, or watch TV.  Iõve also been to a few Eagles games with my dad this 

season.  In the summer I like to go to outdoor concerts at the park and swim 

with the neighbors.  I plan to be a CIT at summer camp next year. 

 For my Bar Mitzvah project I participate once a week in the Buddy Club at 

Richboro Middle School.  The buddy club is where students befriend other 

students that are in the Multiple Disabilities Support Class.  I am a friend, a 

mentor, and I do activities with kids in the Gym.  I like spending time with the 

kids and I have lots of fun with them. 

 Thank you to Vivi for the extra help in Hebrew School, to Cantor Paul for 

helping me get ready for my Bar Mitzvah, to my father for practicing with me at 

home, and to my entire family for their support. 

COOK FOR A FRIEND 

This program provides Kosher and supplemental meals to those unable to prepare meals for themselves. These meals are 

served at the Raymond and Miriam Klein Branch of the JCC, or delivered to their homes on a weekly basis or as needed.   

Ohev Shalom has been a proud sponsor of this project for over 25 years. We have prepared 250 meals on the third Wednes-

day of each month thanks to the hard-working volunteers (including our religious school children doing mitzvah projects) and 

generous contributors from our congregation. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Without your contributions, òCook for a Friendó will have to stop cooking. We need your dona-

tions to continue this program to meet the needs of our aging population.   

Contact Cheryle Goldberg, Cook For a Friend Chairperson, for information at 215-682-7733 or cherrick55@comcast.net. 

COLLEGE CONNECTION UPDATE 

 

On December 7, 57 Hanukkah gift packages containing gelt, dreidels, and the rules of the game were sent out to our students.  

Many thanks to those of you whose donations to the College Connection Fund enable us to send packages to our students 

without using any funds from the synagogue.  We received a donation from Wegmanõs in Warrington which will supplement 

contributions given to the College Connection Fund.  College Connection is completely self-sustaining through contributions.  

A lively and fun group of college parents gathers 5 times a year to assemble and post each package, and our committee is 

always growing.  Itõs not too late to register your student following the prompts at www.ohev.org.  Please remember to let us 

know if your student has graduated or is studying abroad.  We send emails to students who are abroad but not packages. 

 

Liz and David Nover ð ohevcollegeconnection@comcast.net ð (215) 491-4201 

mailto:cherrick55@comcast.net
http://www.ohev.org
mailto:ohevcollegeconnection@comcast.net


P A G E  8  

Family Fun Day for the Homeless of Bucks County  
Once again, this year's party to benefit the homeless and their families was a complete success.  Many people deserve our 

utmost gratitude for their time, energy and commitment to this worthy cause.   

First of all, we'd like to thank everyone who purchased a gift for a child.  It takes a little more effort to individualize each gift, 

but the children were extremely happy to receive the gift of their choice.   

A big thank you goes to Cramer's Bakery, Shop n Bag, Superfresh, Manhattan Bagels, Samõs Club, Giant and U Take the 

Cake for donating, fruits, vegetables, desserts and drinks used at our party.   

Thank you also to Dr.'s Paul Ravin and Gary Nack for donating toothbrushes and toothpaste.   

The girl scouts were amazing again this year, working with the children.   

The day would not have been complete without the sounds of Scott Gordon's great music, thank you so much.   

Thank you to all the special helpers for preparing the food, 

helping out at the craft tables and helping to set up and 

organize the used clothes table.  

The Ohev Shalom community should all feel great about the 

terrific job done this year and for participating in this 

Mitzvah.  We look forward to working with you again next 

year.   

Shalom,  

Anita Dorfman & Dana Podob 

Social Action  


