
 
Inclusion B’Kavod Article for December Dove Tale 

 

Everything you ever wanted to know about accommodations in our 

Religious School . . .  but were afraid to ask!! 

 

Q:  Who works in this program? 

 

 A:  At present, there are three people who are involved: 

     

               Arlene Roman, Special Needs Coordinator for the Religious 

School.  She has a Master’s Degree in Special Education and is 

a Certified Learning Disabilities Teacher/Consultant, retired, 

from the New Jersey Public Schools.  Prior to working in New 

Jersey, she worked in the Philadelphia School District as a  

Diagnostician and teacher.  She has worked with all age groups 

(pre-school to adults) conducting psycho-educational evaluations 

and providing resources to teachers and families with strategies 

related to the areas of learning differences and emotional and 

behavioral support. 

 

Vivi Sadel, Director of the Tutoring and Enrichment Center (Room 109) 

Vivi has worked at Ohev Shalom for 9 years with children of all ages and 

abilities.  She works with them in small groups and one on one tutoring in 

Hebrew and Hebrew education.  Vivi has worked in the Philadelphia School 

District in grades K-12, as an ESL instructor and in Special Education.  She 

has a Master’s Degree in Language Arts with a specialization in Reading.  She 

is also certified to teach English. 

 

Scott Fields, Assistant Teacher for the Tutoring and Enrichment Center 

Scott has been involved in this program for 5 years.  He helps many students  

with review of the basics in Hebrew and supplements what they learn in their 

classes.  He especially helps prepare students for their Bar and Bat Mitzvahs 

with the Hebrew prayers.  Currently, Scott is a freshman at Temple University, 

with an undeclared major. 

 

Q:  What is the process? 

 

A:   Children in the Religious School may be referred by their parents to Arlene, 

         Vivi, Rabbi Aronson or their child’s teacher.  Many of the students have been 

         identified in their secular schools, and have an IEP which is an Individualized 

         Education Plan that provides special education services to them, or a 504 Plan. 

 

         Arlene will meet with the parents, Hebrew teachers, Rabbi Aronson and the 

         child, when appropriate, to identify the needs for the child in their classroom. 

         A document called a SNAP (Special Needs Action Plan) is developed to implement 

         The adaptations and organizational strategies that will help the child succeed optimally 

         in his or her class.  This process is very similar to the one used in public schools 

         throughout the states of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

 

         Parents should be aware that they can ask for a meeting or a SNAP even if their child 

         does not have an IEP or a 504 Plan.  We are available to dialogue about concerns, 

         social or academic, that get in the way of your child having a productive learning 

         experience in religious school.  Please know that this process can be as informal  

         as a conversation or as formal as a complex plan to best meet the student’s learning needs. 



 

Q:  How is this process implemented? 

 

A:  Vivi, Scott, and Arlene work with collaboratively with all of the teachers in the  

Religious School, and Rabbi Aronson to ensure that our students can access their religious education at 

Ohev Shalom.  Cantor Frimark and Rabbi Perlstein are also members of the educational team assisting 

students in their learning and as they prepare for their b’nai mitzvah.   

 

In each classroom, there is a madrich, a teen assistant, who has been specially trained to help the teachers.  

The madrichim may work with the students in the classroom or outside of the classroom, as needed.  Teen 

assistants can review material already covered in the classroom, or provide supplemental resources for a 

more challenging Hebrew learning experience.   

 

Q:  Why are we engaged in this initiative in our Religious School? 

 

A:  As Rabbi Aronson wrote about in his September article in the Dove Tale, the 

        theme in our school this year is “B’tzelem elohim”, what it means to be made 

        in and to live in G-d’s image.  As Rabbi Perlstein shared with the congregation 

        from the bimah on the second day of Rosh Hashanah, Ohev is deeply committed 

        to the belief that all people, with disabilities, special needs and other differences 

        should be treated with kavod, which means respect and honor.  It is an important 

        tenet of our Jewish values for our children to learn to interact, assist, and respect 

        all members of their community. 

 

        Please be aware that the team is mindful of privacy and confidentiality and  

        appreciates being entrusted with concerns that the family feels their child 

        might be having.  We value the input of our congregants and families and 

        invite you to come see what exciting things are happening in our Religious School! 

 

 
   Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and welcomes diversity within our sacred 

   community.      


