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Celebrations! is a new program at Ohev Shalom that brings 
together families in our community who have school aged children 
with special needs.  Celebrations! creates a warm communal 
environment in which to learn about and celebrate Shabbat and to 
experience the joys of being Jewish.  The program is open to 
members and non-members at no cost.  This resource is made 
possible through a generous grant in support of Inclusive programing 
at Ohev Shalom.  Donations in support of such programming can be 
made to the Inclusion B’Kavod Endowment Fund.   

 
Since the beginning of the school year, Celebrations! has met 

on three Shabbat mornings.  Each session starts with a child-
centered interactive service led by Rabbi Michelle Greenfield.  Rabbi 
Michelle specializes in working with children with special needs.  She 
engages all the children in song and prayer and personalizes the 
T’fillah to include each child.  Music and song fills the room, miniature 
Torahs are given to each child to hold and the children dance around 
the room while parents and siblings join in and chant prayers.  After 
services, the group makes Kiddush and Motzi and snacks are 
enjoyed.  The next part of the program has two interactive sessions of 
games and tactile/sensory experiences to celebrate that month’s 
theme.  Parents engage in the first session with their child, and then 
for the second session, they meet separately in a Parent Discussion 
Group, led by Ayala Rahimi.   
  

Celebrations! is very fortunate to have numerous teen 
volunteers from Ohev, to assist with the programming.  Teens work 
with participants to help them access and engage with the activities.  
Many of our teens have graduated from Jewish Learning Venture’s 
Teen Assistance Program / TAP, a training program for older 
students to be able to understand and work with younger students 
who have special needs.  A wonderful connection develops between 
the older and younger students that is enriching and meaningful for 
all.  There are also many skilled and dedicated adult volunteers who 
work diligently and lovingly to create this special learning and spiritual 
community.  Our thanks to all who have been involved with the 
program. 



 
Some details: Our first session focused on Shabbat and the 

symbols and customs that make it so meaningful.  Our second 
session celebrated the Festival of Chanukah.  No Chanukah 
celebration could be complete without eating Latkes or playing dreidel 
games, plus each Celebrations! child received a special Chanukah 
gift, generously donated by our own Teen Assistant, Haylie Laff.  Our 
third session celebrated Tu B’Shvat, the holiday for trees in 
Israel.  The children participated in activities learning the importance 
of trees.   

 
When we found this program and decided to bring it to Ohev, 

we believed that Celebrations! would meet a long unmet need by 
reaching out to children and families who, for varied reasons, could 
not participate in typical Shabbat or jewish learning experiences.  We 
wanted to welcome these members of our Jewish community.  I don’t 
think any of us could have predicted how much energy, support and 
warmth this project would generate.  All those involved feel that they 
have gotten more out of this unique and meaningful program than 
they have put in.   
 

Do you know of a family who may be interested in this 
program?  Might this program be a good fit for your family?   Please 
contact Shelley Rubin at Celebrations@ohev.org or 215-399-7668 
for information or to pre-register.  Pre-registration is required. 

mailto:Celebrations@ohev.org

