
 
Hello and welcome to the Inclusion B' Kavod section of the Dove Tale.  This is a 
new section which will provide information around issues of Inclusion as they 
relate to Ohev Shalom and the larger Jewish community.  Inclusion refers to a 
philosophy of believing, and an active means of creating, a place within our 
sacred Jewish community for all congregants, regardless of special needs.  
Kavod means respect, dignity, honor and integrity; it encompasses what we want 
our Inclusion work to embody. 
 
Many innovative and exciting new initiatives have been planned or are in the 
development stages surrounding the Inclusion B’ Kavod Initiative which we would 
like to share with you:  First, we would like to share the incredibly thrilling and 
powerful news that Ohev Shalom has received a generous donation to advance 
inclusion efforts within and beyond our Religious School - serving children 
between the ages of 5-18.  This money will be used to fund 3 initiatives for 3 
years.  They are as follows:   

1) Ohev is proud to be offering Celebrations! a family centered Shabbat 
and holiday program for families with children whose level of need might 
prevent them from participating in a typical service.  Please see the 
Celebrations! information advertised in this Dove Tale.   

2) The Religious School has hired A Special Needs Coordinator, who will 
work with families, students and staff to assist students with varied special 
needs in accessing our Religious School curriculum meaningfully and 
successfully.  She can also work with families, whose children’s needs 
exceed the capacity of Ohev’s Religious School environment, to identify 
and connect with alternate resources which provide a Jewish educational 
experience.   

3) The religious school has hired an Assistant to Ohev's Resource 
Room.  This assistant will help with the movement of students and student 
teachers in and out of all of our classrooms, as well as provide tutoring 
and support to students.   

 
This fall will also bring a community viewing of the film Praying With Lior to be 
held on Sunday November 4th.  Lior and his family will be joining us for this event 
- stay for a nosh which has been generously donated to accompany the program.  
There will be multiple Programing Opportunities, through adult education and 
community events, which will have Inclusion related themes as well.  We will 
bring these events to your attention in a timely manner.   
 
We want to bring to your attention to the fact that Ohev Shalom now has an 
Inclusion Committee called the Inclusion B' Kavod Committee.  It is co-chaired 
by Shelley Mattleman-Rubin, Lindsay Miller and Joanne Adar.  If you would like 
to join the committee please contact Joanne at joanne.adar@gmail.com.  The 
committee will be considering issues of Inclusion within our Ohev Shalom 
community and in the greater Jewish community around us. 
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Last, but most certainly not least, please be on the lookout for a Synagogue-
wide Inclusion Survey due out this fall.  The Inclusion B' Kavod Committee is 
working to get a better understanding of who we are as a congregation, and how 
to best meet our unique needs.  Please take the time to respond to the 
survey.  Your feedback is needed and valued. 
 
Thank you for your time and interest in this initiative.  Looking forward to making 
great things happen together! 
 
Joanne Adar, Education Chair, Inclusion B' Kavod Co-Chair 
Shelley Mattleman-Rubin, Inclusion B' Kavod Co-Chair 
Lindsay Miller, Inclusion B' Kavod Co-Chair 

 
 
 


