
Specialized Programming Options Available to Religious School Students: 

If you have any concerns that you would like to share and have addressed regarding 
your child’s Religious School experience (past, present or future), you are welcome 
and encouraged to do so.  The Religious School Director and the Special Needs 
Coordinator are available by phone or in person to have private conversations. 

If your child has a 504 Plan, IEP, Health Plan, or any special accomodations in the 
public school setting, we invite you to share these with us so that we can better 
understand and meet your child’s individual, specific learning needs.   

The Special Needs Coordinator will be reaching out to families who would like to 
develop a Special Needs Action Plan (SNAP) for the coming year.  The SNAP can be 
developed for any student – even those who have no plan in the public school 
setting.  A SNAP is a document that explains challenging areas for your child, and 
develops strategies to assist your child in functioning in these areas.  This might 
include, but is not limited to, ability to pay attention, ability to negotiate the social 
demands of the classroom, ability to learn a new language, etc. 

If your child had a SNAP last year, the Special Needs Coordinator will reach out to 
you to determine how best to update your plan. 

The Special Needs Coordinator is a specialist who is responsible for educating the 
teachers regarding varied individual needs and providing them with tools and 
strategies to assist your child in creating a successful classroom experience.    

In addition, Ohev Shalom has a Resource Room where students can go for 
remediation or enrichment.  It is similar to a tutoring center.  Sometimes children 
receive services in this room and at other times, the services are provided in the 
main classroom.  The room is lead by a teacher who oversees a team of student 
teachers or madrichim.  Many classrooms have a permanent madrich, who functions 
as a teacher’s assistant.   

We view our Special Needs Coordinator, our Resource Room Lead Teacher, our 
Classroom Teacher, and the madrichim, as a team of educators and support people 
for your child.  The parents and the child are also members of this team.  All should 
be on the same page and all should feel free to share with one another and 
collaborate.  (Of course, the madrich will not have access to the same amount of 
information as the adults.  However, the Special Needs Coordinator will teach the 
student teacher how best to work with the student.)  During the b’nai mitzvah 
training, the cantor and rabbi become additional members of this educational 
team.    

Typically, students begin their formal bar and bat mitzvah training one year prior to 
their date.  Students who would benefit from an extended b’nai mitzvah training 
period can start this process earlier.  Also, no student will be denied the opportunity 
to have this meaningful experience.  Multiple and varied accomodations are 



available and each child and each bar and bat mitzvah is considered as a unique 
experience.   It would not be inappropriate to have exploratory conversations as 
early as at the beginning of the religious school education, should you feel that your 
child may benefit from something outside the parameters of our typical school and 
b’nai mitzvah training experience.   

On behalf of the Inclusion B’Kavod Committee, the Special Needs Coordinator, and 
the Religious School, thank you for sharing your beautiful children with us and for 
helping us to understand how we can best meet each child’s unique needs.    
 
Joanne Adar, Education Chair, Inclusion Co-Chair 
 

Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual 

and welcomes diversity within our sacred community. 
 


