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Each week on Shabbat afternoon, I enjoy reading the column in the New York Times alternately 
known as “On Religion” and “Beliefs.” Any given article can be about any given religion. 
Periodically, the focus is Judaism as it was a couple of weeks ago.  It so happens there is a 
connection between that recent article and our Parsha. of Noah this week. 
 
    Samuel G. Freedman tells the story of Jeff Morgan. Jeff Morgan grew up on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan in a home that was Jewish in name only. There was a Christmas tree in his 
home each December. The only time he entered a synagogue was to go to the Bar Mitzvah of a 
friend. When he was in college, the campus rabbi invited him to Shabbas dinner. He asked the 
rabbi “what’s Shabbas”?  
 
    In addition to conducting a jazz band in Monte Carlo and writing for wine periodicals, to make a 
long story short, Jeff Morgan was asked to produce wine in Nappa Valley and not just any wine. 
Kosher wine. He had previously tried to find his way into Judaism taking a course in Hebrew and 
visiting Israel but when he visited the Western Wall in Jerusalem he stood there and felt nothing. 
Somehow though, producing Kosher wine and some of the best Kosher wine to be found, a door 
into an enriching Jewish life opened for him. He started reading his way through the Torah and 
teaching himself Hebrew. He began to make the Kiddush each Friday night in a halting Hebrew at 
first with the loving participation of his daughter saying “Come on daddy, get on with it.” He did 
get on with it. He began donning Tephillin each morning and he installed a Kosher kitchen in his 
home. His daughter Zoe is spending her junior year of college at the University of Haifa.  
    This article about Jeff Morgan made me think about what are the doors through which we can 
enter to establish a deeper and more loving relationship with G-d and Judaism. Not having grown 
up in an observant home, I’ve been thinking about what was the door I first entered to become 
engaged in Jewish life myself,  what other doors have I entered over the years and are there new 
doors yet to be opened.  
    The beauty of Judaism, which Mordecai Kaplan brilliantly described as a religious civilization, 
has many doors of entry. Some enter through a door called Israel. Others enter through a door 
called Social Justice - Tikkun Olam which leads to a hallway that reaches repairing the world. 
Some have found the door with the Hebrew word delet - door - written on it. This door opens into a 
love of Hebrew and Hebrew literature. Isaac Bashevis Singer won a Nobel Prize in Literature 
writing in Yiddish and S.Y. Agnon for his writing in Hebrew.   Others have walked through the door 
to the Sanctuary which leads to community and prayer and celebration while others love to enter 
the door to the Beyt Midrash the house of study and engage in serious Jewish learning You can 
open the door of some Jewish homes and find beautiful Jewish art and artifacts or Jewish music.  
  
    There are more doors than I describe above. Entering them we can feel embraced and enriched.  
For Jeff Morgan, the entrance door was fine Kosher wines. He believes that he did not find the 
door himself that opened into a loving relationship with Judaism. He had become an aficionado of 
fine wines and was writing about them when he was approached by the magazine “Wine 
Spectator” to write about Kosher Wines for Passover and this led to making what has been 
described as one of the best Kosher wines on the planet. He believes that G-d played a role in 
showing him and opening this vineyard door. In looking over my own life, I too feel that there have 
been times when my hand has been held leading me to just the right door and helping to hold it 
open for me to enter.  
 
    And the connection with our Parsha this week? Never having celebrated becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah himself, Jeff Morgan decided to celebrate an adult Bar Mitzvah. He chose this Parsha of 
Noah in particular to become a Bar Mitzvah. After the many days in the Ark with so many animals, 
you can imagine that when the clouds finally parted and the sun began to shine Noah wanted 
nothing more than to kick back and have a drink. The Torah actually notes in chapter nine, verse 
twenty “Noah, the tiller of the soil, was the first to plant a vineyard.” Unfortunately in the very next 
verse we find “He drank of the wine and became drunk” and it goes downhill from there but the 
connection with Noah and Torah and wine is there.  



 
    At one time, Kosher was synonymous with a heavy, very sweet concord grape wine which many 
still prefer for the Passover Seder. It’s tradition but there are also now some of the finest wines to 
be found worldwide. Excellent Kosher wines come from Israel of course and the Golan Heights in 
particular, Nappa Valley, Chile, Australia and many other locations. Any of these Kosher wines will 
go perfect with Kiddush at our Shabbas table Friday night.  
 
    Jeff Morgan found his door through the wine. If we are most fortunate, that loving divine hand 
may lead us to our door of choice but we would best work to discover the door that opens best for 
us. When we do and when we enter, we too will find our lives immeasurably enriched.  
 
    Noah may have been the first to say it, Jeff Morgan certainly has and it deserves repeating 
again and again, L’Chaim.  

 
Shabbat Shalom, 

Rabbi 
  

To perform Mitzvot, to pray communally, to give Tzedakah, to have 
compassion is to live. 
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