
If a "Ramp is Just the Beginning," then What's Next? 

We have had a lot of feedback since reprinting Dr. Daniel Gottlieb's article, "A 
Ramp is Just the Beginning" in the November issue of the Dove Tale.  Since it's 
inception, Inclusion B'Kavod has been committed to ensuring that the ramp to 
enter the main entrance of the synagogue and the ramp leading to the bimah are 
not the only accommodations and supports that are available to our congregants 
and the community.  Making the main entrance accessible does not have 
meaning if once a person successfully approaches the synagogue, there are 
barriers still in place which may make it difficult for that person to fully feel a part 
of our community.  

With this in mind, we are excited about one of our new endeavors that is 
beginning to take form.  We will be evaluating our entire premises and campus 
for accessibility purposes.  This will involve a small group of interested 
congregants who will plan time to explore aspects of our synagogue, providing us 
with information as to what next steps need to be considered in our journey to 
becoming a fully accessible and welcoming campus for all.  

For example, is a person seated in a wheelchair able to reach a mezuzah before 
entering through a doorway?  Would he or she be able to hang a tallit before 
entering the restroom?  Is someone using a walker or wheelchair able to open 
the door to the building without assistance?  Is the water fountain reachable to 
all?  The list goes on and on.  Individuals who may already have experienced 
challenging situations in and around our campus have much to offer us in 
feedback.  If you or a loved one are interested in assisting us in this new 
exciting venture please let us know who you are!  We would like to begin 
this process in early 2014.  I can be reached at LNMtalk@verizon.net. 
Lindsay Miller

Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and welcomes 
diversity within our sacred community.
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