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    I, along with millions of others, applaud the Supreme Court decisions on Wednesday which revokes 
DOMA and prescribes the same rights and recognition by the Federal Government to married gay 
couples as heterosexual couples in states which recognize gay marriage. The number of states will grow 
as time goes on.  
  
    In a Kol Nidre sermon a few years ago, I expressed my own support for gay marriage. Given that we 
don’t choose to be heterosexual or gay and we cherish the institution of marriage for those in love, it only 
makes sense that we be in favor of marriage for any loving gay couple. This in no way threatens the 
marriage of two heterosexuals. It strengthens the institution of marriage for all of us.  
  
    Opponents of gay marriage invoke the Bible and G-d’s wishes. Last year on Rosh Hashanah, in 
touching on this subject, I wondered aloud how they know exactly what G-d wants. That presumption 
expresses a great deal of hubris in my mind. If they say they know because the Bible is G-d’s word then 
maybe G-d wants us to have a wife and a handmaid like Abraham or to marry two sisters like Jacob who 
each had a handmaid and all together produce twelve children from four women. Maybe the message is 
to have a thousand wives like Solomon purported to be a man of great wisdom. I don’t think so. We don’t 
live in biblical times but one of the timeless teachings of the Torah in Deuteronomy is “Justice, justice 
shall you pursue.” The acceptance of two gay individuals created in G-d’s image with the same rights and 
protections of the federal government is a matter of justice.  
  
    In the Aleynu prayer, we recite the words “L’taken olam b’malkhut Shadai” to repair the world under the 
kingdom of the Almighty. Our world is broken in many places. G-d looks to us not to preserve what is 
broken but to fix it. The decision of the Supreme Court helps to repair a major break. We call this an act of 
Tikkun Olam.  
  
    Over the years, some young people have come out to me. The process has involved a wondering of 
whether their religion accepts them, what Judaism thinks and what Conservative Judaism says in 
particular. We recently had an outstanding guest speaker at our Sisterhood who is a student at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. As part of her presentation she shared with us that she is gay. She was 
accepted by the Seminary and with the completion of a few more years of studies she will be ordained by 
the spiritual and intellectual center of Conservative Judaism. When she is ready to be married, she will be 
married, I trust by a Conservative Rabbi.  
  
    Those in the minority yearn to be accepted. Rejection is something we, as Jews, have faced for 
hundreds of years. Feeling different is not easy. Feeling spurned is painful. The decision of the Supreme 
Court is a statement of acceptance to the gay community. It is a fulfillment of Leviticus 19:18 Love your 
neighbor as yourself and Genesis 1:27  G-d created humanity in His own image, in the image of G-d, 
male and female He created them.  Regarding race, the prophets teach that the people of Kush (today 
Ethiopia) are as dear to G-d as the Israelites, blacks as dear as whites. Regarding sexual orientation, we 
can say the same. Regarding the federal laws of the United States, that is what the Supreme Court said 
and as a result our country has taken a great step forward. If I were to officiate at the wedding of two 
LGBT individuals in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, I hope someday soon that wedding would be 
recognized by the state. The day may not be right around the corner but in light of the two Supreme Court 
decisions this week, I suspect it is not that far off either.  
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