
Early Intervention in Pennsylvania

If you have ever had the pleasure of walking through the halls of the 
Ohev Shalom Early Education Center when it is in session, you are sure to 
smile when you hear the sounds of laughter and singing as you see all of the 
children happily engaged in any number of activities.  They are continuously 
learning and developing their skills as they play, through the routines and 
activities that their teachers develop to address their various developmental 
stages.   Some children, however, may need some extra assistance so that 
they can progress along with their peers.  Whether infants and young 
children attend a community preschool, a child care setting or are learning at 
home, any child who is experiencing a delay, in one or more areas of 
development, may qualify for Early Intervention.

Early Intervention in Pennsylvania is designed to empower families and 
caretakers to develop each child’s full potential.  Early Intervention builds 
upon the natural learning opportunities that occur within the child’s routines 
at home, child-care, preschool and in the community.   The need for Early 
Intervention crosses all demographics regardless of income, culture, 
community, race, religion and/or family type.  In Pennsylvania, Early 
Intervention is provided at no cost to families or early childhood centers.  
Services are provided during the child’s daily activities at home, at school or 
in the community.

An infant or toddler up to age three may be eligible to receive Early 
Intervention if he or she demonstrates a 25% delay in any area of 
development OR if he or she has a diagnosis which would indicate a high 
probability of delay (such as hearing loss, Down Syndrome, Autism, etc.).  A 
three to five year old may be eligible to receive Early Intervention if he or 
she has a diagnosis (such as a speech delay or developmental delay and which 
may be pre-determined or determined during the evaluation) AND a 25% 
delay in any area of development plus a need for specially designed 
instruction and related services.  
Eligibility is determined at an evaluation. Some children may first go through 
a screening process to determine whether a full evaluation is in fact 
indicated.  If the child is found to be eligible for Early Intervention, a plan 
is written with the family’s input.  The Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) 
for birth to three year olds and the Individual Education Plan (IEP) for 
three to five year olds will include measurable goals that are unique for each 
child and family to be successful.  If the child is not found to be eligible for 
Early Intervention, the family will still be given suggestions and strategies 
for naturally developing their child’s skills.



Early Intervention is most successful when strategies are incorporated into 
the daily home and/or classroom routines.  Early Interventionists coach and 
collaborate with families and teachers so that the strategies can be carried 
though and generalized even when the actual therapist or special instructor 
is not present.  The goal is that the adaptations and strategies become 
natural and routines based so there is no need for a family or teacher to set 
aside time to “do the work.” The Pennsylvania model of Early Intervention 
allows for more opportunities to practice and build skills through every day 
routines.  Early Interventionists build relationships with families and 
teachers and promotes engagement, independence, and participation with 
other children through natural learning opportunities.  
 Any 
birth to five year old should be referred to Early Intervention whenever 
there is a concern about any area of development.  Whether a family has a 
concern or the child’s physician or teacher has indicated a concern, the 
family should place the call. 
For infants and toddlers ages birth to age three, families should call the 
county office at 215-444-2828 to determine their local Base Service Unit 
which will then assign a Service Coordinator who will arrange a 
multidisciplinary evaluation to take place in the family’s home.  
For children ages three to five, the family should call the Bucks County 
Intermediate Unit at 1-800-770-4822, extension 1716 or e-mail the Early 
Childhood services office at wadams@bucksiu.org 
 
Early Intervention is an entitlement program that works!  If you have 
questions about Early Intervention, please contact the Inclusion B’Kavod 
Committee at 
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