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The Rabbi’s Study
Rabbi Eliott Perlstein

As part of our
Inclusion B’Kavod
initiative, we will
include those who
can not physically
be present by
live-streaming over
the internet.
Go to our web site
at www.ohev.org to
watch and even feel
part of the service.

A woman came running over to me recently in
the parking lot of the supermarket and told me
that she and the other two women she was with
were just discussing what our sign on Second
Street Pike reading “An Inclusive Community”
means. A coincidence that there I was. I couldn’t
help but ask her what they thought the sign meant.
She said that they thought it meant that we are
open to Reform and Orthodox Jews in our
community. I like it and would add
Reconstructionists. I explained that we are really
intending to reach out and include those who,
because of disabilities and different abilities have
felt excluded in the past by Jewish institutions.
There are loyal and loving members of our
synagogue family who find it difficult to impossible
to come to the synagogue for health reasons.
Dealing with an illness at any time is a challenge,
but the challenge is magnified when it happens
during the High Holy Days. I have heard it said
many times, “I have never missed Kol Nidre or
Rosh Hashanah services in thirty years but I can
not make it this year. I will miss being there.” Just
at a time when the synagogue and the community
could be a needed source of comfort and support,
that person is alone at the hospital or at
home. Over the years, I have felt sadness with
those individuals and sad that there was really
nothing I could do. If I could I would. Today we
can.
Technology can potentially be good or bad, it

Live Streaming and the
High Holy Days

can be profane or holy. This year, we will make use
of technology for a holy purpose. We will be able to
bring our service into the home or room of
someone who can not come to the synagogue.
A leader of our synagogue told me a story some
thirty-five years ago when her family first joined
Ohev Shalom. Her son had recently been a Bar
Mitzvah in another synagogue before they moved to
Bucks County. Her husband had suffered a heart
attack days before the Simcha and would be in the
hospital that Shabbat. The Orthodox rabbi of the
synagogue had them create a telephone hook up so
that her husband could hear his son’s first Aliyah to
the Torah and his chanting of the Haftarah. She told
me that story with much gratitude for that rabbi. As
a young rabbi then, I learned much from this story.
We can take the spirit of that rabbi and with the
technology available today, we can bring the entire
service to any person who would choose to be part
of it.
As part of our Inclusion B’Kavod initiative, we will
this year include in our service those who can not
physically be present in the synagogue by livestreaming the service over the internet. One simply
will need to go into our web site at www.ohev.org
and will be able to watch and even feel part of the
service. As I think of those who I know will make
use of this, I am glad we are taking this step forward.
We know that the synagogue of the twenty-first
century must meet our people and especially young

Continued on Page 21

Rabbi Perlstein visiting Ohev Shalom Campers
at Camp Ramah in the Poconos.
The campers felt that this was an especially great
summer and much of it due to new Camp Director
Rabbi Joel Seltzer. Along with being in a great Jewish
environment and living Jewish values on a daily basis,
campers enjoy sports, drama, arts, swimming, boating
and much more. Life-long friendships are made and a
life-long commitment to Judaism is strengthened. Feel
free to contact Rabbi Perlstein to discuss the possibility
of your child being a camper at Ramah next summer.
You can learn more about Ramah through the web site
www.ramahpoconos.org.
Campers Noah Sadoff, Max Adar, Ben Rothstein, Emily Adar, Emily Fish, Maddie
Gelb, and Sara Millman with Rabbi Perlstein at Camp Ramah.
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From the President
Last December my mother got sick and I
became a part of the community that gathers on
the Bimah on Shabbat mornings to say the Mee
Sheberach prayer. The process brought me closer
to G-d, closer to my mother and closer to my
community. As she got sicker, I prayed harder
and the continuity of the community and the
routine became more important to me. I would
stand behind Rabbi’s right shoulder and take the
Debbie Friedman song sheet from Fran. Gail
would always be there to read through her long
list, silently. Jerry would always shake my hand.
Someone would always help one or more of the
ATM ladies up the steps. Chanah would ask me
“How is your mother?” in her beautiful Old
World accent. If Jeff were there he would always
give me a big hug and wet kiss and say “How are
you, lad?” At the end, I would kiss the Torah with
the Tallit I bought in Israel on a family trip that
included my parents, and with the others I would

3

What would I do
without my community?

return to my seat. I looked forward to praying
with my community.
When I was a kid, the names of those for
whom we prayed were said out loud by the
Rabbi. For years he said the name “Leah Bas
Mendel”, with his eyes tightly shut and his head
nodding up and down as he strongly pronounced
each syllable. But at Shavuot services one year,
with the synagogue packed for Confirmation, he
did not say “Leah Bas Mendel”. My friends, the
young teenage regulars, noticed immediately and
a murmur shivered through the crowd. Had Leah
died? No. Leah’s niece was being confirmed that
day and Leah had left the nursing home where
she lived to attend the Confirmation. Leah Bas
Mendel was back on the list that Shabbat. Such
are the stories that communities produce and we
remember.
Continued on Page 19

Barry L. Klein
President

Compliments of:

MITCHELL B. GERSON, ESQUIRE
Legal services to the business community

Contracts. Counseling. Planning. Transactions.
Franchising. Corporations, partnerships and entities.
Business acquisitions. Purchase and lease property.
Employment matters. Trademarks and copyrights.

2865 S. Eagle Road, Suite 386

Telephone: 215-504-9494

Newtown, PA 18940

Facsimile:

www.mgersonlaw.com

www.SRDAYCAMPS.com

215-504-9495

gerson@mgersonlaw.com
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Simhat Torah Honoree

Michael Rabinowitz

Michael (Mike) is extremely honored to be chosen as a Simhat Torah honoree
and thanks Rabbi Perlstein, Cantor Frimark and the ritual committee for this
special recognition. Over the past 15 years, Michael and his wife Estelle, and
children Joel, Sabrina and Ariel, have been members at Ohev Shalom. At Ohev,
Michael and Estelle have celebrated the b’nai mitzvah of their children and enjoyed
many religious and social events.
Michael was born in Bloomington, Indiana near Indiana University. His family was
active in the Jewish community and helped build one of the first conservative
synagogues in that community. He subsequently lived in Omaha, Nebraska and
Downingtown, Pennsylvania while growing up. Michael graduated Northwestern
University summa cum laude with a BA in Economics and Applied Math. He went
onto obtain his MBA at night in Finance and Strategic Management at the
University of Minnesota while working for Burlington Northern Railroad in St.
Paul, Minnesota.
Michael and Estelle have been married 25 years, first living in New Hope,
Minnesota before relocating to Warrington, Pennsylvania when Michael accepted
a position with Merck. This is when they first joined Ohev Shalom. When Michael
took a special assignment to lead the Merck team in Boston, they moved to
Bedford, New Hampshire for approximately two years. Since returning to
Pennsylvania in 1998, they have been in their current residence in Wrightstown
along with rejoining Ohev Shalom.

Simhat Torah Honoree

Michael and Estelle Rabinowitz
Continued on Page 20

Judie Weiss

Judie was born in Beachwood, Ohio. Judaism has always been a central part of
who she is. She comes from a family of ardent Zionists and socially active Jews.
Her family has been at The Park Synagogue where her father was a Sunday school
teacher and confirmation instructor for more than 40 years. Judie especially
enjoyed being in his class and writing the confirmation cantata. Judie had her Bat
Mitzvah and confirmation at The Park Synagogue. She was the recipient of the
Esther Friedland award which was given each year to a confirmand who was
thought to be most likely to continue Jewish traditions in the home as an adult.
Judie has fond memories of synagogue attendance with her father, Allan Bellin. At
the age of 86, “Mr. Bellin” continues to be a “regular” on Shabbat morning. Her
mother was active in Hadassah and Na’Amat.
Judie was active in the Jewish community at a very young age. She wrote featured
editorials as an “On the Teen Beam” writer for the Cleveland Jewish News about
issues related to Jewish youth. She was the Regional Editor of Young Judaea
newspaper and later became the Regional President of the organization. She often
spoke about teen issues to Hadassah groups. She attended Camp Tel Yehuda’s
Machon program. Her first trip to Israel was with the Bureau of Jewish Education
in Cleveland. Judie worked in the library at The Temple during high school where
she studied and was inspired by the records of the late Abba Hillel Silver.
Judie attended the University of Cincinnati and transferred to Kent State
University where she received her Masters in Speech/Language Pathology. She did

Judie Weiss

Continued on Page 20
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Religious School
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce
myself and share a bit about who I am and what my
vision is for the new school year.
Ohev Shalom has been and continues to be an
influential and integral element of my family’s life. For
those of you who are not familiar with my history at
Ohev, during the past seven years I have been, and will
continue to be, a member of the Early Education
Center (EEC) staff. I led the EEC program during Lorian’s maternity leave. From 2008-12 I was a teacher in
the Religious School. This past school year, I
volunteered as a committed and vocal participant on
the Education Committee, which helps shape the
direction, curriculum and education of the Religious
School. The most important influence, I think, is that I
have three children who are at various stages of their
Jewish education. I can honestly say that all of these
many, yet different influences, have really given me a
well-rounded view of just how important Judaism and
Jewish learning is, should and can be.
There are many reasons why I accepted the role of
Interim Religious School Principal for the 2013-14

school year. One important and personal reason is that
our children, as well as their families, deserve a quality
and stable Jewish education. My primary goal for the
upcoming school year is to keep us on course,
organized, focused and moving forward in providing a
meaningful and enriching Jewish Education. The
teachers and I are committed to making this transition
year a smooth, positive and enjoyable experience for
everyone. Learning Hebrew, history and holidays,
combined with several special programs, Tzedakah and
interactive events will continue to shape the education
our students receive this Religious School year. But,
the most important factor that will influence our
success this year is effective communication.
Education and communication go hand-in-hand.
Communication between teachers and students,
parents and teachers, myself included, is going to be
the key to our success. Weekly emails from teachers
as well as Friday’s “The Dove Bill” are a few of the
ways we will ensure that our families have the most upto-date information. Whether it be something such as

FOR YOUR PERSONALIZED
PRINTING NEEDS SEE

MIMI POLLACK
FOR INVITATIONS, STATIONERY,
ACCESSORIES, HOLIDAY CARDS,
KIPOT, ANNOUNCEMENTS

BY APPOINTMENT, PLEASE
215-355-5069
WE CAN CREATE THE MOOD FOR YOUR

SPECIAL OCCASION

Meaningful and Enriching
Jewish Education

Continued on Page 23

Barbara Glickman
Interim Religious
School Principal

5

P AGE

6

Early Education Center
We need your help in supporting the Ohev Shalom Early Education Center - and all of Ohev Shalom with our first-ever RUNNER’S CHAI 5K!

Lori-An Penchansky
Director of
Early Education

The event will be SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3rd 2013 in Tyler State park in Newtown. We are asking all
members of the Ohev Community to get involved!


Become a Sponsor. The deadline is Monday September 9 2013. For information go to
https://oheveec.wordpress.com/sponsors/.



Volunteer! We need everything from course marshals to registration workers. Contact our 5K
Chairs at runnerschai5k@gmail.com.



Run the Race! Whether you are a runner, jogger or walker you can run the race. Registration will
be available soon. Save the date and for information go to
http://www.coolrunning.com/engine/2/2_3/181.shtml.

Religious School

Ohev Shalom and
Gratz Jewish Community High School (JCHS)

We are very pleased that Ohev Shalom and Gratz Jewish Community High School (JCHS) have entered into a partnership that will offer
Jewish teens in grades 8 to 12 at Ohev and the Bucks County area many educational and social opportunities.
Rabbi Erin Hirsh, the Branch Director, has tremendous experience working with teens. She co-founded the Northwest Philadelphia Teen
Institute and more recently created an innovative, experiential teen program for the Reconstructionist movement called TEL: Teens,
Experience & Leadership, which serves over ten congregations on the east coast today. We are so pleased that she’ll be joining us in our
mission of educating today’s teens to be tomorrow’s leaders! Joining Erin in teaching our teens will be Rabbi Daniel Wolpe, an experienced
educator who brings years of work in informal and experiential environments into the classroom. We also have Morgan Schwartz, a JCHS
graduate! She minored in Jewish Studies at the University of Delaware, and brings a fresh perspective to our teens.
Please make sure your teen is registered in order to participate in this exciting new program! You’ll need to do this prior to the start of
the school year. Gratz classes at Ohev start on October 2nd. The complete calendar can be found on the JCHS website. Classes run on
Wednesday evenings following religious school.
You’ll have a chance ask questions, network and interact with JCHS staff at our Student & Parent Orientation at Ohev on September 11th
from 7:00- 8:30 pm.


The online application is easy and can be found at this link: http://www.gratz.edu/page/s/jchs-application-for-admission. Be sure to
indicate the branch(es) your child will be attending (listed as Richboro Branch at Ohev Shalom).



Once registered, you will receive an email confirming that JCHS has received your online registration form and asking for 2 fees, $45
for registration and a $35 activity fee. Ohev is reimbursing the registration fee as an incentive and thank you for joining us in our
inaugural year. This will be reflected on your Ohev bill. Payment for the academic year will be made directly to Ohev who will then
reimburse Gratz for all of our attendees.



The Hebrew High program will run from 7 - 9:15 pm (Please note that Gratz has this listed on it’s website as beginning at 6:45. This is
not correct). Rabbi Perlstein’s Confirmation Class will run from 5:45 - 6:45 pm with a 15 minute break prior to the start of the Gratz
program.



Students choosing the incentivized two day a week option will pay tuition directly to JCHS. Courses can be chosen by downloading the
course selection form http://www.gratz.edu/jchs/locations-and-programs (choose Richboro Branch at Ohev and/or any additional
branch) and you can either scan it or mail it to the JCHS office. All courses will be assigned on a first-come first served basis. Students
will only be enrolled into classes if an application has been received so please submit this as soon as possible.



We encourage you to visit the JCHS website (www.gratz.edu/jchs) to learn about other opportunities that may be of interest to your
child including the Sunday branch at the Mandell Campus and various Service Learning opportunities in your area.

Please call Luba Pridachin at 215.635.7300 x135 should you have any questions. We look forward to the new academic year!
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Cook For a Friend
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Thanking our community of
donors and volunteers

I would like to thank everyone who has taken the time to come out and support Cook For a Friend this year. It seems like
every year we get to see new faces, thanks to our students doing their Bar and Bat mitzvah projects, our high school students
doing their community service projects and our congregants who just want to perform a wonderful mitzvah. Whatever the
reason, 300 needy senior citizens appreciate your time and effort.
I would like to acknowledge my “right hand” crew, who I can count on every month: Steve Finer, Mark and Shelly Barbash,
Roy Silverman, Paula Rosensweig, Steve and Harriet Rellis, Nancy and Rich Sewel, Gail Silverberg, Rick Goldberg, Nina Surden,
Jerry Kaplan, Marty and Gail Rosenfeld, Stan and Roz Schwartzman, Carol Bregman, Jerry Gottesman, Dani Crowell, and
Renee and Ashley Zung. A special thanks to Steve Rellis, who delivers the meals to the JCC Klein Branch every month. If I
forgot anyone, I sincerely apologize. Without these volunteers, this project could not be accomplished. I also want to thank
everyone who contributed your gifts of tzdakah this year to Cook For a Friend. Without your contributions we would not be
able to prepare these meals.
A very special thank you goes to Linda Crowell and Jerry Gottesman for planning a beautiful evening to raise funds for Cook
for a Friend. The highlight of the evening was author Joanne Caras speaking about her book “Miracles and Meals”, a Holocaust
Survivor Cookbook. Thanks to everyone who came out to support Cook For a Friend by purchasing this wonderful
cookbook.
Please remember, if you’re planning to do a Bar or Bat mitzvah project, community service project or just want to volunteer,
we will be cooking again every third Wednesday of the month, starting Wednesday, October 16th at 5:30 PM. Thank you for
your time, effort and support this year. Have a safe summer and a happy and healthy New Year. See you in the fall.
Cheryle Goldberg, Committee Chairperson

SEARCHING FOR THE
PROMISED LAND?

Pogie1st@gmail.com

LET ME LEAD THE WAY

Nadine Simantov
Co-Owner/Realtor

Cell:215-858-2068 Office:215-757-6100 x 125
nadinesimantov@gmail.com
www.NadineSimantov.com
Triple Gold Award
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Inclusion B’Kavod

The Start of Our Second Year

Broadcasting the High Holiday Services Live on Your Computer!
We are proud and excited to share with you that Ohev Shalom and the Inclusion B’Kavod Committee has arranged for live streaming to be
available for our High Holy Day services this year. Those in our community who in the past have been unable to be present in the
synagogue due to special challenges, illness or other reasons, are now able to use their computer to watch a live broadcast of the High
Holy Day services by accessing a link on our Ohev Shalom website. The High Holy Day services will be able to be seen in their entirety.
Live streaming is another way that enables us to reach out and include those who otherwise would not be able to experience the holidays
with the congregation. Please look for login information and details on how to utilize live streaming for yourself or a loved one on our
website. Live streaming is available to any member of our community regardless of his or her affiliation with Ohev Shalom or any other
synagogue.
Sign Language Interpreter will be Present on the First Day of Rosh Hashanah!
The Inclusion B’Kavod Committee is very pleased to announce that an American Sign Language Interpreter will be present to sign part of
the morning services on the first day of Rosh Hashanah. Brandi Lerner will sign from 10:30- 12:30, including the Rabbi’s sermon and the
Musaf service, allowing those who previously could not experience services to more fully participate in our sacred community. Special
seating arrangements are available for those who need to access signing. Please contact the Ohev Shalom office when you receive your
tickets, to indicate that you or a family member will require this service. We are extremely proud to be offering this service and are grateful
to Brandi Lerner for graciously donating her talent to us on this High Holy Day.
Celebrations! Returns to Ohev Shalom for Our Second Year- New Families Welcome
After a successful and well received first year of the Celebrations! Program, Ohev Shalom is happy to announce we are once again offering
this creative Shabbat worship and educational program. Celebrations! was specifically created for families with children whose special needs
may impact their ability to participate in traditional Shabbat services. It is provided at no cost to members of Ohev Shalom, as well as the
Greater Jewish Community, for children ages 4-18. Siblings and grandparents are welcome to participate in this exciting Shabbat experience
also. Under the guidance and direction of Suzanne Gold, an experienced special education teacher, and Rabbinical student and vocalist
Hannah Spiro, a musical and joyful Shabbat will be shared by all who participate.
Upcoming Dates and Themes for 2013-2014
September 28

Simchat Torah

January 18

Tu B’Shvat

April 5

Passover

October 26

Shabbat

February 1

Havdallah

May 10

Lag B’Omer

November 16

Hannakah

March 1

Purim

June 7

Closing Event

Advanced pre-registration is required. Contact: Celebrations@ohev.org or call Shelley Rubin at 215-399-7668
INCLUSION B’ KAVOD KICK OFF MEETING 2013-2014 MONDAY SEPTEMBER 16th 7-9pm YOUTH LOUNGE
We invite you to join our Inclusion B’ Kavod Committee as we plan out our agenda for the upcoming year. You will have an opportunity to
help guide the direction of our work as well as to choose which projects you are passionate about and would like to focus on. We are
excited about some of our upcoming Initiatives which include, but are not limited to:


Marketing & Publicity



Special Programs such as our Dan Gottlieb Speaker Event in February



Alternate and Expanded prayer book options (including images, braille, large print)



Celebrations!



Alternative Services Options



Fundraising



Sensitivity & Awareness



Accommodations and Accessibility



Collaboration with other synagogues on sharing Inclusion resources and information and conducting joint programing.

Together with you, we can continue to expand our inclusion initiative and we welcome those interested to participate with us.
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Welcoming a new Special Needs Coordinator
The Religious School and Inclusion B’Kavod Committees are pleased to announce that Suzanne Gold has joined the Ohev Shalom Religious
School as the Special Needs Coordinator. Arlene Roman has stepped down from this role to pursue travel and spend time with her family,
but she will remain an active volunteer in our Religious School community and with our Celebrations and Inclusion programing.
We are excited to have Suzanne on board. She is already hard at work preparing for the year. If you would like to contact her you can do so
at sgold@ohev.org. She is currently arranging to meet with families who are interested in this valuable resource.
Suzanne’s credentials include over 37 years direct instructional teaching to special education students within the School District of
Philadelphia. Prior to joining our team, Suzanne was a Demonstration Special Education teacher for the school district of Philadelphia,
working with students diagnosed with diverse levels of disabilities, including students diagnosed with Autistic Spectrum Disorder, ADD/
ADHD, noncompliant behavior, learning disabilities, and severe developmental delay. As an Inclusion Teacher, she worked closely with
parents and teachers to design specially designed instructions, and environments to meet each student’s unique goals, needs, and interests to
create effective lesson plans and activities. Suzanne’s education includes Bachelor’s Degree from Temple University in Elementary Education;
Masters of Education in Special Education from The College of New Jersey; Certificate in Jewish Education from Gratz College; and
Certificate in Administration for Special Education from Temple University.
Suzanne volunteers as our Celebrations! Lead Teacher. She works closely with clergy and educators to develop and implement interactive
monthly Shabbat service programming, making a Shabbat experience available to children of varied abilities.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out, no concern is too large or too small to share with Suzanne or Barbara. Each child is understood as an
individual and our goal is to meet the specific learning needs of your children, whatever they may be.
Save the Date! Sunday, February 9, 2014 9 am – 12 pm
DAN GOTTLIEB
In celebration of Jewish Disabilities Awareness Month, the Inclusion B'Kavod Committee welcomes Dr. Daniel Gottlieb, host of Voices in
the Family heard on WHYY 90.9 FM. Dr. Gottlieb will be speaking on issues of inclusion, from a personal and professional perspective.
"The greatest pain in this world is alienation. To cure is simple. It begins with eye contact and grows into compassion."

bruce@rislerfinancial.com
www.rislerfinancial.com

joanne@ruvoautomation.com
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Ryan Wohl

Saturday, September 21st

Hi, my name is Ryan Wohl and I will become a Bar Mitzvah on September 21, 2013.
I have been a student at Ohev Shalom since I was three years old. I have a brother, Luke, who is
16 and a sister, Taylor, who is 7. I will be starting 7th grade at Richboro Middle School in
September. I play baseball, basketball and hockey. I am attending my 8th year at Southampton
Summer Day Camp.
I want to thank Cantor Paul for helping me get ready for my Bar Mitzvah. I also want to thank
Rabbi Perlstein for all of his support. Lastly, I want to thank my parents for always supporting
me. I am looking forward to my upcoming Bar Mitzvah.

Riley Warren

Sunday, September 22nd

My name is Riley Warren and I will become a Bar-Mitzvah on Sunday, September 22, 2013. I am
in 8th grade at Lenape Middle School. I played soccer, participated in Snow sports club and ran
track for Lenape last year and plan to continue doing all of those activities again this school year.
I enjoy art and won the middle school poster contest last year for Central Bucks Schools.
I have been at Ohev Shalom since I was in the 3’s class. I enjoy my Ohev friends that I have
made over the years and look forward to spending more time with them while we continue our
Jewish education at Gratz Hebrew high school. For my Mitzvah project, I helped on Wednesday
nights with Cook For a Friend in Ohev Shalom’s kitchen. I hope that I can continue doing this
mitzvah after my Bar-Mitzvah.
I would like to thank my Hebrew school teachers, Cantor Frimark and Rabbi Perlstein who have
helped me prepare for my Bar-Mitzvah. I would also like to thank my family for their love,
support and guidance throughout my Hebrew school years at Ohev Shalom. I look forward to celebrating this milestone here in
September and in Israel in December.

College Connection

Parents, make sure your son or daughter is part
of the College Connection at Ohev!

The College Connection sends token holiday gifts and e-mail messages about Jewish holidays and Ohev happenings, keeping
our college/graduate students part of the Ohev community. Favorites have been Starbucks gift cards at the beginning of the
year, dreidels and gelt, trail mix for Tu Bishvat, and lottery tickets for Purim.
To register your college/graduate student, please complete the form on our website http://www.ohev.org/college-connection/.
The information is sent directly to our database. Please notify us when your student has graduated or is studying
abroad. Students who are abroad will receive e-mails, but we do not send packages overseas.
Volunteers are needed for a very easy task. Packing and shipping the gifts is much easier when a few people work together for
just an hour or so every few months. We gather at one of our homes over coffee and dessert, set up an assembly line, and
are finished before we know it. Great conversations with other college parents, too. Please let us know if you can help.
We are able to send gifts to our students because of your generosity. We do not rely on synagogue funds. Please think of the
College Connection Fund when you want to celebrate a simcha or remember someone special. Contributions may be made
online or mailed to the synagogue.
Questions? Contact us at collegeconnection@ohev.org.
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Ashley Weiss
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Saturday, September 28th

Hi! My name is Ashley Weiss and I am extremely excited to become a Bat Mitzvah on
September 28th, 2013. I am an 8th grader at Holicong Middle School and turned 13 years old
on September 3rd. I am a distinguished honors student with a GPA of 4.0 and have truly been
enjoying my middle school experience. I have made so many amazing new friends and have also
been taught by great teachers. Last year, I participated in the Holicong Middle School band,
track team, art crew, and the play “You're a Good Man Charlie Brown”.
I have always enjoyed making artwork and knew I wanted to incorporate my love of art into my
Bat Mitzvah Project. I chose to help an organization called Fresh Artists. They give art supplies
to underprivileged schools in the Philadelphia area so they too can have art classes in their
programs. In the summer of 2012, I had an art party with my friends where we created pieces
of artwork and greeting cards to sell. I also continued to make cards and personal art pieces
throughout the year. All of the money I received went directly to the Fresh Artists organization.
They donated an entire box of supplies to a school in honor of my charitable contribution.
Once a month during Hebrew School, I also helped out with Cook For a Friend. I packaged
meals for older adults who may not be able to prepare food for themselves. I enjoyed working on this project with my friends and other
Ohev members knowing that I was participating in a worthwhile and rewarding cause.
Some of my interests include making artwork, playing tennis, running track, playing the flute, bike riding, going on vacation, and spending
time with family and friends. I also like to play on my iPod and read in my free time. This past summer, my family and I vacationed at the
cities of Ocean City, Raleigh, Charleston and Myrtle Beach. I also participated in pottery, tennis, and drawing camps.
I have truly enjoyed the entire experience of preparing for my Bat Mitzvah. I could not have reached this important milestone in my life
without the help, love, and support of my parents and sister. Thank you to Rabbi Perlstein and Cantor Frimark for helping me prepare
for my Bat Mitzvah. I cannot wait to celebrate and have a great time with family and friends!

sarakinteriors@gmail.com
www.saraktorjmaninteriors.com

drgelb@aol.com
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SEPTEMBER 2013
Sun Sep 1

26th of Elul

Mon Sep 2

27th of Elul

Tue Sep 3

28th of Elul

Wed Sep 4
29th of Elul
Erev Rosh Hashanah
6 pm Ma’arive
7:09 pm Candle Lighting
Thu Sep 5
1st of Tishrei
Rosh Hashanah 5774
8:30 am Shaharit
10:15 am Junior Congregation
1 pm and 5:30 pm Tashlich
6 pm Ma’ariv
Fri Sep 6
2nd of Tishrei
Rosh Hashanah II
8:30 am Shaharit
10 am Blessing of the Babies
10:15 am Junior Congregation
6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:06 pm Candle Lighting
Sat Sep 7
3rd of Tishrei
9:30 am Shaharit
8:34 pm Havdalah
Sun Sep 8
4th of Tishrei
9:00 am First Day of
Religious School Gan - Hei
9:45 am Aleph Orientation with
Rabbi Perlstein
10:45 am Hei Orientation with
Rabbi Perlstein
Mon Sep 9

5th of Tishrei

Tue Sep 10

6th of Tishrei

Wed Sep 11
7th of Tishrei
7:00 pm Gratz JCHS at Ohev
Student & Parent Orientation
7:30 pm Executive Comm. Mtg.
Thu Sep 12

8th of Tishrei

Fri Sep 13
9th of Tishrei
Erev Yom Kippur
6:30 pm Kol Nidre

Sun Sep 22
18th of Tishrei
Sukkot IV (CH''M)
- Riley Warren Bar Mitzvah

Sat Sep 14
10th of Tishrei
Yom Kippur
8:30 am Shaharit
1 pm Yizkor
5 pm Minha
6:30 pm Neilah
8:22 pm Havdalah

Mon Sep 23 19th of Tishrei
Sukkot V (CH''M)

Sun Sep 15

11th of Tishrei

Mon Sep 16 12th of Tishrei
1 pm Action Karate
Demonstration Class
7 pm Inclusion B’Kavod
Kick Off Meeting
Tue Sep 17

13th of Tishrei

Wed Sep 18 14th of Tishrei
Erev Sukkot
6 pm Ma’Ariv
6 pm Sukkot Bet Class Dinner in
Sukkah
6:46pm Candle Lighting
7:30 pm Board of Directors Mtg.

Tue Sep 24
20th of Tishrei
Sukkot VI (CH''M)
Wed Sep 25 21st of Tishrei
Sukkot VII (Hoshana Raba)
No Religious School
6:34 pm Candle Lighting
7 pm Ma’ariv includes Yizkor
Thu Sep 26 22nd of Tishrei
Shmini Atzeret
9:15 am Shaharit
11 am Yizkor
6 pm Ma’ariv
6:30 Simhat Torah Congregational
Service and Celebration
Fri Sep 27
23rd of Tishrei
Simchat Torah
9:30 am Shaharit
6 pm Services
6:31 pm Candle Lighting

Thu Sep 19
15th of Tishrei
Sukkot I
9:30 am Shaharit
7 pm Ma’ariv

Sat Sep 28
24th of Tishrei
9:30am Services
- Ashley Weiss Bat Mitzvah
7:59pm Havdalah

Fri Sep 20
16th of Tishrei
Sukkot II
9:30 am Shaharit
6 pm Services
6:42 pm Candle Lighting

Sun Sep 29
25th of Tishrei
Aleph Wimple Workshop

Sat Sep 21
17th of Tishrei
Sukkot III (CH''M)
9:30 am Services
- Ryan Wohl Bar Mitzvah
8:11pm Havdalah

Mon Sep 30

26th of Tishrei

P AGE

Fundraising
Ohev Shalom's TD Affiliation & How You Can Help
Do you have any accounts at TD BANK? You do? Great!!!
By simply going to the TD Richboro branch and telling them
you are a member of Ohev, we will make between 1/4 1/2% of your balance. Of course all your information is
strictly confidential.
What a great way to help Ohev with so little effort.
When you visit TD to either open an account or inform
them of your present accounts ask for Reyka or Jason.
Thank you for your support.
Linda Crowell

www.briarwooddaycamp.com
info@briarwooddaycamp.com
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Sukkah Hop
Ohev Shalom’s First Annual Sukkah Hop

Sunday, Sept. 22nd
Join us on an exciting adventure as we hop from Sukkah to
Sukkah.
The starting point will be at Ohev Shalom at noon, following
Religious School.
Route maps and snacks will be distributed as you begin your
trek.
To be a Sukkah Host or Sukkah Hopper, RSVP to
Sukkot@ohev.org.
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Sisterhood
Thursday, November 7
Rabbi’s Book Review
Dinner at 6:15 p.m
"Hush" by Eishes Chayil
A story of abuse in the complex and closed
community of Borough Park where tradition
and today’s reality struggle for balance.
Attention Canasta Players
Canasta Open Play each week on Thursday from 1 to 3 pm at Ohev
Shalom in the Social Hall. Open play is just $ 2.00.
On Thursdays lessons are offered for $5/lesson or $18/for a series of
4 lessons. To request lessons, please email jebecker4@verizon.net.
Mah Jongg League
Tuesdays at 1:00 pm
18 week session - $54.00
$$ Prizes
Luncheon at 12:15 pm
Any questions call Karol Silver 215-322-9284

In Honor of
Brandon Goldberg’s engagement to Diana, by
Iris & Mort Segal
Marsha & Michael Freedman
Nadine Myerson’s speedy recovery, by Linda Crowell
The birth of Harrison Reed Shapiro, grandson of
Linda & Mark Shapiro, by
Joanne & Howard Babbitt
Linda Crowell & Stephen Springer
Roberta & Greg Gordon
Janet & Marc Weisberg
Iris & Mort Segal
Syra & Norman Schutzbank
Marsha & Michael Freedman
Fran & Roy Silverman
Agnes Lebovic
Samara Jaffe’s engagement, by Marsha & Michael Freedman
Heather Barbash’s marriage, by Marsha & Michael Freedman
Josh Havier’s engagement, by Iris & Mort Segal
Gayle Brooks’ speedy recovery, by Sisterhood
The marriage of Adam Fine & Lynne Lee, by
Joanne & Howard Babbitt
Roberta & Greg Gordon
Lynne & Fred Poritsky

Sisterhood Paid-Up Membership Dinner
Thursday, October 10. See page 16 for details.
Fashion Show and Dinner
Monday, October 21. See Page 17 for details.
Boscov's Friends Helping Friends Day.
Tuesday, October 22.
Purchase a $5 ticket in advance from Ohev Shalom
Sisterhood. Get 25% discount at Boscov's plus chance to win
door prizes and shopping sprees.
Call Ileene Jaffe 215-629-6684.
Mid-Atlantic Region Founder's Day at Ohev Shalom.
Sunday, November 17.
Torah Fund
Donate to Support Conservative/Masorti Judaism throughout
the world including the Jewish Theological Seminary.
New Pins Available for 2013-2014.
Call Chairperson Michele Bernstein 215-741-9937.
In Memory of
Jacob C. Handelsman, brother of Bea Tannenbaum, by
Iris & Mort Segal
Fran & Roy Silverman
Dorothy Singer, mother of Dawn Hurwitz, by Sisterhood
Fredda Kesselman, mother of Michael Kesselman,
by Joanne & Howard Babbitt
Dora Kaye, by Libby & David Weiss
Ruthann Pasker, wife of Irwin Pasker,
by Joanne & Howard Babbitt
Yahrzeit of Jeanette Goldstein, by Lynne & Fred Poritsky
Yahrzeit of Elizabeth Poritsky, by Lynne & Fred Poritsky
Shirley Levin, mother of Shelley Geltzer, by Sisterhood &
Joanne & Howard Babbitt
Roberta & Greg Gordon
Janet & Marc Weisberg
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Men’s Club
As you are reading this we have had two great summer events – Jewish Heritage Day at the
Trenton Thunder, where despite the threatening weather, over 50 of us turned out to
watch the Yankees AA farm team play the Harrisburg Senators, and Jewish Heritage Day at
the Phillies.
Our Men's Club Calendar is complete and everyone has received a copy, along with our
Membership Drive mailer. We have two great upcoming events – our inaugural Scotch and
Steak in the Sukkah, scheduled for September 19th (see page 18), and the Federation of
Jewish Men's Clubs Mid-Atlantic Region Tour du Shuls Bicycle Ride on Sunday, September
22nd. The Scotch and Steak in the Sukkah will start off with appetizers in the Sukkah
followed by Minyan and then a Food Design catered steak dinner in the synagogue. The
event is open to both men and women in the congregation over the age of 21.
This year there will be two bicycle rides held on the 19th – one following the route of last
year on this side of the Delaware River, and the second a Tour of New Jersey shuls – the
ride benefits Camp Ramah, and I urge all Camp Ramah families to participate. Last year over
$30,000.00 was raised to benefit the camp and we hope to improve the number this year.
Flyers for both of these events accompanied the membership letter mailing. We are looking
forward to you joining us for what promises to be exciting year of programs. If you have
not done so, please send in your completed membership form with your dues.
On behalf of the Men's Club Board of Directors we want to wish all a Happy and Healthy
New Year.
Mark Podob

Newtown

IRIS SEGAL, ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES






Take advantage of my 26 years experience.
I am a member of the Centurion Honor Society
Specializing in Residential Resale & New Construction
Proudly Serving Bucks, Philadelphia & Montgomery Counties
From Your First Home to Your Dream Home, I Can Help!

(SRES) Seniors Real Estate Specialist
(ABR) Accredited Buyer Representative
(CRS) Certified Residential Specialist
OFFICE: 215-968-6703
CELL: 267-474-7030
WEBSITE: www.irissegal.com
E-MAIL: iris@century21.com
IRIS is a proud and active member of Ohev Shalom since 1978.

Results Not Promises,
When Buying or
Selling Your Home
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From the President, Continued from page 3
From time to time over the last few months, I would be at another synagogue and I would rise to say the
Mee Sheberach prayer, but it was not the same. My Rabbi was not there, nor were Fran, Gail, Jerry, Jeff,
Chanah or the ATM ladies.
I prayed for the r’fuah shlemah, the speedy recovery, of my mother, but frankly I did not expect it would
be my prayers that would make her better. My prayers however set me in the right frame of mind for her
death, and sort of announced her coming death to my community.
As my mother entered her final days, my Rabbi came to visit us and to pray with us and to embrace us. The next day the hospice
Rabbis (two of them) did the same. But, believe me, it is not the same. After my mother died, Rabbi reminded me that he and I had
been through a lot through the years and that is surely true.
My community came to the funeral and my community came to the Shivah at my house and we sang the Havdalah blessings in my
back yard. My mother would have been so proud.
Just after my mother’s death, Bonnie passed away after a long and valiant battle with cancer. That Shabbat morning I was not on
the bimah for the Mee Sheberach prayer. But I stood at my seat when it was time to say Kaddish, just a few rows behind Alan. A
new community is formed.
What would I do without my community? Where would I be?
We are in the month of Elul. In Aramaic, Elul means “search” and during Elul we are to search our hearts as we prepare for the
High Holy Days. In that spirit I would urge each of you to join and support your community as you are able.
Barry

Ohev Shalom Presents
Sunday October 6
Dave Heckler
Bucks County District Attorney
9:30 Breakfast
Join us for a wonderful program and
meet our elected officials.
Full breakfast, Bagels, Lox and Politics.
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Simhat Torah Honoree, Michael Rabinowitz,
Continued from page 4
Michael has been active in the community by coaching youth sports, performing leadership roles for the Boy
Scouts, serving on the boards of synagogues (including Ohev Shalom) and health organizations, and founding
a support organization. He has been a member of Ohev Shalom Men’s Club for several years and enjoys
helping in various events such as preparing the Yom Hashoah candles and building the synagogue sukkah.
Michael looks forward to participating in the Shabbat services at Ohev Shalom and can be found most
weekends at the synagogue. He occasionally reads Torah, but more often is honored by lifting the Torah.
Through his global position at Merck, Michael has been able to travel to many countries and participates in
local services as available. Still, he prefers the warm atmosphere at Ohev with friends and family whenever possible.

Simhat Torah Honoree, Judie Weiss
Continued from page 4
her Masters Thesis work as part of the Cleft Palate Team at the University of Chicago Hospitals and Clinics.
Judie began working as a full time therapist in Chicago in 1979. She worked with regular education and
special education students and spearheaded a research project for junior high language. She was an adjunct
professor at Governors State University where she supervised student teachers in speech pathology. While
in Chicago, Judie began teaching Sunday school in Hyde Park, and, like her father, taught for more than 15
years both in Chicago and in Philadelphia. While in Chicago, Judie traveled to Israel with the Volunteers for Israel program. She felt
that giving time was more valuable than giving money because it allowed a reservist to spend time with his/her family.
Judie moved to Philadelphia in 1986. She is the mother of Marilyn and Natalie. Marilyn teaches chemistry while her husband John is
completing his Ph.D and Natalie teaches Music for Teach for America in Indianapolis. Judie became affiliated with Ohev Shalom in
1996. She attends Shabbat services regularly, and has been a past board member, (Ritual) and takes advantage of Adult Education
classes offered at Ohev. She has been a choir member since joining Ohev and has volunteered for many events. When Marilyn and
Natalie were young, Judie was active in Hadassah and held local and regional fundraising positions. She has traveled with Hadassah
to Israel for its National Convention. Judie has worked as a Speech/Language Pathologist at Mill Creek Elementary School is
Warringtion, PA, for the past eight years. During the summers she travels as a teacher/leader with junior high students for People
to People with the goal of building global understanding through interaction and exposure to different cultures.
She would like to express her gratitude for being selected to receive the honor of Kallah Torah. Synagogue life is the foundation
for all that she does. Ohev Shalom has been an important part of her life since joining in 1996. It is her second home. Shabbat gives
her much needed time for rest and rejuvenation. The Torah is and always has been a guide for living a life worthy of being the
daughter of her beloved parents. Participation in the Mitzvah Initiative was inspirational to her and offered her a space for personal
growth and reflection. Her Jewish life has brought comfort in times of need and joy in times of celebration. She is proud to
continue the tradition of service attendance - from her father to her daughters - and she experiences great pleasure speaking to
her children in Indianapolis before they attend services together.
Judie wishes a peaceful year to all Ohev members and their families. As her father ends every talk and every letter - BE WELL and
BE KIND. It has been a direction she has tried to follow.

Fundraising

Follow the Ohev 'BRICK' Road

Our brick pathway can continue to grow with your help.
Purchase a brick for a special simcha, milestone, achievement or family member in your
life and see it become a permanent part of our synagogue.
Contact Linda Crowell for information or help with making an inscription.
215-450-2405 or Lindasue1015@yahoo.com
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The Rabbi’s Study, Continued from page 2
people where they are. The initial transaction may not be filling out a membership application and immediately making out a
check. We begin with a relationship with that individual or family, and they hopefully will decide to actually become part of our
Ohev Shalom family. We then have to work at that ongoing relationship. In the marketplace of religious options today, nothing
is to be taken for granted.
While the live-streaming was conceived to respond to those physically unable to be in their synagogue, I am excited by what
it might mean to those for whom this might be a first step in their Jewish lives. A young person with no plans to attend a
synagogue, a family that lives in a remote area or a person traveling on business might learn about this opportunity and take it in as a real gift. Part
of the service will later be available to watch “on demand.”
I am happy how enthusiastically this endeavor, part of our Inclusion B’Kavod, was received when it was presented to the Executive Committee,
the Religious Committee and the Board of Directors. Like the unobtrusive camera in the Sanctuary used to create DVDs of B’nai Mitzvah and
other life cycle events, the cameras used for this will be unobtrusive. The person directing the cameras will be doing so remotely in a private
space. This year, the cameras will be trained exclusively on the Bimah. I am also happy that the company providing this service is owned by a
young man who grew up in our synagogue.
Additionally, on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, a portion of the service including the sermon will be signed by a professional signer. We have
special listening devices available in the Sanctuary for those hearing impaired and for those whose hearing is more severely impaired, they will
have an opportunity to follow the service.
I am looking forward to being together with you in the synagogue for the New Year. While we enjoy being with our community, praying with
each other and reaching out to each other for a good hand shake or hug, we can have the added joy knowing that we are reaching out to many
others. Though they can not be present this year, they can also feel embraced in knowing that the synagogue is thinking of them and including
them with respect. That is the meaning of Inclusion B’Kavod.
Janie and I wish you and those you love a happy, sweet and healthy new year.
Rabbi

www.diamondridgecamps.com
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I am pleased to report that our participation in the Areivim Legacy Project has been successfully adding to the long term health and sustainability
of our beloved Shul. Since we started, we have had fourteen dedicated congregants and leaders sign a Letter of Intent to either:
 Name Ohev as a beneficiary in their Will
• Create a Gift Annuity
 Create a remainder or lead charitable trust
• Create or add to an endowment
Two of these donors helped fund the start-up of the Inclusion B’Kavod project and our numbers include both
congregants, senior staff and board members. If you have a love for Ohev and want to join us in our commitment to position Ohev to continue
to be the place that plays a pivotal role in our lives by offering pre-school, Hebrew school, a place to worship and celebrate life events please join
us by signing a Letter of Intent of your own. When signing the Letter of Intent, no one will ask you to give money now, nor to commit a specific
amount. We simply ask that you join us in developing a strong legacy and endowment program that will sustain our Ohev for future generations.
Please review the Letter of Intent and if you want to join us in being part of the Legacy Society please complete it and send it back to Ohev.
Thank you,
Stephen W. Wouch, Endowment Committee Chair

Religious School, Continued from page 5
having the Religious School calendar accessible via the synagogue’s website (it’s up already), or classroom-related
information shared via email or offering face-to-face conferences, timely and effective communication is our commitment.
This year we are also encouraging our students to take the time to share with their families something that they
learned during a Religious School session that really touched them and interested them. Then, if they wish, they can share
their family discussion with their classmates and teacher. We ask that our Religious School families commit to this as well
by reading handouts and emails. This joint commitment will strengthen communication on both sides and will also
reinforce our children’s learning.
The first day of Religious School is Sunday September 8th for all students Gan – Hei. Students and their families will meet in the Sanctuary at
9:00 am for a very brief introductory assembly. Then students and teachers will head to the classrooms for a fun day of learning and parents will
be dismissed. Aleph parents are invited to remain in the Sanctuary for an orientation with Rabbi Perlstein to learn more about Ohev Shalom’s
Religious School program. Later that same morning at 10:45 am, Hei parents are invited to attend an orientation with Rabbi Perlstein to discuss
the expectations of this pivotal, Religious School year.
I look forward to seeing everyone, reconnecting with students and families, meeting new ones and most importantly, helping to ensure the
quality, Jewish education that our students deserve. My email address is bglickman@ohev.org if you have any questions, would like more
information or if you just want to say hello! L’shana tovah!

Ohev Shalom
of Bucks County
215-322-9595

Dr. Eliott N. Perlstein, Rabbi

215-322-9819

Paul Frimark, Cantor

215-322-9595, ext 54

cantor@ohev.org

Rabbi@ohev.org

Fred Z. Poritsky, Executive Director
Lori-An Penchansky, Dir. of Early Education

215-322-9595, ext 55
215-322-9583, ext 21

fporitsky@ohev.org
lpenchansky@ohev.org

Barbara Glickman, Interim Religious School Director
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Shop n Bag
Murray Battleman, Owner
and member of Ohev Shalom
A full service Supermarket giving great value to our community
Use Shop n Bag scrip and benefit Ohev Shalom
1025 N. Second Street Pike, Richboro, PA 18954, (215) 355-5300

