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 There is a substantial list of reasons for us to 
feel proud of our synagogue, our community. A 
few weeks ago, I became aware of another reason 
and I would immediately place this near the top of 
the list. 

 Does the number $3,707,672.00 sound like a lot 
to you? Compared to the national debt, it’s not 
even a tiny drop in the bucket but let’s think about 
happier things. We would all agree it is pretty 
substantial. 

 What I learned a few weeks ago is this is the 
amount that members of Ohev Shalom have 
invested in Israel Bonds over the past ten years. 
That amount averages to be an investment of 
$370,762 per year, though there have been some 
years somewhat leaner and some years much 
stronger. These are investments, not donations, 
yet we can call the investment a form of a gift. 
These dollars make it possibly for the State of 
Israel to do the incredible work it does in moving 
this young dynamic ever growing country forward.  

 From Israel’s perspective, these are loans Israel 
is taking. The loans are not from a distant bank 
but from caring and loving Jews and non Jews 
throughout the world. Israel has never taken 
advantage of that caring and love. Israel has never 
once failed to pay out the cost of a bond when it 
came due since Israel Bonds began in the early 
1950’s. On the other hand, I have surely taken 
advantage of my investments in Israel Bonds. Some 
things Janie and I have wanted to do have been 
possible thanks to Bonds in which we invested 
some years ago coming due. It is a win win. 

 Our leanest year in the past ten saw 
investments of $169,050.00 and our strongest 
year being 2013 saw investments of 
$834,680.00. Our investments range from $36.00 
in the eMitzvah Bonds to $100,000.00. Some 
members of our community with an especially 
deep love for Israel have taken a bank loan for the 
$100,000.00, invested that money in Israel Bonds, 
and paid the interest rate on that amount to the 
US bank from which they borrowed it. Putting this 
amount of money on the table that they have to 
repay the bank, they have total trust that Israel 
will make its payment in a timely manner which, 
again, Israel always does. 

 This year, we are celebrating Israel’s 66th 
Anniversary. In the world of Gematria, where 
Hebrew letters have a numerical value, a word 
whose letters add up to 66 is nediv. This word 

comes from the Torah. It means generous. We 
could say that we are looking for those who are 
generous who would invest in Israel Bonds, but that 
would not be totally true. Again, this is an 
investment and not a gift. It is a loan to the State of 
Israel that will be repaid. On a good year in the 
market, the rate of return on the Bonds cannot 
compare. That is true and therein may lie a certain 
generosity. On the other hand, no one has ever lost 
any of their capital in Israel Bonds. Another Hebrew 
word that has a numerical equivalent of 66 is 
yelechu meaning they will go forward. Israel goes 
forward with added strength and ability and 
confidence when they do not go alone but with 
lovers of Zion Jews and non Jews around the world. 

 We can watch Israel go forward from the sidelines 
or we can join Israel in going forward by investing in 
her and then have greater reason to be proud. 
Monday May 5 is Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s Memorial 
Day. All Israelis have someone(s) to mourn. They 
have given what is precious beyond words and the 
grief will never fully heal. Tuesday May 6 is Yom Ha-
atzma-ut, Israel’s Independence Day. Overnight, 
incredibly, the entire country goes from grief to 
celebration. 

 The American Jewish community has many 
varying views on Israel today. So does the Israeli 
Jewish community have many varying views on Israel 
today. That is the definition of a robust 
democracy. Can we though agree on anything? Yes 
indeed! Let's agree that we have great reason to 
celebrate Israel's 66th anniversary and hope for 
infinitely more. Let's also agree about each of us 
finding our own ways to connect with Israel. There 
are many ways. I know for many of us, one way will 
continue to be or begin to be our investments in 
Israel Bonds. With our Bonds, we have a stake in 
Israel's future. With our Bonds, we are not only 
watching from the sidelines and feeling pride, we are 
participants in that pride. 

 May Israel go forward yelechu from strength to 
strength and someday soon know the blessing of 
Peace.  

Shalom, 

Eliott Perlstein 

Rabbi Eliott Perlstein 

The Rabbi’s Study Another Reason to Be Proud 

Follow me on Twitter 
@EliottPerlstein 

We can watch Israel 
go forward from the 

sidelines 
 or 

 we can join Israel in 
going forward by 
investing in her  



P A G E  3  

From the President 

Barry L. Klein 
President 

I was picking up my daughter at Barrack Hebrew 
Academy and I had a few minutes to wait.  I wandered 
into the library.  I love Jewish libraries.  I found myself 
in front of several sets of Talmud.  As it was just a few 
days before Pesach, I took out the Tractate Pesachim, 
the volume about Pesach.  Ok, so I am a geek.  Rabbi 
told me once that he spent five years in Rabbinical 
School studying texts, so I figured I could spend 15 
minutes. 

The first rule in the tractate is about when we search 
for hametz.  It begins: “On the evening of the 
fourteenth” of Nisan.  The word for evening is “or” 
which means “light”.  For pages the Rabbis discuss why 
“or” is translated in this context as “evening.”  They 
review where the Bible uses the term “or”, whether it 
is used as a verb or a noun, how to reconcile it when it 
seems to mean “day.”  They review mention after 
mention of the word “or” in the Bible to determine 
whether  “or” can mean “evening.” 

One Rabbi points to a verse in Genesis where it says 
“As soon as the morning was or, the men were sent 
away.”  Doesn’t this mean or has to mean “day”?  No, 

say his colleagues. Or here is a verb:  “The morning 
lightened.” 

Another Rabbi asks what about Genesis where it is 
written “And G-d called the or Day and the darkness 
he called night”?  Doesn’t this mean that or must mean 
day?  Again his colleagues reply - No. G-d was not 
calling the day “or”.  G-d was commanding the light to 
make a day. 

And so forth.  After much of this back and forth the 
rabbis realize that they can prove that or does not 
necessarily mean day, but nowhere can they find that it 
means night.  And they arrive upon this solution:  Or 
means day or light, but in the mishna it is used as a 
euphemism for night.  The rabbis who wrote the 
Mishnah didn’t want to start the book about Pesach, 
the holiday of our liberation, the holiday that begins 
our history as a nation, with a word like darkness that 
has negative connotations. 

The rabbis take this opportunity to veer into an 
unrelated topic.  The topic of how to give bad news.   
The rabbis say that one should never offer bad news 

(Continued on page 18) 

All about “or” and  
the year’s top ten list for Ohev 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Annual 
Congregation 

Meeting 
Wednesday  
May 14th 
7:30 pm 

Thinking about buying, renting or 
investing in South Florida? 

I'm a licensed Realtor in the state of Florida and 
specialize in Palm Beach County including Boca 
Raton, Delray Beach, Boynton Beach, Lake Worth, 
Wellington and The Palm Beaches. 
Call me today so that I can answer any questions 
that you may have regarding South Florida! 

 
Stacy Vidro 
Re/Max Direct 
Cell: (561) 596-6419 
stacyvidro@gmail.com 
www.stacyvidro.remaxagent.com 

www.SRDAYCAMPS.com 

mailto:stacyvidro@gmail.com
http://www.stacyvidro.remaxagent.com
http://www.srdaycamps.com
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Faculty Spotlight 
GAVIN BERKOWITZ 

1. When you are not teaching Mechina at Ohev, what 
do you do for a living?  

I am a Regional Transportation Manager 

2. Where did you go to college and what was your 
major?  

Penn State.   I majored in Operations Management 
and Logistics. 

3. Tell us why you chose to teach at Ohev?  

I love teaching kids. I have several family members 
that belong to Ohev. I get that warm fuzzy feeling 
when I walk in the door every week. 

4. You are a rookie educator at Ohev, but have many 
years Jewish teaching experience, what is your favorite 
“A-ha” teacher moment?  

A former student of mine invited me to his Bar-
Mitzvah, and personally thanked me in his speech 
for making his Hebrew School experience so 
much fun. That's when I said "A-ha", I was meant 
to teach and give back to the Jewish community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What was one of your most personal, pivotal Jewish 
experiences?  

Spending the summer in Israel on the Gratz Masada 
Tour. 

6. Name the title of the last book that you read. 

Stephen King’s Under the Dome. 

7. One thing that most people don't know about you is ... 

I am an "Open Book." All you need to do is ask me, 
and I will share. 

Barbara Glickman 
Interim Religious  
School Principal 

Religious School 

The Hebrew School is 
looking for donations of 
used iPads and Tablets. 

Please contact            
Barbara Glickman         

215-322-9597 
bglickman@ohev.org       

to donate. 

Compliments of: 

 

MITCHELL B. GERSON, ESQUIRE 

Legal services to the business community 

 

Contracts.  Counseling.  Planning.  Transactions.   

Franchising.  Corporations, partnerships and entities. 

Business acquisitions.  Purchase and lease property. 

Employment matters. Trademarks and copyrights.  

  

2865 S. Eagle Road, Suite 386 Telephone:  215-504-9494 

Newtown, PA 18940  Facsimile:   215-504-9495 

www.mgersonlaw.com   gerson@mgersonlaw.com 

 
Sarah’s Dog and  

House-sitting Service 
x� sarahdogandhousesitting@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Sarah Washerstein 
215-630-0513 

 
David Geltzer, CLTC, LUTCF 
Agent 
CA Ins. Lic. # 0131975 
 
New York Life Insurance Conpany 
172 Evergreen Court 
Holland, PA 18966 
Tel. 215 920 9194       Fax 215 525 4469 
dgeltzer@ft.newyorklife.com 
 
 
The Company You Keep® 

mailto:bglickman@ohev.org
http://www.mgersonlaw.com
mailto:gerson@mgersonlaw.com
mailto:sarahdogandhousesitting@gmail.com
mailto:dgeltzer@ft.newyorklife.com
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Hei Class  

Trip to the Holocaust Museum 

Religious School 

Confirmation Class 

Trip to see Newsies 

 Sponsored by Fanta Orange Soda 
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Early Education Center 
It is with great pleasure and excitement that we are pleased to 
inform you that the Ohev Early Education Center search 
committee has selected new leadership for our preschool 
program for the upcoming 2014-2015 school year. 

Over the past few months we interviewed several candidates 
with excellent qualifications. Our committee (comprised of 
dedicated congregants/professionals in the education field, as 
well as representatives from the EEC and at large Ohev Shalom 
community) spent great time defining who we feel our children, 
families, and community need to help guide and lead us. We 
determined that the skill set needed to effectively run a school, 
provide leadership to our teachers, and develop excellent 
programs is enormous - and these are just a few of the 
responsibilities required of a preschool director. 

We are thrilled to announce that we have found the perfect 
combination of two of the most qualified, dynamic, and special 
people who we know will take our Early Education Center 
program to new heights. 

Beginning July 1st, Jacky Siegel will be our permanent Early 
Education Center Director and Barbara Glickman will be our 
Early Education Center Assistant Director. Each will focus and 
dedicate her talents on different aspects of our school program 

to make continued improvements to our already terrific 
school. Jacky and Barbara will work collaboratively with each other 
and will be consistently available to you, your children, and our staff 
to provide support and guidance. With Jacky and Barbara's vision, 
strength, leadership, and love for education and our children, we 
are absolutely confident that we have the perfect team. 

For the remainder of this school year, Jacky will continue to act as 
the Interim Early Education Center Director. Additionally, among 
Jacky's responsibilities in her role as the permanent EEC Director, 
she will continue to closely oversee all aspects of her beloved infant 
center. We thank Jacky for her amazing dedication and leadership 
that she has provided to us these past number of months. 

Please join us in wishing both Jacky and Barbara a warm and well-
deserved Mazel Tov. We are certain that with Jacky, Barbara, our 
wonderful teachers, and amazing support from you - our parents, 
that the Ohev Shalom Early Education Center will continue to 
grow and thrive as an educational community in which we can 
share enormous pride. 

B'shalom- 

Rachel Saks (Ohev Shalom First Vice President) &  

Rachel Betesh (EEC Chair) 

New Leadership for 2014-2015 
Jacky Siegel and Barbara Glickman   

Newtown 

IRIS SEGAL, ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES 

 

i� Take advantage of my 26 years experience.  
i� I am a member of the Centurion Honor Society 
i� Specializing in Residential Resale & New Construction  
i� Proudly Serving Bucks, Philadelphia & Montgomery Counties 
i� From Your First Home to Your Dream Home, I Can Help! 

 

(SRES) Seniors Real Estate Specialist 

(ABR) Accredited Buyer Representative 

(CRS) Certified Residential Specialist 

 

OFFICE: 215-968-6703 CELL: 267-474-7030 

WEBSITE: www.irissegal.com E-MAIL: iris@century21.com 

IRIS is a proud and active member of  Ohev Shalom since 1978. 

Results Not Promises, 
When Buying or 

Selling Your Home 

http://www.irissegal.com
mailto:iris@century21.com


P A G E  7  

FOR YOUR PERSONALIZED  
PRINTING NEEDS SEE 

 

 MIMI  POLLACK 
 

FOR INVITATIONS, STATIONERY,  
ACCESSORIES, HOLIDAY CARDS,  

KIPOT, ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BY APPOINTMENT, PLEASE   

215-355-5069 
 

WE CAN CREATE THE MOOD FOR YOUR 
SPECIAL OCCASION 

www.GoldsteinsFuneral.com 

www.poyntelle.com 

SEARCHING FOR THE  
PROMISED LAND? 

  Nadine Simantov 
Co-Owner/Realtor 

Cell:215-858-2068  Office:215-757-6100 x 125 
nadinesimantov@gmail.com 
www.NadineSimantov.com 

Triple Gold Award 

LET ME LEAD THE WAY 

http://www.GoldsteinsFuneral.com
http://www.poyntelle.com
mailto:nadinesimantov@gmail.com
http://www.NadineSimantov.com
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Reflections on Celebrations!  
Families and Volunteers Share Some of the Ways that Celebrations! Has Impacted Their Lives and Touched Their Hearts 
 

The Levin Family, participants:  Celebrations! means so much to our family.  The enthusiasm our son, Aiden, exhibits when he enters 
the doors of the synagogue is priceless.  It is wonderful to witness him running down the hallway to greet the volunteers and friends from 
the program.  He feels at home in the synagogue as a result of the warmth and commitment of everyone involved in the program.  Aiden 
has formed strong relationships with the teen volunteers and seeks them out during other services and events our family participates in.  
Aiden enjoys experiencing the interactive activities with his siblings on a monthly basis.  He is engaged in every aspect of the program.  It is 
his time to shine.  Aiden benefits from the interactive, structured format, which is developed through movement and music.  This has 
cultivated his Jewish identity and his love for Jewish culture/music.  Aiden is frequently singing the familiar songs and prayers he has learned 
from Celebrations! at home.  As parents we have enjoyed the relationships that we have formed with the Celebrations! families and the 
volunteers.  The other aspect of the program is the opportunity for the parents to connect with other families who have special needs.  It 
makes us hopeful that Aiden and other families with special needs will continue to be nurtured and included in the Ohev community. 

We want to say thank you to the congregants for their commitment and enthusiasm.  We look forward to sharing many more special 
moments together. 

  

Amanda Forman, teen volunteer:  To me, Celebrations! means inspiration.  Getting to work with these amazing kids once a month is 
an incredible and joyous experience!  Watching the kids react to our sing-a-longs and Jewish-related activities is very inspiring.  I get to see 
how the kids think and act.  It's also phenomenal to see them participating in the activities and socializing with each other.  Additionally, 
what also really inspires me is that not all kids with Autism or disabilities are the same; they are all different and that is what makes them 
truly unique and special.  Through celebrations!, I've learned a lot about caring and helping others, from the kids themselves.  They are us, 
and we are them.  Being a part of this spectacular Celebrations! family is the most inspirational part of all!  Thanks!!!  

 

Josh Fields, teen volunteer:  Over the past two years, I have spent many Saturday mornings volunteering to help out with the 
Celebrations! program and I don't regret waking up early one bit.  Celebrations! is an incredible program because not only are we creating 
an inclusive community, but also, we create smiles.  The most rewarding part of Celebrations! is knowing that I have made one of the kid’s 
days.  In addition to creating an inclusive community and smiles; we are also creating forever-lasting bonds.  Every time one of the kids sees 
me at synagogue, it's as if there is a reciprocal burst of excitement.  I know that I will continue to be part of Celebrations! for years to come 
because of the incredible memories I have made with the kids and the other volunteers. 

 

Danny Glickman, teen volunteer:  Celebrations! has been a great experience because you spend time with people who are different 
than yourself.  You get to see another aspect of how other people with differences view the world.  My favorite Celebrations! experience so 
far this year was the Purim Carnival because my buddy Ira enjoyed himself and had fun bowling, pinning the tale on Haman, and even having 
a catch.  Besides learning about my buddy, I also learned something from him, that when you have Asperger’s you also have a great memory 
for events that happen in your early childhood which is something many of us don’t have.  I hope to continue volunteering with 
Celebrations! next year. 

 

Rachel Shandler, adult volunteer:  Celebrations! is a wonderful program and we are so happy to have it at Ohev Shalom.  To have a 
unique program that can support, and be an outlet for families with children with disabilities, is unheard of.  This program teaches children 
about Judaism by creating activities and music, and ensures a fun, laidback atmosphere that makes the material easy to understand.  As a 
volunteer, and a disabled person myself, I enjoy being a part of this.  I love seeing the children smiling and running around, enjoying 
themselves.  Seeing this reaction lets you know what a difference you are making for them and their families.  There are not many programs 
or clubs that a person with a disability can join, making this one very special.  I wish there was a better way to expand Celebrations! and 
make more families aware of it who live outside our community.  The more the merrier!!!  I also feel that it would be beneficial for the 
children to experience an actual service, even if it was only for short period.  The reason being, when these children start to become more 
independent, they will learn quickly that things will not always be adapted to their individualized needs.  They will need to learn how to 
adapt and adjust to the world around them.  

 
(Continued on page 9) 

Inclusion B’Kavod 
"Inclusion shouldn't be a buzzword. It needs to be a synonym for 

humanity and community."  - Robert Gumson 
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Haylie Laff, teen volunteer: 
Working as a volunteer in Celebrations! every month has been an amazing experience.  I look forward to our monthly celebrations.  Over 
the past two years, I have met many new friends and their families.  I have learned how to approach children with varied learning styles.  I 
realize though, that I have also learned many things about myself.  Responsibility, empathy and creativity are just a few of the ingredients 
which make Celebrations! such a special part of my life.  I am so thrilled that I joined the Celebrations! team and hope many more families 
are able to enjoy the same experience that I do each month.  This is simply an amazing program! 
 
Our final Celebrations! Shabbat of the year is May 10, 2014. 
If you love Torah, picnics, and games, then Lag B’Omer is the holiday for you!  At Celebrations! we will carefully remove the Torah from 
the Holy Ark to observe the beautiful and delicate writing and form.  Everyone will design their own individual Torah scrolls and covers.  
We’ll sing Hebrew songs and learn an Israeli dance to show our love of Torah.  At the conclusion, we will all link arms into a giant circle, 
and sing our familiar Shabbat Shalom.  Everyone is sure to be looking forward to the next Celebrations! season, in the fall. 
Celebrations! has been a special time for everyone: Celebrating monthly Jewish holidays, watching the youngsters arriving with smiles and 
eager to see the teen volunteers, parents sharing common concerns in the parent group, and families arranging play-dates between sessions. 
This year, we were extremely fortunate to have Rabbinical student Hannah Spiro lead us with prayer and song.  We will miss her in 
September when she will study in Israel. 

 
Celebrations! is an interactive Shabbat program highlighting monthly Jewish Themes for children unable to attend traditional Shabbat Services and 

Religious School due to cognition, sensory, neurobehavioral, and physical disorders. Celebrations! is open to families throughout the community free of 
charge. If you know a family that would like to attend our next Celebrations!, please contact Shelley Rubin at 215-399-7668 to register.     

Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and welcomes diversity within our sacred community. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Inclusion B’Kavod Celebrations! 

From the Inclusion B’Kavod planning meeting on April 7 2014 
Photo courtesy of Joanne Adar 
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MAY 2014 
Thursday  May  1st 1st  of  Iyyar 
Rosh  Hodesh  Iyyar 
7  am  Minyan 
1  pm  Canasta 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
Friday  May  2nd 2nd  of  Iyyar 
6  pm  Kabbalat  Shabbat 
7:38  pm  Candle  Lighting 
 
Saturday  May  3rd 3rd  of  Iyyar 
9:30  am  Services   
 -  Levitus  Bar  Mitzvah 
9:09  pm  Havdalah 
 
Sunday  May  4th 4th  of  Iyyar 
8:45  Minyan 
1  -  3  pm  EEC  Family  Fun  Day 
 
Monday  May  5th 5th  of  Iyyar 
Yom  HaZikaron 
 
Tuesday  May  6th 6th  of  Iyyar 
Yom  HaAtzma’ut 
12  pm  Sisterhood  Mah  Jongg 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
Wednesday  May  7th 8th  of  Iyyar 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
Thursday  May  8th 8th  of  Iyyar 
7  am  Minyan 
1  pm  Canasta 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
Friday  May  9th 9th  of  Iyyar 
6  pm  Kabbalat  Shabbat 
7:45  pm  Candle  Lighting 
 
Saturday  May  10th 10th  of  Iyyar 
9:30  am  Services 
 -  Treiman  Bar  Mitzvah 
Celebrations! 
9:16  pm  Havdalah 
 
 

Sunday  May  11th   11th  of  Iyyar 
8:45  Minyan 
 
Monday  May  12th 12th  of  Iyyar 
 
 
Tuesday  May  13th 13th  of  Iyyar 
12  pm  Sisterhood  Mah  Jongg 
 
Wednesday  May  14th 14th  of  Iyyar 
Pesach  Sheni 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
7:30  pm  Annual  
Congregation  Meeting 

 
Thursday  May  15th 15th  of  Iyyar 
7  am  Minyan 
1  pm  Canasta 
7  pm  Minyan 
Men’s  Club  Dinner  and  Bible 
 
Friday  May  16th 16th  of  Iyyar 
6  pm  Kabbalat  Shabbat 
7:52  pm  Candle  Lighting 
 
Saturday  May  17th 17th  of  Iyyar 
9:30  am  Services 
 -  Koss  Bar  Mitzvah 
9:23  pm  Havdalah 
 
Sunday  May  18th 18th  of  Iyyar 
Lag  B’Omer 
8:45  am  Minyan 
Last  day  of  Hebrew  School  for  all  classes 
Men’s  Club  goes  to  Lower  East  Side 
12  -  2  pm  BBQ  at  Briarwood  Day  Camp 
 
Monday  May  19th 19th  of  Iyyar 
 
Tuesday  May  20th 20th  of  Iyyar 
12  pm  Sisterhood  Mah  Jongg 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
 

Wednesday  May  21st 21st  of  Iyyar 
7  pm  Minyan 
Cook  for  a  Friend 
 
Thursday  May  22nd 22nd  of  Iyyar 
7  am  Minyan 
1  pm  Canasta 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
Friday  May  23rd 23rd  of  Iyyar 
6  pm  Kabbalat  Shabbat 
7:58  pm  Candle  Lighting 
 
Saturday  May  24th 24th  of  Iyyar 
9:30  am  Services 
9:29  pm  Havdalah 
 
Sunday  May  25th 25th  of  Iyyar 
8:45  Minyan 
 
Monday  May  26th 26th  of  Iyyar 
 
Tuesday  May  27th 27th  of  Iyyar 
12  pm  Sisterhood  Mah  Jongg 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
Wednesday  May  28th 28th  of  Iyyar 
Yom  Yerushalayim 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
Thursday  May  29th 29th  of  Iyyar 
7  am  Minyan 
1  pm  Canasta 
7  pm  Minyan 
 
Friday  May  30th 1st  of  Sivan 
Rosh  Hodesh  Sivan 
6  pm  Kabbalat  Shabbat 
 -  Sisterhood  Shabbat  and  Dinner  (p.14) 
8:04  pm  Candle  Lighting 
 
Saturday  May  31st 2nd  of  Sivan 
9:30  am  Services 
9:35  pm  Havdalah 

Shake Things Up This Spring!  at BucksFit 
 
100 Almshouse Road  
Richboro, Pa 18954 
215-962-7325 
www.buckszumbagirls.com 
zumba@buckszumbagirls.com 
 
Offering classes for all ages and ability levels  
Zumba® 
Zumba Toning® 
Aqua Zumba® 
Zumba Gold® for beginners and active older adults 
 Mention this ad for a FREE trial class. 

http://www.buckszumbagirls.com
mailto:zumba@buckszumbagirls.com
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x� Thank you to Allen Laiter -  

Allen is a former Building Chair who continues to be a huge help to current Building Chair Dave Weiss. Allen came to the synagogue’s aid to 
help secure the best possible bid for a new badly needed replacement heating and air conditioning unit for the school and library.  It is always 
appreciated when congregants help out with their knowledge, experience, or contacts for securing vendors, services, or other products 
needed by Ohev. 
 

x� Thank you to Sisterhood - 

Sisterhood committed to raising the money and providing for the new heating and 
air conditioning unit for the school and library.  The old unit was not functional, 
and a safety hazard, and needed to be replaced.  The whole Sisterhood has our 
gratitude. 
 

x� Thank you to John Myers and his cleaning crew from  

John Myers J-Vac Building Cleaning and Maintenance 215-783-7209 - 
They gave great care to Ohev with their cleaning staff for general maintenance, 
general repair and addressing safety concerns. They aided the Shreck players in 
setup help and just completed the build of a workshop in the school building.  
John is a true friend to the general Ohev physical plant.  He has cleaned up our 
storage rooms, arranged for safety inspections of the building sprinkler system, 
and Fire Marshall inspections.   

Good and Welfare Special Thanks on Behalf of  
Dave Weiss Building Chair 

John Myers and granddaughter Jessica 

RICHBORO 

Shop n Bag 
Murray Battleman, Owner 

and member of Ohev Shalom 

A full service Supermarket giving great value to our community 

Use Shop n Bag scrip and benefit Ohev Shalom  

   

 1025 N. Second Street Pike,  Richboro, PA 18954, (215) 355-5300 
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Harrison Treiman Saturday, May 10th 
Hi, my name is Harrison Treiman. I am really looking forward to celebrating my Bar Mitzvah on 
May, 10, 2014 which happens to be my actual birthday! I am in 7th grade at Newtown Middle 
School and my favorite subject is Math. Ohev Shalom has been a big part of my life since I 
started going to the pre-school when I was 2 1/2 years old.  
I have many interests but playing ice hockey and baseball are my main hobbies which keep me 
very busy. I also enjoy traveling with my family. Some of my favorite places to visit were 
California, Disney, Aruba and Hilton Head. During the summer I go to Diamond Ridge 
Day Camp and this will be my 9th season. I also like to hang out with friends, play video games 
and go to Flyers and Phillies games. 

For my mitzvah project I am currently involved with Cook for a Friend here at Ohev Shalom. I 
enjoy helping to pack up meals each month that get delivered to people who really appreciate 
them. I hope to continue volunteering after my Bar Mitzvah.  
I would like to thank Cantor Frimark and Rabbi Perlstein for helping me prepare for my special 
day. I would also like to thank my parents and my sister Sam for all their support and guidance 
and for making this day possible. 

Josh Levitus Saturday, May 3rd 
Hi, my name is Josh Levitus and I am becoming a Bar Mitzvah on May 3, 2014. I have attended 
Ohev Shalom since I started preschool when I was two years old. I am currently a seventh 
grade honors student at Holland Middle School and have been on Distinguished Honor Roll 
each report card.  

This past fall I was the starting goalie for the Middle School’s Varsity Soccer Team. I also play 
travel soccer on the CRUSA Rebels. Another sport I enjoy playing is baseball, which I play in 
the spring. The final competitive sport I play is basketball on Ohev Shalom’s team. I also really 
enjoy skiing. 

For my Bar Mitzvah project I volunteered for twelve weeks at a Special Olympics Program that 
helped children with special needs develop confidence through teaching simple basketball 
skills. I was thankful to have this opportunity. 

I would like to thank Cantor Frimark for all his time, support and help in preparing me for my 
Bar Mitzvah. I also wish to thank all my pre-school and Hebrew school teachers for their 
support and for always trying to make learning fun. And I want to thank Rabbi Perlstein for his 
guidance over the years. Finally, I need to thank my biggest fans, my family, my mom, my dad, 
my sister and my grandparents for always being there for me. I am looking forward to 
celebrating with my whole family and all my friends! 

raymondlevy@comcast.net 

mailto:raymondlevy@comcast.net
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Jake Koss Saturday, May 17th 
 

Hello, my name is Jake Koss and I am a seventh grader at Richboro Middle School.  I live with 
my mom, dad, brother Jordan, and sister Julia. I also have a dog named “Charlie.” 

In my free time, I like to cook, be with my friends, listen to music and ride my dirt bike. I also 
enjoy traveling with my family and going to Ocean City, New Jersey every summer. When I 
grow up, I would like to be a chef or a real estate agent. My favorite subject in school is social 
studies. 

I have been going to Ohev Shalom for nine years and I am looking forward to becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah on May 17, 2014. I would especially like to thank Rabbi Perlstein, Cantor Frimark and 
Nina Kohn for helping me along this journey to becoming a Bar Mitzvah. I also want to express 
my gratitude to my parents and grandparents for their love and support through this 
experience. I can’t wait to celebrate with my friends and family. 

closet a mess?   

no time to get organized? 

 

 

Let me help! 
I love to get things in order! 

 

Free Consultation 

call dana at 267-255-1084 

joanne@ruvoautomation.com www.saraktorjmaninteriors.com 

sarakinteriors@gmail.com 

mailto:joanne@ruvoautomation.com
http://www.saraktorjmaninteriors.com
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Sisterhood 
Upcoming Events 

 
Mah Jongg League 
There will be weekly sessions on Tuesdays at 12:15 pm on May 6,13,20,27, and June 3, 10.  
Bring your Mah Jongg card and set.  Fee $54 ($3 a week) paid in advance of season.   Call Linda Shapiro 215-322-1166 to register. 

 
Canasta 
Open play continues throughout the spring but no lessons will be offered until June.  Joan Becker collects the weekly $2 per player. 

 
Birthday Greetings 
Our Birthday Greetings Program is in full swing for the New Year! 
For just 75 cents per greeting, you can add your name to a beautiful Birthday card and have it sent to your Sisterhood friends. 
It’s and easy, fun and thoughtful way to help your friends celebrate their special day! 
If you need the form for Sisterhood members celebrating in upcoming months, please contact Susan Berk at sfb22@verizon.net. 
 
Free Money? 
Do you shop at the Shop Rite in Warminster?  If so, please write Ohev Shalom Sisterhood on your checkout receipt (you can get an extra 
copy at checkout) and drop in the box.  They will donate a percentage to the synagogue.  Our thanks to Shop Rite in Warminster for their 
recent donation. 

mailto:sfb22@verizon.net
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Men’s Club 
This month starts our membership drive for the coming year – we had a terrific year with some great 
activities, and we are planning some great events for the New Year. Please consider joining the Men's 
Club for the coming year. 

On Thursday, May 15 we will have Dinner and Bible – a variation of our Torah on Tap, where we will 
we discuss the weekly parsha over a light dinner and a beer (or soft drink). 

June 8, 2014 is our tenth year anniversary of our legendary poker events. Join us for dinner and a night 
of Texas Holdem'. Our poker tournaments help raise money for the synagogue and other Men's Club 
activities, so your participation is greatly appreciated. 

Thursday, August 21, 2014 is baseball Jewish Heritage Night and the Men's Club has purchased a block 
of tickets for the game. Please make your reservation for tickets by contacting Ron Wolf, 
rwolf1951@aol.com. Last year we sold over 70 tickets for the game, so this is sure to be a crowd 
pleaser again. 

Join us in the fall as we take a trip to the National Jewish Museum in Philadelphia and tour the special 
exhibit on the history of Jews in Baseball. This will be followed by lunch at one of the Kosher Chinese 
vegetarian restaurants in Chinatown. There are only a limited number of tickets available, and they 
must be purchased in advance, so please contact Jeff Berk, jberk99@verizon.net, for information. 

And September 21, 2014 is the date of the Tour du Shuls bicycle ride to benefit Camp Ramah. This is 
the third year of the bicycle ride, and I know that David Weiss and I would appreciate participation 
from some other Men's Club riders – especially Camp Ramah alumni. Money raised from the bicycle 
ride benefits the camp and especially the Tikvah program aimed at campers with special needs. 

Mark Podob 

David Weiss and Mark Podob     
getting ready to ride in the 2013 
Tour du Shuls 45 mile bicycle ride. 

www.briarwooddaycamp.com 

info@briarwooddaycamp.com 

mailto:rwolf1951@aol.com
mailto:jberk99@verizon.net
http://www.briarwooddaycamp.com
mailto:info@briarwooddaycamp.com
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A D A TH  TI KVA H - MO NTE FI O RE  
CH A P E L  FU ND   

In Memory of  
Nissan Rahimi, by Alice and Sammy Heller 
Harvey Swerdlow, by Ilenne Swerdlow 
 

A MY  RO CKO W E R  
ME MO RI A L  A RT CE NTE R  

In Honor of 
Birth of Tilia Lubchansky, by 
 Ilene and Sy Rockower 
In Memory of 
Nissan Rahimi, by Fran Jonas 
Father of Wasif Mirza, by Jeff Rockower 
 

BE NNE TT ZI O N FE L D  
ME MO RI A L  L I BRA RY  FU N D  

In Honor of 
Birth of Matthew Harrison Levy, grandson of  
 Jeffrey and Susan Berk, by Howard and Ellen Rosenfeld 
In Memory of 
Sarah Friedman, by Judy and David Friedman 
 

CA NTO R’ S  D I SC RE TI O NA RY  FU ND  
In Honor of  
Torah Aliyah, by Jeffrey Camson 
In Memory of 
Myrna Klein, by The Klein Family 
 

CO O K FO R A  FRI E ND  
In Honor of  
Tyler Goldberg becoming a Bar Mitzvah, by 
 Fred and Anita Dorfman 
Jessica Murawsky becoming a Bat Mitzvah, by 
 Fred and Anita Dorfman 
Birth of Matthew Harrison Levy, grandson of  
 Jeffrey and Susan Berk, by Jerry Gottesman 
Birth of Grayson James Wilner, grandson of 
 Lindsay and Steve Miller, by Jerry Gottesman 
Birth of Riley Paige Dorfman, granddaughter of 
 Anita and Fred Dorfman, by Len and Shelley Rubin 
In Memory of   
Nissan Rahimi, by 
 Frannie and Scott Gordon 
   Fred and Anita Dorfman 
Alma Rosen, by 
 Frannie and Scott Gordon 
   Rona and Robert Remstein 
Annette Blumenthal, mother of Bruce Blumenthal, by 
 Len and Shelley Rubin 
Hiltrud Greenhut, beloved mother of Sonia Cane, by 
 Bernice and Ira Berkowitz 
 
 
 

E A RL Y  E DU CA TI O N CE NT E R FU ND  
In Honor of 
Birth of Matthew Harrison Levy, grandson, by 
 Jeffrey and Sue Berk 
   Jerry Gottesman 
   Ivan and Andrea Levenson 
Honoring Dr. Thea Semanoff at Torah Breakfast, by 
 Miriam and Barry Wiener 
In Memory of  
Sue Ellen Miller’s mother, by 
 Adina Lambert and Michael Pliskin 
Arinia Fisher, by Florrie Fisher  
 

FI NA N CI A L  A I D  FU ND   
In Memory of  
Ruth Brauer, by Scott and Susan Wechsler 
 

H A ZA K O F O H E V SH A L O M FU ND   
In Honor of  
Hazak volunteers who provide us with great food and 

entertainment, by Marilyn and Sherwyn Tucker 
 

I D E L L A  P O L L A CK FU ND   
FO R J E W I SH  Y O U TH  SU MME R CA MP S  

In Memory of 
Irving Pollack, by 
 Jerry and Karen Pollack 
   Robert and Ellen Cohen 
 

I NCL U SI O N B ’KA VO D  
In Honor of   
Birth of Lindsay and Steve Miller’s grandson,  
 Grayson James Wilner, by 
 Hilary and Ken Leboff 
   Liz and David Nover 
   The Adar Family 
   The Saks Family 
   Len and Shelley Rubin 
Donation, by Autism Cares Foundation 
Birth of Molly Ryan Segal, granddaughter of  
 Randee and Scott Segal, by Len and Shelley Rubin 
In Memory of   
Nissan Rahimi, by 
 Liz and David Nover 
   Lindsay and Steve Miller 
Theodore Kimelheim, by Lindsay and Steve Miller 
Alma Rosen, by The Adar Family 
Theodore Kimelheim, father of Mark Kimelheim, by 
 Len and Shelley Rubin 
 

For donations call 215-322-9595 or on-line 
at  http://www.ohev.org/donations 

We Thank Our Generous Contributors 

http://www.ohev.org/donations
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O H E V SH A L O M GE NE RA L  FU ND  
In Honor of   
Birth of Talia Lubchansky, granddaughter of David and Meryl 

Lubchansky, by Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark 
Birth of Matthew Harrison Levy, grandson of  
 Jeffrey and Susan Berk, by 
 Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark 
   Marvin and Linda Waxman 
Birth of Grayson James Wilner, grandson of  
  Lindsay and Steve Miller, by Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark 
In Memory of   
Nissan Rahimi, by Dr. and Mrs. Steve Borrus 
 

O H E V SH A L O M MI TZVA H  FU ND  
In Honor of   
Aliyah on February 22, by Florrie Fisher 
 

O H E V SH A L O M O NE G/ KI D DU SH  FU ND  
In Honor of   
Naming of granddaughter, Hailey Alexis Anderson, by 
 Hedy and Neil Hoffman 

 
RA BBI ’S  D I SC RE TI O NA R Y  FU ND  

In Honor of      
Birthday celebration at service, by Jeffrey Camson 
Naming of Maya Eva, by Neil and Susan Mittelman 
Birth of Lucy Bivin Waxman, granddaughter, by 
 Marvin and Linda Waxman  
Birth of Molly Ryan Segal, by grandparents 
 Randee and Scott Segal 
Birth of Rabbi and Janie’s twin granddaughters, by 
 Len and Shelley Rubin  
 
 
 
 

In Memory of 
Nissan Rahimi, by Donald and Sheryl Berger 
Esther Hoffman first Yahrzeit, by Eileen and Joseph Schein 
Myrna Klein, by The Klein Family 
Irving Eiseman, by 
 Vivian Spector 
   Adam and Iris Spector and family 
   Dawn and Yoav Rivlin and Family 
 

SI STE RH O O D  
In Honor of  
Birth of Lucy, granddaughter of Marvin & Linda Waxman, by 
 Iris & Mort Segal 
Birth of Rose Esther Hopp, great-great granddaughter of 

Bernard R. Segal, by Iris & Mort Segal 
Birth of Rose Esther Hopp, granddaughter of Marsha & Ted 

Hopp, by Iris & Mort Segal 
Birth of Matthew Harrison Levy, grandson of  
 Susan & Jeff Berk, by 
 Roberta & Greg Gordon 
 Linda & Mark Shapiro 
Birth of Ashton Jarrett Prutkin, grandson of Gayle & Rick 

Brooks, by Joanne & Howard Babbitt 
In Memory of  
Ruth Brauer, by Sisterhood 
Nissan Rahimi, father of Ayala Rahimi, by Sisterhood 
 

Y A H RTZE I T  FU ND  
In Memory of  
Martin Wagner, by Sheryl Tobias 
Barry Bressler, by Mary Bressler 
Erwin Goldsmith, Celia Gordon & Myer Gordon, by 
 Marilyn Goldsmith 
Mollie Davis, mother of Rose LaKier, by 
 Saul and Rose LaKier 
Samuel Davis, father of Rose Lakier, by 
 Saul and Rose LaKier 



directly but only euphemistically.  For example, if the wheat harvest is bad and someone asks you “How is the wheat crop 
developing,” you might answer that “Last year’s wheat crop was good” or “This year’s lentil harvest is developing nicely,” leaving the 
questioner to draw his own conclusion.  But it would be inappropriate to say “This year’s wheat harvest is bad.” 

In another example, one rabbi was the son of another Rabbi’s half brother and half sister (yes, his father had married his own step sister).  The 
second Rabbi asked the first rabbi, “Is your father alive?”  The first rabbi answered “Is your sister alive?”  The second Rabbi responded, “Indeed, is 
my sister alive?” and the first Rabbi answered “Indeed is my father alive?”  From this they both concluded that both people were dead.  I guess 
this is why Jews are said to answer questions with a question. 

This is a good lesson for a synagogue president. 

With the programming and fiscal year coming to an end and a new Board about to be installed, let’s turn to some really good news: the great 
things that happened in and to our community this year.  My columns recently have focused on finances, but finances are only a means to an end.  
Our real bottom line is to connect each other with our community and our Judaism, to teach and feel Torah, whether that is through prayer, 
education, tikkun olam or connection to the community.  If we do that then we have had a successful year regardless of the balance sheet. 

My top ten list, in no particular order, for Ohev Shalom of Bucks County for 5774: 

1) Ohev Shalom Comedy Night III – for the more than 200 people who were there, you know what I mean.  For those and everyone else, 
please join us for Ohev Shalom Comedy Night IV, March 14, 2015.  A huge Thank You to Linda Crowell and her great committee. 

2) Inclusion B’Kavod, which has gotten us all closer to holiness.  Yasher Koach to Lindsay Miller who will represent the Inclusion B’Kavod effort 
as a Board member at-large. 

3) – more than 1,300 people attended and more than 150 families participated in its production.  Mazel Tov to 
producers Rona Remstein, Shelly Rosen and Barbara Berman; director Michael Schwartz; the actors, musicians and production staff. 

4) Rak Shalom Chanukah Extravaganza – great a capella Jewish music on the eve of Hanukkah.  Thank you to Linda Crowell and Jared Pashko 
and the great donors who made this a success. 

5) The Ohev Shalom Mosaic – more than 150 congregants added their incredible artistic talents to create a special special memory that will 
adorn our Grand Hall for many many years.  Thanks to Rabbi, his fantastic committee and Irv and Elaine Levin. 

6) The comeback of the Early Learning Center at Ohev Shalom of Bucks County (previously called the Early Education Center).  Classes for 
next year are mostly at capacity and waiting lists are being formed.  Huge huge huge thanks to Jacky Segal, Barbara Glickman and The 
Rachels; the search committee for a new director and everyone who offered advice and support.  A great community effort to ensure our 
future! 

7) The hard and successful work of the Cantor/Educator Search Committee, preparing the way for Ohev’s future.  Yasher Koach to 
Chairpersons Eric Rothstein and Natalie Brooks. 

8) The Sisterhood Fashion Show – several hundred women, me and an open bar.  Enough said. 

9) The Parents of the Aleph Consecrants – Almost all of the parents of the consecrants are actively involved with the synagogue, many in 
leadership roles. It is necessary and appropriate that the long-term future of Ohev Shalom be guided by the generation that will be here for 
another 20 or 30 years.  Good for you for stepping up. 

10) Finally, the synagogue’s financial condition which will not be quite as bad as predicted.  We had to borrow less from congregants and internal 
funds than expected just a couple of months ago.  Strong strong work by our finance team, Michael Goldberg, Chad Scheiken and Ron Stark, 
to produce financial statements that are accurate and true and can serve as tools for proper planning. 

B’Shalom,  

Barry 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Member of  
United Synagogue 

of Conservative  
Judaism 

215-322-9819 Rabbi@ohev.org 
215-322-9595, ext 54 cantor@ohev.org 
215-322-9597 bglickman@ohev.org 
 

Dr. Eliott N. Perlstein, Rabbi 
Paul Frimark, Cantor 
Barbara Glickman, Interim Religious School Director 
Jacquelyn Siegel, Interim Director of Early Education 

Ohev Shalom 
 of Bucks County 

215-322-9595 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Barry L. Klein, President president@ohev.org 
Rachel Saks, 1st Vice President 
Jonathan Adar, Vice President 
Michael Wexler, Vice President 
Michael Goldberg, Treasurer 
Larry Katz, Recording Secretary 
Joshua Laff, Legal Counsel 
David Weiss, Building Chairperson 
Craig Stoltz, Corresponding Secretary 
Gary Freedman, Dove Tale Editor 
Dana Podob, Adult Education Chairperson 
Joanne Adar, Education Chairperson 
Chad Schieken, Finance Chairperson 
Linda Crowell, Fundraising Chairperson 
Felice Shiloh, Programming Chairperson 
Jared Pashko, Membership Chairperson 
Rachel Betesh, Pre-school Chairperson 
Ilona Fligelman, Religious School PTO Chair 

Craig Stoltz, Publicity Chair 
Susan Reiter, Social Action Chair 
Eric Rothstein, At Large Delegate 
Barry Dratch, At Large Delegate 
Stephen Wouch, At Large Delegate 
Jennifer Cheifetz, Youth Co-Chair 
Sheila Tannenbaum, Hazak President 
Mark Podob, Men’s Club 
Roberta Gordon, Sisterhood Co-President 
Hedy Hoffman, Sisterhood Co-President 
Iris Segal, Sisterhood Co-President 
Hal Barrow, Immediate Past President 
Past Presidents: Arlene Rosenbaum,                  

Natalie H. Brooks, Laurie Segal,  
 Barbara Kind Berman, Bruce M. Shapiro,  
 David Friedman, Mark Shapiro,  
 Mark R. Pachman, Mitch Ziegler, Bruce 

Baron, Fredi Lisgar 

Synagogue Office Staff 
Rachel Blum 

Elizabeth Gallagher 
Ruth Kresge 

Hilary Leboff 
Paula Segal 

Ellie Zmuida 

www.diamondridgecamps.com 

mailto:Rabbi@ohev.org
mailto:cantor@ohev.org
mailto:bglickman@ohev.org
mailto:president@ohev.org
http://www.diamondridgecamps.com
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