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The Rabbi’s Study
I am looking over the synagogue calendar for
November. It has joy written all over it. In our
tradition, a greatest joy for us is a wedding. The
wedding celebrates the most private of
relationships in the love between the two
partners. It is a celebration for parents, siblings,
family and friends. It is reason for the whole
Jewish world to rejoice. Their love is our future.
Rabbi Eliott Perlstein

Follow me on Twitter
@EliottPerlstein

While I am officiating on behalf of the laws of
Moses and Israel and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania (unless out of state), I have my own
personal joy - I stand before the bride or groom
who grew up in Ohev Shalom. That can mean I
knew them first in Pre-school, surely in Hebrew
school. I stood with them on the Bimah on their
Bat or Bar Mitzvah day and most likely, they were
in my Confirmation Class in 10th grade. That
plays before me while I stand with them under the
Huppah with their intended life partner. It is
sweeter than honey to see that child/adolescent/
young adult/adult about to begin married life. The
preparation for the wedding is an opportunity to
re-connect with that young person who grew up
here and come to know their future husband or
wife who is marrying into our Ohev Shalom family.
So normally, I am under the Huppah primarily
because of my connection with the bride or
groom. Of course, for the ceremony itself, I want
to focus on both partners and parents as equally
as possible. There are then those rarer moments,
when I am under the Huppah because of my
connection to both bride and groom.
Some fifteen years ago, I officiated at such a
wedding where bride and group both grew up in
Ohev Shalom. They were in the same grade and
were, in fact, both in my Confirmation Class at the
same time. In those days, we could have upwards
of forty students in a class. They were in different
shifts in Hebrew school and so didn't know each
other all that well. If you were to ask me if I had
ever "thrown a student out of Confirmation Class"
over the years I would say no. It’s not my style.
But to hear the groom tell the story, I must have
been more than exasperated that night.
They told me they really met during Confirmation
Class, when she had to go out to the bathroom
during class and, at the same time, I had "thrown
him out of class." They started talking in the
hallway and it was a straight line from tenth grade
to the Huppah. They thanked me for having a
hand in creating the possibility for that moment.
The groom was really a terrific kid and I actually
could not imagine being at wits ends with him but

A Greatest Joy

how could I deny playing such a wonderful role.
More recently, a young man who grew up in Ohev
Shalom asked us if he could sprinkle rose pedals in
the School Building. He and his soon to be fiance
met in Hebrew school in the Rothman Family School
building and he wanted to propose in that very same
place. Touching that our school building could be
the backdrop to such a loving and romantic scene. I
later stood with them here under our Huppah.
This month, I have the joy of three weddings on
three subsequent Saturday evenings. First is the
wedding of Julie Wechsler who grew up in Ohev
Shalom and her husband to be Erik Scott. With Julie
and Erik living out of town, we have made use of
Face Time for our pre-marriage meetings. In my
earlier years in the rabbinate, this would have
seemed like science fiction.
The following Saturday evening, the wedding
ceremony is taking place in our Sanctuary and the
reception in our beautiful Social Hall. Ohev Shalom
is a great space for a reception and dinner dance.
The bride Rina Geltzer grew up in Ohev Shalom and
her soon to be husband Michael Erlich is from
nearby Huntingdon Valley. Rina not only grew up
here. Ohev Shalom was her second home with her
mother Shelley being our Youth Director during the
heyday of our USY. I vividly recall visiting Rina's
Aleph class to hear all of the children's English and
Hebrew names. Rina said Rina Geltzer - Rina. I
love when both English and Hebrew are the same so
for some time I always said Rina when I saw her.
That will not happen at the wedding.
The third Saturday evening is one of those rare
occasions when both bride and groom, Lauren
Fisher and Joshua Goldstein, grew up in Ohev
Shalom, became Bat and Bar Mitzvah on our Bimah,
were both Confirmed and now will be standing with
me in their sacred and joyful moment under the
Huppah. Lauren and Josh were actually three years
apart and never met in Hebrew School. It was one
of the Ohev Shalom Shows "Bye Bye Birdie" that
brought them together. Lauren was playing the role
of Helen, a devoted member of Birdie's fan club and
Josh played the role of Hugo who at one point,
knocked Birdie out. No longer playing roles, they
are two young people truly in love.
November is a month with a wealth of programming
in our synagogue - it should be a great month. With
all that, the greatest joys promise to be these three
weddings on these three Saturday evenings. To Julie
and Erik, Rina and Michael, Lauren and Josh and
their parents, Mazal Tov!
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From The President
The idea for my speech is from a story I read in the
Israeli press. An El Al flight was going from New York
to Tel Aviv. Many pf the passengers were Charedim.
Refusing to sit next to women, they all crowded the
aisles after the plane reached cruising altitude,
obstructing people from getting to the bathrooms and
the food carts from getting down the aisles. One
passenger called it an “eleven hour nightmare.”
At first I though this was mildly amusing. But as I
thought more about it I found it appalling. Fifty years
after we proudly watched Rabbi Heschel and Dr. King
walk over that bridge in Alabama, fighting for equal
rights, a powerful group of our own people sees women
as second class. So, the title of my speech is Ohev
Shalom: A Great Future.

The exciting 2014-2015 calendar

Jewry, our Conservative movement, and with it Ohev
Shalom, continues that balance. We embrace modernity
and local culture. AND we embrace tradition and ritual.
WE believe that the Talmud and Maimonides are crucial to
the understanding of Jewish practice. AND we believe that
Mel Brooks and the Marx Brothers are crucial to an
understanding of Jewish culture. Maimonides wrote a
book called A Guide For the Perplexed. Larry David has
written a play called “A Fish In The Dark.” It is about
sitting Shiva. We embrace both of them.

FIRST, a history lesson.

Despite all of the bad press and the infamous Pew study
that came out last year, it is for this reason that I am
confident in our future. With apologies to our new
orthodox tenants, WE represent the true historical
Judaism and that continued balancing of tradition - time and - place will guide us forward.

In about 700 BCE, King Hezekiah sent troops to Egypt
to help his ally the Pharaoh. They were stationed deep in
southern Egypt to guard the border with the Nubians
and Ethiopians, principally on an island in the middle of
the Nile called Elephantine. The garrison of troops
stayed and formed an expatriate community of Jews that
lasted 300 years. Each generation of sons replaced their
fathers as soldiers. When the Persians conquered Egypt,
they found a seasoned fighting force and continued to
employ them to guard that empire’s southern border.

Just look at what happened right here on this bimah last
week. Two young women beautifully read Torah each for
the first time on the High Holidays right here at this table
on the second day of Rosh Hashanah. Phyllis Parkansky
was confirmed just last year. Sara Millman became Bat
Mizvah in March. This is uniquely Conservative Judaism.
An orthodox schul would not have welcomed Phyllis and
Sara to the bimah let alone to read from the Torah. And
our reform friends - well they don’t have services on the
second day.

The Jews of Elephantine thrived. They had Jewish names
and wrote and prayed in Hebrew and Aramaic. They
used the Jewish calendar. They kept Shabbat and
Passover.

Here in the middle we proudly embrace them within our
full tradition. That is the strength of Ohev Shalom. G-d
forbid we - and G-d forbid Phyllis and Sara and their
parents and relatives and friends - should be left with a
choice between one extreme or the other.

And they did things their way. They lived among
Egyptians, Persians and Arameans. They adopted local
practices and customs. They married and sometimes
divorced the locals raising their kids as Jews. Women
could own property, enter into pre-nuptial agreements
and initiate divorce, unlike anything permitted by the
Torah. And most spectacularly the Elephantine Jews
built a Temple. The Bible includes a strict prohibition
against building a temple outside of Jerusalem. But the
Jews of Elephantine did it anyway. They considered their
temple to be G-d’s dwelling place, much as we feel the
presence of G-d here today. At the same time as
Nehemiah and Ezra back in Jerusalem were rebuilding an
exclusive fundamentalist Judaism after the return from
Babylonia, the Elephantine Jews were happy to live in a
thriving, inclusive multicultural environment. For the
Elephantine Jews, it was possible to be Jewish and
Egyptian - to live one life in balance with the other.
I tell you this story to illustrate that from the beginning literally from the beginning - the history of Judaism has
been a history of balance.
From Elephantine to the Babylonian Rabbis of the
Gemara to the great Jewish presence in Alexandria and
Cairo, to the great Jewish civilization of Spain to the
secular Yiddish theater culture of Eastern Europe, our
history has been about a balancing of tradition, time and
place. And with the balancing of tradition time and place
our history has also been a history of change.
Alone among the great denominations of American

WE embrace our daughters who seek a Bat Mitzvah just
like the Bnai Mitzvah of their brothers.
WE embrace anyone who wants to wear Talit and t’fillin at
a daily minyan.
WE embrace the gay couple who wants to be married in a
traditional Jewish ceremony by a Rabbi under a chupah
with a traditional ketubah to hang over their bed.
WE embrace the interfaith family who seeks to be part of
our traditional community.
With the help of technology, WE embrace the disabled,
the elderly - who cannot be with us here physically.
An awesome story from the Talmud. Rabbi Eliezer and
Rabbi Joshua are on opposite sides of a debate about a
point of Halachah – whether a particular kind of oven is
kosher. Rabbi Joshua and the majority of the academy take
one position and Rabbi Eliezer takes the opposite. Rabbi
Eliezer cries If I am correct then let this tree be torn from
it roots. And the tree is torn from its roots and thrown
50 yards some say 200 yards. The majority declares no
proof can be drawn from a tree. Rabbi Eliezer cries If I am
right then may this stream of water run backwards and the
stream of water flows backwards. But the majority says no
proof can be drawn from a stream of water. Rabbi Eliezer
says If I am right then may the walls of this study hall cave
in and the walls of the study hall begin to cave in until
Rabbi Joshua scolds the walls – when scholars are engaged
(Continued on page 7)

Barry L. Klein
President

11/7

Art Auction

11/16 Global Day of
Jewish Learning
12/19 Hanukkah Dinner
1/10

Monte Carlo Night

3/14

Comedy Night IV
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Religious School

The New Religious School Year

The Hebrew School year is off to a great start …
Lots of positive, meaningful programming and invaluable learning experiences are taking place. Many
thanks to the students, families, Rabbi Perlstein, Cantor Frimark and the wonderful faculty for helping to
enrich our school!
A special Todah Rabah to Hazak and to Jerry Gottesman for their generous donation of six (6) tablets to
the Hebrew School technology library!
Barbara Glickman
Interim Religious
School Principal

And a huge Todah Rabah to Sisterhood for their very generous donation to the Hebrew School! Be on
the lookout for the amazing pieces of Judaica that our students will create with these resources.
Here are some Hebrew School scenes from the last few weeks:
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Early Learning Center

Jacquelyn Siegel
Director of the
Early Learning Center

As October is fire prevention
month, it is a good time of
year to conduct a home drill
and discuss fire safety.

It has been a very busy start to the school year. I
hope everyone is enjoying a sweet new year thus
far. We have had a whirlwind of activity in The
Early Learning Center. The children learned and
listened to the various sounds of the shofar, while
marveling at Rabbi’s lung capacity. Some of the
children even attempted to blow the shofar
themselves. All of the children heard the story of
Jonah, and came to understand the true meaning
of second chances. Our Preschool, Pre-K and
Kindergarten children participated in tashlich, and
cast their misdeeds (in the form of breadcrumbs)
into the nearby stream.
With Yom Kippur behind us, the classes turned
their attention to Sukkot. All of the children
made beautiful decorations to adorn our
community sukkah. Each class had an opportunity
to visit the sukkah, and with the help of Cantor
Paul, to shake the lulav and breathe in the unique
and aromatic scent of the etrog. The children
were also able to enjoy snack in the sukkah, and
one class even chose to take a little rest within its
walls. As I write this, we are looking forward to

"The Best of Richboro"

our PTO’s “Pizza Party in the Sukkah.” It’s sure to
be a delightful evening spent together noshing and
socializing under the fall sky.
We are also anticipating our annual Simhat Torah
parade in the sanctuary during morning services.
Each of the children will create his/her own
distinctive Torah/flag to wave proudly. We will
enjoy a special snack together after continuing our
parade outdoors.
Our “Back to School Night” was a rousing success.
Families were able to visit classrooms, meet all of
the teachers on staff, and listen to presentations
about our curriculum and the specifics of a typical
school day in their child’s classroom. A huge thank
you to all those who were able to attend, and of
course to our beloved teachers who worked so
hard to make the night successful.
The fun continues later in the month when we will
have a visit from the Northampton Fire
Department, along with one of their shiny, red
trucks.
Enjoy the beautiful autumnal weather!
B’Shalom, Jacky

FOR YOUR PERSONALIZED
PRINTING NEEDS SEE

MIMI POLLACK
FOR INVITATIONS, STATIONERY,
ACCESSORIES, HOLIDAY CARDS,
KIPOT, ANNOUNCEMENTS

BY APPOINTMENT, PLEASE
215-355-5069
WE CAN CREATE THE MOOD FOR YOUR

SPECIAL OCCASION
www.SRDAYCAMPS.com
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Inclusion B’Kavod

“If we are to achieve a richer culture, rich in contrasting values, we must
recognize the whole gamut of human possibilities, and so weave a less
arbitrary social fabric, one in which each diverse human gift will find a fitting
place." Margaret Mead

Inclusive Thoughts
More than a year or so ago I was having dinner with two former colleagues of mine, one of whom was and still is a member of Ohev Shalom.
After catching up on our personal lives and trading comments and quips, we became engaged in a dialogue about inclusion in general for
children and clients we had all supported in the past and present. This naturally segued into a conversation about the inclusion mission and
work being done at Ohev Shalom. I could tell that my friend, while obviously interested, had something on her mind that she was carefully
contemplating sharing. She finally said something along the lines of (and I am paraphrasing), "If your committee is truly about inclusion then
how can you not be encouraging everyone to "include" and welcome interfaith families and those with gender differences? What are you
doing about that?" Up until then, while our committee had had discussions centering around these two areas, much of our focus had been
on providing educational services in the religious school, continuing our Celebrations! program, and making accommodations for those who
had physical challenges. These areas were on our radar but not up front, so to speak. Look what a difference time makes!
Both our community and congregation, led by our Rabbi, are making and welcoming change. Couples and families who may be considered
by some non-traditional, are welcomed and warmly received and included at Ohev Shalom. Rabbi shared in an email and through beautiful
photographs his and Janie's special day when he officiated at the wedding of Jordana and Gena. We celebrated with Rabbi and Janie and
welcome all couples and families into our community. Under the leadership of our Religious Committee and Men's Club, a Keruv
Committee is now forming and we will be having our first Interfaith Shabbat on Friday evening, November 21st. In fact,
Ohev Shalom is proud to be joining InterfaithFamily/Philadelphia and sharing in their concept, "30 Days of Abundant Appreciation," with our
community. You can learn more at http://www.interfaithfamily.com/elgg/pg/groups/143422/philadelphia/?rd=2.
Last month I wrote about invisible disabilities. There are those that suffer silently, or not so silently with challenges which may seem subtle
to some but to those suffering, are great. Those who experience emotional struggles of varying degrees and with varying needs often feel
alone and/or uncomfortable. They and their families are members of our community who may struggle silently or at times outwardly. We
are thrilled to invite anyone interested in learning more about being supported or offering support to those who struggle
emotionally to an "Evening of Hope" on Friday evening, December 5th at 5:00 PM when we welcome Tikvah Advocates. Please
read more, join us and encourage others to do so as well.
Thank you all for continuing to weave inclusion throughout our congregation and community.
B'Shalom,
Lindsay Miller

Celebrations! at Ohev Shalom
“Teach a child according to his way even when he is old. He will not depart from it.” Proverbs: Mishlei 22:6

2014-2015
Celebrations!
11/22/14
The November Celebrations! highlights ”Shabbat.” As we know, the world was created in six days; the seventh day
Shabbat
was designated for the day of rest. At Celebrations! our participants engage in games, dance and motor activities to
12/20/14
experience work. As a form of rest, stories are read about Shabbat, individual Kiddush Cups are created, and
Hanukkah
personalized Challah covers designed to use at home during Shabbat.
1/24/15
At each Celebrations! session, we have a separate session for our Parent Group, allowing parents to discuss
Tu B’Shavat
important issues concerning their child and any challenges they may encounter. Ayala Rahimi, certified School Social
2/21/15
Worker, facilitates the Parent Group. It is a time for parents to share their experiences in networking for services
for their children.
Purim
3/21/15
Do you know a family that has a special needs child unable to attend Hebrew School due to a disability?
Passover
Celebrations! at Ohev Shalom invites them to attend our next event. This exciting program is free of charge, and
open to Jewish families at Ohev Shalom and the Greater Jewish Community. To join in the fun, please contact Shelley
4/18/15
Rubin to register, 215-399-7668.
Israel
Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 20, 2014 when we will celebrate Hanukkah. It will be a Shabbat
5/16/15
filled with song, dreidles, latkes and surprises!
Family Honor’s Day
Suzanne Gold
Celebrations! at Ohev Shalom is an interactive Shabbat morning program focusing on Jewish themes and holidays for
students who are unable to attend Shabbat services and Hebrew/ Sunday School due to various disabilities.

Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and welcomes diversity within our sacred community.
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"An Evening of Hope” Friday, December 5, 2014 5:00 PM
Tikvah/Advocates for the Jewish Mentally Ill is a twenty-year-old grassroots Jewish organization established in the Philadelphia area by
concerned parents and mental health professionals committed to improving the quality of life for adult individuals with mental illness. The
Executive Director, Helene Steinberg, along with a Tikvah member, will speak to us about Tikvah organizing holiday celebrations, cultural
events, social activities, and educational programming. We hope this evening will be a catalyst for our community reaching out to those
who face isolation, stigma and distress.
Depression, anxiety, confusion and disorganization are problems that are sometimes visible and sometimes concealed. Medication and
psychotherapy play a role, but belonging to a community may have the biggest impact on a person's life.
As Ohev Shalom embraces and welcomes all members of our Jewish community, we anticipate that this hour prior to Friday Evening
Kabbalat Shabbat will be welcoming for today and offer inspiration for tomorrow. Please reach out to all of those in our synagogue and the
greater community touched by emotional struggles, or caring about those who are, and encourage them to join us in this prelude to
Shabbat Friday evening, December 5th at 5:00 PM.
David Nover

KeruvOhev

קרוב אוהב

Oneg Shabbat following the service.
Everyone is welcome.

Is sponsoring

Interfaith Family Shabbat
Friday, November 21, 2014
Kabbalat Shabbat at 6 PM

Different Paths…
A panel from the Ohev Community
Sharing their interfaith journeys.

KeruvOhev

is a project of

Ohev Men’s Club, Inclusion B’kavod and
the Religious Committee.
For information contact:
Mark Podob
mpodob@metlabheattreat.com
Shelley Rubin
shelmr2@aol.com
Rabbi Perlstein
rabbi@ohev.org

(Continued from page 3)

in a debate of halachah it is not your business to interfere. Finally Rabbi Eliezer appeals to the ultimate authority and yells If I am right then
may it be proved from heaven and a voice from heaven cries out Rabbi Eliezer is always right on matters of halachah. But Rabbi Joshua rises
and says it is not up to heaven. G-d gave us the Torah at Sinai. That is our guide. But filling in the details – that is for us to decide.
To some this balancing of tradition time and place looks like we are floundering without direction or identity. To me as to Rabbi Joshua it IS
our direction. It IS our identity. It IS our brand. It IS our strength. We fill in the details as we balance tradition with time and place.
There is one more reason that I am confident about our future.
During the golden age of Conservative Judaism, the 1950s and 1960s - when we had double or triple or quadruple the numbers and we were building big fancy
synagogues designed by famous architects, the joke was that a Conservative synagogue consisted of an orthodox Rabbi and a reform congregation. Well, we ended
up with a lot of people whose children ultimately found their homes in reform synagogues.
When I was a kid, no one invited us to their sukkah –I don’t even know anyone who built a sukkah. No one invited us to Shabbat dinner. We were never invited
to the Rabbi’s house. We were not inspired to keep kosher any more than the hybrid kashrut that my parents always kept –which included Jewish STYLE cold cuts
from Lou’s deli – but Lou was a member so it was ok – and the infamous paper plate exception for just about anything. Day school was not discussed among
people who lived in row homes. I never heard of Camp Ramah.
That is not our way now. Ohev Shalom inspired my children to attend Camp Ramah. My children inspired Judy and me to ramp up our kosher observance. We
were inspired by Rabbi’s Mitzvah class to celebrate Havdalah. We were inspired to regular Shabbat dinners by a Shabbat dinner at Rabbi and Janie’s house.
We understand, as the golden age of synagogue leadership did not, that it is our mission our responsibility as a community to reach out beyond these walls and give
each other a taste of Judaism. Rabbi and Cantor cannot do it alone. It is the responsibility of each of us to be a part of this effort. A taste, a smell, an experience
that will connect each of us to Judaism.
Be part of our Sukkah hop next week right after the Chai 5k Run and Walk. Build a sukkah or visit. Last year was a most beautiful day filled with meeting friends
and making new friends all in a beautiful inspiring Jewish setting. Registration on line. No charge.
Be part of our Share A Shabbat dinners - the first one this year on October 24 th . Host a family or be hosted by another. The Share A Shabbat program, has swept
(Continued on page 22)
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Annual Appeal
Harris and Karen Abrams
Scott Adler and Ayala Rahimi
Ana Andrusier
Anonymous
Howard and Roslyn Apt
Linda Barankin
Marc and Shelley Barbash
Hal and Terri Barrow
Howard and Dale Batterman
Ira and Bernice Berkowitz
Robert and Anne Bermon
Larry Bershtein
Robbie and Rachel Betesh
David and Beth Boisselle
Gloria Brooks
Dan and Janet Blyweiss
Buck Brookman and Karol Silver
Jeff Camson
Beverley Caro
Rose Carson
David and Ellen Cohen
Ellis and Rita Cohen
Michael Cohen
and Judith Steenbergen
Gary and Sharon Delson
Fred and Anita Dorfman
Adam and Soan Dubrow
Harvey and Carol Edelman
Joel and Harriet Feder
Marvin and Soni Feld
Harriet Feinstein
Steven and Esther Finer
Jon and Amy Fisher
Alexander and Ilona Fligelman
Steve and Sherry Fox
Gary and Mandi Freedman
Sylvan and Sybil Freedman
David and Judy Friedman
Robin Geller
Steven Geller
Martin and Sylvia Gingold
Larry and Suzanne Gold
David and Holly Goldberg
Lynne Goldberg
Ken and Elissa Goldberg
Michael and Mindy Goldberg
Rick and Cheryle Goldberg
Irv and Elaine Goldfarb

Thank you for your donations to the Ohev Shalom Annual Appeal

Richard Goldhammer
and Susan Maslow
Carl and Rachel Goldstein
Sam and Gail Goldstein
Alan Golombek
Joel Goodman
Greg and Roberta Gordon
Scott and Fran Gordon
Kevin and Vicki Gottlieb
Stuart and Ivy Graff
Seymour and Judith Greenberg
Norman Gross
Bernie and Ann Grossman
David and Marni Guba
Mel and Phyllis Halpern
Chester and Marsha Heller
Sam and Alice Heller
Norman and Freida Hendler
Howard and Cecile Herskovitz
Neil and Hedy Hoffman
David and Dena Horowitz
Saul and Shelly Jacobs
Richard and Terry Jaffe
Sheldon and Helen Jahss
Jack and Bonnie Kapenstein
Jerry and Barbara Kaplan
Allan and Tanya Katz
Howard and Debbie Katz
Robert and Rhona Katz
Saul and Ilene Katz
Gary and Becky Kessel
Mark and Andrea Kimelheim
Eric and Madelaine Kleiman
Mildred Kline
Stuart and Shelly Kolber
Jeff and Karen Kolsky
Scott Korn and Audrey Kleeman
Alan and Harriet Kozak
Loretta Kozak
Jeff Kravitz
Marvin and Leslie Kreithen
Larry and Wendy Krevitz
Saul and Rose La Kier
Len and Carol Lebowitz
Jack and Marilyn Leventhal
Irv and Elaine Levin
Marc and Robin Levine
Bruce and Susan Levitus

Maurie and Nancy Levy
Sheldon and Lynn Liss
David and Meryl Lubchansky
Bruce and Sharon Lustig
Seymour and Carol Mager
Helene Malenbaum
Steven and Lindsay Miller
Larry and Lisa Minsky
Neil and Susan Mittelman
Nadine Myerson
Lawrence and Rhona Nagelberg
David and Liz Nover
David Paris and Family
Gary and Inessa Parkansky
Bruce and Randi Pashko
Jared Pashko
Stephen Paul
Mark and Lisa Perecman
Lilian Perelshteyn
Eliott and Janie Perlstein
Stuart Perrone
Jeff and Diane Pevar
Ron and Helene Peyton
Gary and Mindy Pitkofsky
Mark and Dana Podob
Bernie and Mimi Pollack
Steven and Lisa Portnoy
Michael and Estelle Rabinowitz
Sean and Susan Reiter
Steve and Harriet Rellis
Robert and Rona Remstein
Andy and Shelley Rosen
Ed and Lorraine Rosen
Ed and Abby Rosenberg
Howard and Ellen Rosenfeld
Marty and Gail Rosenfeld
Marvin Rosner
Len and Shelley Rubin
Martin and Rosalyn Rudoff
John and Elise Rupley
Brian and Rachel Saks
Marc and Diane Sandberg
Mel and Bobbi Scharf
Albert and Lisa Shlamowitz
Dave and Lisa Schlosser
Norman and Syra Schutzbank
Marc and Laurie Segal
Mort and Iris Segal

Jeffrey and Ilene Seidel
Ira and Thea Semanoff
Aaron and Felice Shiloh
Vivian Spector
Manny and Marcy Spigler
Paula Spigler
Ronald and Perri Stark
Diane Stein
Bob Steiner
Michael Stengel and Marla Levy
Craig and Jennifer Stoltz
Michael and Nina Surden
Ilenne Swerdlow
Ray and Nancy Swerdlow
Morton and Sheila Tanenbaum
Joe and Adele Teller
Sheryl Tobias
Linda Tuber
Sherwyn and Marilyn Tucker
Warren and Marsha Verbit
Enid Waldman
Scott and Susan Wechsler
Morris and Sandra Weinstein
Arthur and Estera Weiss
David and Libby Weiss
Marvin and Nancy Wilenzik
Ron Wolf
Idelle Wood
Lisa Yoskowitz
Joseph Zafran

Donors to the
Ohev Annual Appeal
at any level of giving as of
October 15 2014
by alphabetical order.
Please add your name to this
list before our next publication!
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Bubby Gourmet
We are the catering committee of Ohev Shalom - an excited,
creative, dedicated group of volunteers who also happen to be
great bakers and cooks. We are here to cater Shabbat Kiddush
luncheons for your simchas - everything but not limited to Auf
Ruf's, special birthday and anniversary luncheons, and baby namings.
Luncheons are served in our beautiful Social Hall.
We are currently booking parties thru June 2015.
To see a Bubby Gourmet menu, pricing and other particulars,
please go to our website at
http://www.ohev.org/bubby-gourmet-ohev-shalom/.
Please contact our Committee Chairperson Linda Barankin at 215450-2405 or our Head Chef Jerry Kaplan at 215-698-9244 to
answer any questions as well as to reserve your 2014/2015 date.
Your simcha will help raise funds for our Ohev Shalom community,
as all profits are going to our Ohev Shalom General Fund.
We look forward to creating a delicious dairy luncheon for your
special occasion!

Don’t Make a
Move Without Me

Nadine Simantov
Co-Owner/Realtor

Cell:215-858-2068 Office:215-757-6100 x 125
www.ccrhlanghorne.com

joanne@ruvoautomation.com

nadinesimantov@gmail.com
www.NadineSimantov.com

Top Selling Real Estate Company
in Bucks County the past 5 years

P AGE

10

B’nai Mitzvah

Alec Borofsky

Sunday, November 23rd

Hi, my name is Alec Borofsky. My Bar Mitzvah will be on November 23, 2014. I am in
seventh grade at Richboro Middle School.
This year in school I am having a lot of fun meeting new people and there are still more
memories to make.
In my spare time I like to collect autographs, play sports and hang out with friends.
Every summer I go to Southampton Summer Day Camp. My favorite activities are
hockey and basketball. This year I will be a C.I.T. and I can’t wait to enjoy being there
for my 8th summer.
For my Bar Mitzvah project, I did Cook for a Friend. It involves preparing trays of food
for people who don’t have enough money to buy food for themselves. Everyone there
is nice and I enjoy being with my friends, but most of all I enjoy knowing that I am
helping others. It is a rewarding feeling.
I would like to thank Rabbi Perlstein, Cantor Frimark, Iris Spector, and my mom, dad
and sister Carli for all helping me prepare for my Bar Mitzvah.

sarakinteriors@gmail.com
www.saraktorjmaninteriors.com

David Geltzer, CLTC, LUTCF
Agent
CA Ins. Lic. # 0131975
New York Life Insurance Conpany
172 Evergreen Court
Holland, PA 18966
Tel. 215 920 9194
Fax 215 525 4469
dgeltzer@ft.newyorklife.com

The Company You Keep®

www.GoldsteinsFuneral.com
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RICHBORO

Shop n Bag
Murray Battleman, Owner
and member of Ohev Shalom

A full service Supermarket giving great value to our community

1025 N. Second Street Pike, Richboro, PA 18954, (215) 355-5300

For boys and girls
ages 3-15

Well-rounded camp
experiences for kids
since 1986

Lunch and snacks
provided

ACA Accredited

Door to door
transportation

Rental facilities
available for picnics
and weekends

1380 Creek Road
Furlong, PA 18925
(215) 598-7143
www.briarwooddaycamp.com
info@briarwooddaycamp.com
FUN IN THE SUN!
Arcade
Archery
Arts & Crafts
Basketball
Beach volleyball
BMX bikes
Boating
Ceramics

Drama/Dance
Fishing
Ga-Ga
Gymnastics
Hockey
Lacrosse
Miniature golf
Nature

Newcomb
Rock wall/zip line
Soccer (indoor and
outdoor)
Softball
Swimming (3 pools)
Tennis
Wiffle ball
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NOVEMBER 2014
Saturday Nov. 1st
8th of Heshvan
9:30 am Services
9:45 am Junior Congregation
7:09 pm Havdalah
Sunday Nov. 2nd
9th of Heshvan
Daylight Savings Time Ends
8:45 Minyan
5:30 pm Men’s Club
Poker and Dinner
5:30 pm
Registration
6 pm Start
Monday Nov. 3rd

10th of Heshvan

Tuesday Nov. 4th
11th of Heshvan
Election Day
Early Learning Center Closed
12 pm Sisterhood Mah Jongg
7 pm Minyan
Wed. Nov. 5th
12th of Heshvan
5:45 Religious School
7 pm Gratz Hebrew High
7 pm Minyan
Thursday Nov. 6th 13th of Heshvan
7 am Minyan
Early Learning Center PreK and K
Parent and Teacher Conference
1 pm Sisterhood Canasta
6:15 pm Sisterhood
Dinner
7:30 pm Sisterhood
Book Review
with Rabbi
Perlstein
Henna House by
Nomi Eve

Friday Nov. 7th
14th of Heshvan
4:33 pm Candle Lighting
6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat
- Camp Ramah Shabbat and Dinner
Saturday Nov. 8th 15th of Heshvan
9:30 am Services
- Auf Ruf of Rena Gletzer and
Michael Ehrlich
6:02 pm Havdalah
7 pm Sisterhood Art Auction
Wine and Wyeth
Sunday Nov. 9th
16th of Heshvan
8:30 am Men’s Club Breakfast
- Guest Speaker John Pergine
8:45 am Minyan

Monday Nov. 10th

17th of Heshvan

Tuesday Nov. 11th 18th of Heshvan
Veteran’s Day
12 pm Sisterhood Mah Jongg
7 pm Minyan
Wed. Nov. 12th
19th of Heshvan
5:45 Religious School
7 pm Gratz Hebrew High
7 pm Minyan
7:15 pm Sisterhood Board Meeting
Thursday Nov. 13th 20th of Heshvan
7 am Minyan
1 pm Sisterhood Canasta
7 pm Men’s Club
- Paid Up Membership Dinner
- Guest Speaker Walt Hunter
Friday Nov. 14th
21st of Heshvan
4:26 pm Candle Lighting
6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat
- Early Learning Center and
Mishpacha Shabbat

Friday Nov. 21st
28th of Heshvan
Early Learning Center Picture Day
4:22 pm Candle Lighting
6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat
- Interfaith Family Service
Saturday Nov. 22nd 29th of Heshvan
9:30 am Services
10:30 am Celebrations!
5:51 pm Havdalah
Sunday Nov. 23rd
1st of Kislev
Rosh Hodesh Kislev
8:45 Minyan
Religious School Closed
- Teacher In-service
9:30 am Bar Mitzvah of Alec Borofsky
Monday Nov. 24th

2nd of Kislev

Tuesday Nov. 25th
3rd of Kislev
12 pm Sisterhood Mah Jongg
7 pm Minyan

Wed. Nov. 26th
4th of Kislev
12 pm Early Learning Center
Early Dismissal
Saturday Nov. 15th 22nd of Heshvan
Religious School Closed
9:30 am Services
- Wedding of Rina Geltzer and Michael 7 pm Minyan
Erlich
Thurs. Nov. 27th
5th of Kislev
9:45 am Junior Congregation
Thanksgiving
5:56 pm Havdalah
Early Learning Center Closed
7 pm Bucks County Night of Learning
8:45 Minyan
Sunday Nov. 16th 23rd of Heshvan
Friday Nov. 28th
6th of Kislev
8:45 Minyan
Early Learning Center Closed
Daled and Hei Classes go to JRA
4:18 Candle Lighting
Global Day of Jewish Learning
6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat
Hazak Trip to Philadelphia to see
“Old Jews - New Jokes”
Saturday Nov. 29th
7th of Kislev
Monday Nov. 17th 24th of Heshvan 9:30 am Services
5:48 pm Havdalah
Tuesday Nov. 18th 25th of Heshvan
12 pm Sisterhood Mah Jongg
Sunday Nov. 30th
8th of Kislev
7 pm Minyan
8:45 Minyan
Religious School Closed
Wed. Nov. 19th
26th of Heshvan
5 pm Cook for a Friend
5:45 Religious School
7 pm Gratz Hebrew High
7 pm Minyan
Thursday Nov. 20th 27th of Heshvan
7 am Minyan
Early Learning Center Picture Day
1 pm Sisterhood Canasta
7:15 pm Men’s Club Torah on Tap
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Good and Welfare
Kol HaKavod to our September readers and leaders
Minyan leaders: Rabbi Perlstein, Cantor Frimark, Bernie Grossman, Saul Jacobs, Jeff Pevar and Mimi Pollack.
Torah and Haftarah readers: Barbara Berman, Janice Cane, Arlene Frimark, Cantor Frimark, Mitch Gerson, Roberta Gordon, Sheldon Katz,
Ken Marblestone, Sarah Millman, Liz Nover, Phyllis Parkansky, Rabbi Perlstein, Jeff Pevar, Mark Podob, Warren Roman, Howard Rosenfeld,
Fran Silverman, Shep Smithline, Craig Surnitsky, Al Torjman, Warren Verbit, Evan Villafranca, Idelle Wood, Lisa Yoskowitz, and Mike Zimet.
We are always looking for more volunteers - please contact Idelle Wood at idelleswood@gmail.com.

Ohev Shalom Choir performs for the Friends of the IDF
November 3 will find our Ohev Shalom Choir performing at Vie on 600 N. Broad Street. The event for that evening is a gala for Friends of
the IDF. "It is a grand and moving night," said Marvin Feld, choral director. "Over 800 people will be attending from around the entire
Philadelphia / South Jersey area.
The choir will be performing The Star Spangled Banner, Hatikvah and a selection in Hebrew that is being written by Israeli composer Avi
Faintoch.
Congratulations to the choir for being selected to participate in this special activity.

Family Fun Day for the Homeless of Bucks County
Due to changes with our partner the Bucks County Housing Group, Dana and Anita regret to report that the event is cancelled for this year.
We hope to be able to start up again next year with the same or other partners in order to continue this wonderful tradition of giving to our
community.

Annual Sukkah Hop
Thank you to Roberta Gordon and Liz Nover for chairing the Annual Sukkah Hop. Thank you to our sukkah host families:
Susan and Sean Reiter, Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark, Roberta and Greg Gordon, Liz and David Nover, and Beth and Matthew Schurman.


www.diamondridgecamps.com
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Sisterhood of Ohev Shalom

Sisterhood can be reached 24/6
by email at Sisterhood@Ohev.org

We simply can not believe it is November already. Sisterhood is busy with so many terrific programs, projects & all we can do to support
Ohev Shalom. We invite each of you to be a part of these happenings. You will be greeted with a warm hello, each of us reaching out to
you to make our community the best it can be. It takes all of us together to accomplish great things.
Please join us on the evening of November 8th for our Ohev Art Auction. It is always a fun, exciting night for all. To order tickets leave a
message at Sisterhood@ohev.org and we will return your call.
From our family's to yours we wish you a Happy Thanksgiving filled with happy moments surrounded by family and friends.
B'Shalom,
Hedy and Linda

 Coming up 






Thursday November 6th Book Review & Dinner with Rabbi
Perlstein. Henna House by Nomi Eve.
Saturday November 8th - Congregational/Sisterhood Art
Auction. Wine and Wyeth (& Martini’s too!)
Sunday November 9th Torah Fund Founders Day at Beth El in
NJ.
Tuesday December 2nd - Rosh Hodesh event.
Saturday December 13th - Wintertime Sisterhood Shabbat.
Come out to warm yourselves with community and prayer.

Torah Fund
The Mishpachah theme this year encourages us, Conservative Jews,
to recognize the diverse character of families. It also encourages
our communities to be pluralistic, welcoming and open hearted.
Join us once again in supporting the Jewish Theological Seminary by
purchasing a Mishpachah pin representing the Family and the Tree
of Life. Contact Michele Bernstein at 215-741-9937 or
Michele.Bernstein@uphs.upenn.edu
Simcha Boutique
Remember to shop Simcha Boutique for bridal showers, engagement
gifts, new baby gifts, hostess gifts, new house warming gifts, Judaica, or
just about any gift you will need.
Hours: Sunday 9-1 pm; Monday closed; Tuesday 11-3 pm;
Wednesday during Hebrew School; Thursday 11-3 pm; and
Fridays by appointment only
Should you need us when our doors are closed please call …
Gail Wiener - 215-293-0506 or Email us at sisterhood@ohev.org

Birthday Greetings
Say 'Happy Birthday' in such a sweet way !!)
Our Birthday Greetings Program is just .75 cents
per greeting or $118.00 for the entire Sisterhood
membership. Your name will be included on the
beautiful Birthday card which we send. IT'S AN
EASY, FUN AND THOUGHTFUL WAY TO
WISH YOUR FRIENDS A SPECIAL DAY!! To
participate contact Susan Berk at
sfb22@verizon.net / 215-956-0432.

Wine and Wyeth Art Auction
Do you have walls that are just waiting for beautiful artwork?
Come out on Saturday night November 8th and purchase that
beautiful artwork. There will be a great variety - landscapes, beach
art, children's art, Judaica and everything in between. All art is fully
matted and framed. There will be pieces which start at $40.00 with
many selling between $100.00 and $250.00. Please join us for an
exciting and fun evening. Of course, all proceeds benefit our
congregation. See you there,
Hedy Hoffman Event Chairperson - Questions?? Hnmjjh@aol.com
6:30 PM Wine & Nosh Preview
7:30 PM Auction & Desserts
General Admission $10 Per Person /$18 for two
Patron $36/4, Benefactor $54/6 (Special door prize for these levels)
Mah Jongg
Every Tuesday at Noon. 18 week sessions for a donation of $54.00
Bring your Mah Jongg card & set … $$$ Prizes
Purchase your cards now!
Standard $8.00 and Large $9.00
Money must be in by JANUARY 20, 2015
Checks made payable to OHEV SHALOM SISTERHOOD
Please send to:
Linda Shapiro, 2 Syracuse Lane, Richboro, PA 18954
Any questions call or email Lrshapiro@comcast.net / 215-322-1166
Canasta
Canasta Open Play for $2.00 each Thursday from 1 to 3 PM in the
Ohev Shalom Social Hall.
Lessons also offered for $5.00/ lesson or $18.00/4.
Any questions or to request lessons please email Marsha Freedman
Mfreedman21@comcast.net / 215-968-6755
Do you shop at SHOP RITE in Warminster?
GREAT! Please write Ohev Shalom Sisterhood on your receipt &
drop into the donation box in the Shop Rite. They will donate a
percentage to our Sisterhood. Thanks to Shop Rite in Warminster!
Honor & Memory Cards
Such a wonderful way to support our Sisterhood. With a donation
of $5.00 (or more) cards can be mailed for you or you can
purchase them in advance.
Call or email Joanne Babbitt at 215-968-0107 - jb_toot@att.net
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November 2 Sunday Dinner and Poker
November 9 Sunday Breakfast and Speaker John Pergine
November 13 Thursday Paid-up Membership Dinner & Speaker Walt Hunter
November 20 Thursday Torah on Tap with Rabbi Perlstein

October was a terrific month for our Men's Club. First, Kudos to Chef Jerry Kaplan for the excellent job that he did pulling together Steak
and Scotch in the Sukkah for almost 70 people. The dinner was flawlessly executed, first class, and truly worthy of all of the skills and talent
of our 2014 recipient of the Man of the Year award. All of Jerry (and Barbara's) talents as restaurateurs over the years shined as they pulled
off a feast worthy of Michelin three stars. Kudos to their helpers, Mike Zimet, Jeff Berk, Saul Jacobs, Mark Shapiro, Ron Wolf, Len Schultz,
Stu Perrone, Steve Miller, Ken Sternberger, Sean Reiter, Joyce Tannenbaum, Barbara Kaplan and Dana Podob who helped in the kitchen
before and after the event. Everyone enjoyed the Scotch – a bottle of Johnnie Walker blue which lasted 15 minutes!! And the fabulous
hors d'oeuvres consisting of meatballs and Barbara Kaplan's special sauce, veggies, and an assortment of hot snacks. While the weather kept
us out of the Sukkah, it was warm inside the sanctuary and this promises to be a great annual event. Jackson Reiter and Brett Rubin along
with the Cantor led prayers in the Minyan before dinner, and special thanks to Congressman Mike Fitzpatrick for dropping by during
cocktails. We owe thanks Sandi Rubin, Ken Sternberger and Brett for making the arrangements for the Congressman to see us. The
Congressman, not only a great friend of Ohev Shalom but a strong supporter of Israel, just returned from a trip from the Middle East. For
those of us who engaged him in conversation it was interesting to hear his comments regarding ISIL, Al-Qaida, Israel, the Ebola epidemic in
Africa and current issues before the Government.

The guys putting the Sukkah up

Dennis and Chef Jerry prepare for
Steak and Scotch in the Sukkah

Events coming up in November include our membership dinner on November
13th with Walt Hunter. Walt is an investigative reporter for Channel 3, CBS,
and has been heard on the radio on 1210, on the Crime Guys. He is a fixture in
Philadelphia having been on the air since 1980 and won numerous broadcasting
awards including an Emmy in 2010. This promises to be a great evening. And
November also marks the start-up Torah on tap with the Rabbi as we begin our
monthly learning sessions reviewing the weekly parshas over a beer and snacks
on the third Thursday (November 20th) of the month. We will also be having a
breakfast on Sunday, November 9th with speaker John Pergine, former
linebacker with the LA Rams and Washington Redskins, as he talks about his NFL
experience. Contact Ron Wolf at rwolf1951@aol.com for reservations.
And on another note, the Men's Club, taking its lead from the Federation of
Jewish Men's Clubs, and following up on the theme introduced during the
holidays, will bring Keruv, or welcoming interfaith families, to the synagogue.
Working with the Rabbi, the Ritual Committee and Inclusion B'Kavod, our
committee will be forming shortly, so please contact the synagogue office if you
would like to be a part of this new initiative.
Mark Podob

Congressman Mike Fitzpatrick, Mark and Dana Podob,
and Brett Rubin at the Steak and Scotch in the Sukkah
event. We made sure Brett did not have any scotch.
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The Ohev Shalom Men's Club along with the Ritual Committee and the Inclusion B'Kavod under the auspices of the Rabbi
will be introducing a Keruv initiative to the Synagogue.
Following are the combined remarks made by Mark Podob, President of the Men's Club, and Idelle Wood, Chairperson of the Ritual
Committee, on the first day of Rosh Hashanah 5775.
Mark Podob:
Thank you, Rabbi, for the opportunity to say a few words about "Keruv." Keruv means "to bring close" or "to bring near" and it in the
context of Jewish life it has come to focus on intermarriage and interfaith couples.
In a blog by Rabbi Gil Steinlauf of Adas Israel in Washington D.C., he says that throughout the history of the Jewish people, the word
"Keruv" has meant the attempt to bring close all those among our people who for whatever reason are feeling far away from the
community. Keruv is a beautiful Jewish value that is all about welcoming. Rabbi Steinlaug goes on to say that Keruv is the heart and soul of
what has sustained us as a community for generations. The Jewish value of Keruv goes a long way back in Judaism - Aaron, the High Priest
and brother of Moses had a magnificent talent for Keruv – he was Ohev Shalom v’Rodef Shalom, Ohev et haBriot, umekarvan latorah Aaron loved peace and pursued peace, that he loved all of God’s creatures and brought them close - mekarvan (a word with the same root
as Keruv) – to Torah. And of course, Ohev Shalom, to Love Peace is the name of our Synagogue, and has special meaning to all of us. King
David inspired countless others with his deep faith and devotion to God, and his piety brought the Israelite nation close to God.
So this word Keruv and its meaning have been around for a long time. But what does Keruv have to do with today? Well in modern times it
has to do with reaching out to unaffiliated Jews. The introduction of adult education programs for Jews of all backgrounds which has
become a staple of modern synagogue life is a form of "Keruv." But more recently as a concept of Conservative Judaism the definition of
Keruv has been broadened to include outreach to intermarried Jews and blended families of Jews and non-Jews.
Within the past few years the Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs has taken as one of its core programs the issue of interfaith marriage. We
have heard from this Bimah over the past several years the statistics regarding intermarriage among American Jews. The Pew Study sets the
American Jewish intermarriage rate at an incredibly high 58%. It is simply a fact of life that intermarriage is here to stay.
The Federation of Men's Clubs has recognized this and has said that we need to move beyond "tolerating" non-Jews in our synagogue
community to welcoming non-Jews in our synagogue community. And so Keruv represents the beginning of a discussion about how we
truly integrate our intermarried families into the fabric of Conservative Jewish life. The Men's Club will take up the Keruv initiative and
interfaith marriage with the Rabbi, Ritual and Inclusion Committees as we all become a more welcoming and caring synagogue community.
(Continued on page 17)

IRIS SEGAL, ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES







Take advantage of my 30 + years experience.
I am a member of the Centurion Honor Society
Specializing in Residential Resale & New Construction
Proudly Serving Bucks, Philadelphia & Montgomery Counties
From Your First Home to Your Dream Home, I Can Help!

(ABR) Accredited Buyer Representative
(CRS) Certified Residential Specialist
(SRES) Seniors Real Estate Specialist

Results Not Promises, When
Buying or Selling Your Home

OFFICE: 215-968-6703
CELL: 267-474-7030
WEBSITE: www.irissegal.com
E-MAIL: iris.segal@LNF.com
IRIS is a proud and active member of Ohev Shalom since 1978.
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(Continued from page 16)

Idelle Wood:
“I felt like such a failure when my son married out, it felt like a rejection of everything I believed in. I didn’t tell any of my synagogue friends for weeks.
We had done everything we were supposed to from Jewish camps to lighting candles - what happened?”
“Although I am not Jewish myself, I have been totally supportive of Jewish observance. I schlepped the kids to Hebrew school, brought them to the
Purim carnivals, took them to services. And yet, I felt like a stranger when I watched my family on the bimah at my son’s Bar Mitzvah.”
“People keep asking me why I don’t convert. I would love to, but my mother would be devastated. How would you feel if any of your children converted
from Judaism?”
These statements were made by participants in a Keruv group. Some are young parents, some are grandparents, some are single, some are
not Jewish. In common, they were all touched by interfaith marriage.
Look around you, your row, the row in front and behind. Chances are that someone nearby, maybe even yourself has a family member who
is not Jewish. With the increasing rate of interfaith marriage we are increasingly touched by these families. Their children are in our
religious schools, their parents and grandparents are our friends.
At Ohev we pride ourselves on being a warm and welcoming kehilah, a community. The Religious Committee, the Men’s Club and the
Inclusion B’Kavod Committee are joining together to broaden the perspective of our kehilah. It is about creating awareness and a
connection. It is about providing support, encouragement, learning experiences and engagement within our community; to strengthen the
bonds of interfaith families with our Jewish community.
I would like to invite everyone to join us on Friday evening, November 21 as we sponsor our Interfaith Family Shabbat. Please do a mitzvah
and bring someone with you. We hope this will be a meaningful experience for all, including the interfaith families in our community.
Interfaith Family Philly in conjunction with jkidphilly will be presenting an online class for interfaith parents thinking about whether and how
to bring Jewish traditions and customs into their home, their lives and parenting. Raising a Child with Judaism in Your Interfaith
Family will be available online during the week of October 22. Love and Religion, a four session workshop will begin in November. It is
designed for those recent marrieds and seriously dating to discuss how to bring religious traditions into their homes. There is also a trip to
Israel for interfaith families and couples, December 27-January 5 of this year. It is an opportunity to discover Israel and its rich religious
history with other interfaith families.
If you know of anyone who may be interested these programs, please speak with either myself or Rabbi and we can provide you with the
contact information. You can login to interfaithfamily.org.
Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and welcomes diversity within our sacred community. May this be a year of
understanding and connection.
Shanah Tovah.

MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION
FEDERATION OF JEWISH MEN’S CLUBS

17TH ANNUAL MAN OF THE
YEAR DINNER
Sunday, December 7, 2014
Cocktail Hour begins at 4:30PM
Congregation Beth El, 8000 Main Street, Voorhees, NJ
Please join us for a Gala Dinner and Awards Ceremony
to honor Ohev Shalom's Man of the Year

Jerry Kaplan
Couvert: $ 70.00/person
For further information, please contact:
Mark Podob at mpodob@metlabheattreat.com

Left
Allan Silverberg and Ron Wolf,
members of Ohev Shalom and the
Jewish War Veterans Post 697.
Below
Joyce, Ron, Mark and Allan at the Tour
De Shuls event
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We Thank Our Generous Contributors
ADATH TIKVAH -MONTEFIORE
CHAPEL FUND
In Honor of
Marcia and Sid Weinberg celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary
on October 24th.
Engagement of Harris Heller and Jaime Pearlstine, by
Arthur and Estera Weiss
Arlene and Warren Roman
Lil Denenburg’s “special” birthday, by Marcia and Sid Weinberg
Arlene and Warren Roman’s grandson, Liam, by
Alice and Sammy Heller
Phyllis and Sam Bellman’s granddaughter, Melody, by
Alice and Sammy Heller
In Memory of
Miriam Wexler, mother of Michael Wexler, by
Marcia and Sid Weinberg
BENNETT ZION FELD
MEMORIAL LIBRARY
In Honor of
Soni Feld’s Birthday, by Arthur and Eena Feld
In Memory of
Mark Goldberg, by Mark and Ilene Pachman
COOK FOR A FRIEND
In Honor of
Harris Heller’s Engagement, by Fred and Anita Dorfman
Speedy recovery to Lynne Goldberg, by Harriet Rellis
In Memory of
Janice Levine, by Jerry Gottesman
Elinore Plenn, by Libby and David Weiss
Denise’s Aunt Mimi, by Denise and Mark Kolber
Eugene Brecher, by Fran and Roy Silverman
Shirley Friedrich, by Fran and Roy Silverman
Phillip Rothman, by Steven, Esther, Joshua and Meghan Finer
EARLY LEARNING CENTE R FUND
In Memory of
Carol Treiman, by
Ken and Elissa Goldberg and Family
Morris and Hope Perera
Sheldon Glickman, by Andrea and Ted Rothman
Leonard Lakewood, by Andrea and Ted Rothman
FINANCIAL AID FUND
In Honor of
Aliyah on Saturday, September 6, 2014, by Florrie Fisher
GARY DOLINE HIGH HOLY DAY
PRAYER B OOK FUND
In Memory of
Carol Treiman, by Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Tafflin
HAZAK OF OHEV SHALOM FUND
In Honor of
Appreciation for a wonderful and beautiful gift, by Gail Wiener

IDELLA POLLACK FUND FOR
J EWI SH YOUTH SUM M ER CAM PS
In Memory of
Irv Pollack, by Terri and Hal Barrow
INCLUSION B’KAVOD
In Honor of
The engagement of Tracy Brooks and Jack Winston, by
Lindsay and Steve Miller
Birth of Liam Emmanuel Roman, by
Caren and Nat Bosk
Sam and Alice Heller
Lindsay and Steve Miller
The Nover Family
Marriage of Samara Jaffe and Jordan Hirsch, by
Sam and Alice Heller
Marriage of Jordana Jaffe to Gena Shingle, by
Sam and Alice Heller
Jenny Gerson’s marriage, by the Nover Family
Mitch and Carol Gerson on the birth of your new Granddaughter, by
The Nover Family
Birth of Liam Emmanuel, Warren and Arlene Roman’s grandson, by
Suzanne and Larry Gold
Honor of Rosh Hashanah 2nd day, by Mitchell and Carol Gerson
In Memory of
Janice Levine, mother of Marc Levine, by Sam and Alice Heller
Rachel Saks’ grandmother, by Sam and Alice Heller
Shirley Friedrich, by Suzanne and Larry Gold
JERUSALEM FUND
In Honor of
Birth of Arlene and Warren Roman’s grandson, Liam, by
Anita and Barney Brockman
KOPPER/POLLACK CAMP RAMAH
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Honor of
Marriage of Jordana Jaffe to Gena Shingle, by
Mimi and Bernie Pollack and Family
Rabbi Perlstein’s birthday, by Mimi and Bernie Pollack and Family
Honors received on Rosh Hashanah, by Mimi Pollack
OH EV SHALOM GENERAL FUND
In Honor of
Mitch and Carol Gerson on Jenny’s wedding, by
Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark
Marc and Shelly Barbash on birth of grandson, Hunter, by
Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark
Marc and Shelly Barbash on Joshua’s marriage to Alisa, by
Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark
Warren and Arlene Roman on the birth of grandson, Liam, by
Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark
Sam and Alice Heller on Harris’ engagement, by
Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark

For donations call 215-322-9595
or on-line at
http://www.ohev.org/donations
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OH EV SHALOM GENERAL FUND
In Memory of
Yetta Herman, beloved grandmother of Rachel Saks, by
Lindsay and Steve Miller
Chad and Julie Schieken and Family
Phyllis Berstein, by Joyce and Jerry Stein and Family
Mordecai Adar, by Terri and Hal Barrow
Alma Rosen, by Terri and Hal Barrow
Lenora Stein, by
Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark
Ken, Elissa, Alex, Brooke and Paige Goldberg
Anita Brockman, by Cantor Paul and Arlene Frimark
Phyllis and Aaron Liss, by Susan Feldman
Rita Mellitz, sister of Linda Tuber, by Shelley and David Geltzer
Shirley Friedrich, by Phyllis and Bill Schwartz
OHEV SHALOM KIDDUSH FUND
In Honor of
50th anniversary of Mitchell Gerson’s Bar Mitzvah, by
Mitchell and Carol Gerson
OH EV SHA LOM M I TZ VA H FUND
In Honor of
Marc and Laurie Segal becoming grandparents, by
Scott and Susan Wechsler
In Memory of
Jerome Berstein, by Bonnie and Stan Cohen
ONEG/ KI DDUSH CO - SPON SOR
In Honor of
Mimi and Bernie Pollack’s 47th wedding Anniversary
R A BB I ’S DI SCR ETI ONA R Y FUND
In Honor of
Birth of Liam Emmanuel Roman, by
Dr. Jeffrey and Marcy Perlson
Marriage of Jordana Jaffe to Genavieve Shingle, by
Holly and David Goldberg
Lindsay and Steve Miller
Neil and Susan Mittelman
David and Judy Friedman
Meryl and David Lubchansky
In Memory of
Beloved husband, Stu Samuels, by Ruth Samuels
Beloved mother, Gloria Levin, by Lynn Levin
Shirley Friedrich, by Marsha and Warren Verbit
Beloved wife, Janice Levine, by Dr, Allan Levine
Beloved mother and grandmother, Janice Levine, by
Marc and Robin Levine and Family
Dorothy Eisenstein-Wiseman, by Marilyn and Sherwyn Tucker
SISTERHOOD
In Honor of
Elaine Glazer’s 90th birthday, by Joanne & Howard Babbitt
Mark Schwartz’s 70th birthday, by Joanne & Howard Babbitt
Marriage of Joshua Barbash, son of Shelley & Marc Barbash, to Alisa,
by
Roberta & Greg Gordon
Fran & Roy Silverman
Birth of Hunter Gavin Matt, grandson of Shelley & Marc Barbash, by
Roberta & Greg Gordon
Fran & Roy Silverman

19

Marriage of Jordana Jaffe and Gena Shingle, by
Ana Andrusier and Paula Spigler
Denise & Mark Kolber
Birth of Liam Emmanuel Roman, grandson of Arlene & Warren
Roman, by
Roberta & Greg Gordon
Denise & Mark Kolber
Phyllis & Mel Halpern’s new home, by Syra & Norman Schutzbank
Birth of Jordyn Alexandra Jusino, granddaughter of Laurie & Mark
Segal, by Roberta & Greg Gordon
Marriage of Jenny Gerson, daughter of Carol & Mitch Gerson, to
Aaron, by Denise & Mark Kolber
Shep Smithline’s Simhat Torah Honor, by Fran & Roy Silverman
Iris Spector’s Simhat Torah Honor, by Fran & Roy Silverman
In Memory of
Janice Levine, mother of Marc Levine, by Sisterhood &
Linda Barankin
Morton “Butch” Mallick, husband of Eleanor Mallick, by
Sylvia & David Linsk
Harriet Cove, sister of Mr. & Mrs. J. Kasner, by Sylvia & David Linsk
Mike Kauffman, father of David Kauffman, by
Jen & Doug Jaclin
Josh & Stacy Babbitt
Lenora Stein, mother of Jordan Stein, by Sisterhood
Ted Newman, husband of Elaine Newman, by
Syra & Norman Schutzbank
Amy Persky, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jack Persky, by
Iris & Mort Segal
Lee Segal
Blanche Ginsberg, aunt of Fern Shulman, by Roberta & Greg Gordon
Rita Mellitz, sister of Linda Tuber, by Sisterhood &
Sylvia & David Linsk
Shirley Friedrich, mother of Bernie Grossman, by Sisterhood &
Linda Barankin
SI STERH OOD KESH ER
CAMPAIGN FUND

In Honor of
Birth of Mason Lawrence Goldstein, by Terri and Hal Barrow
Birth of Liam Emmanuel Roman, by Terri and Hal Barrow
Engagement of Harris Heller and Jaime Pearlstine, by
Terri and Hal Barrow
Birth of Hunter Gavin Matt, by Terri and Hal Barrow
In Memory of
Nissan Rahimi, by Terri and Hal Barrow
Carol Treiman, by Terri and Hal Barrow
Ruth Greenberg, by Terri and Hal Barrow
YAHRTZEIT FUND
In Memory of
Nathan Markowitz, Jean Markowitz, and Herb Markowitz, by
Arlene and Stan Goldman
Sophie Goldstein, by Warren Verbit
Sylvia Lipkin’s 9th yahrzeit, by Eileen and Jahn Nolan
Zhanna Dubinsky, Ilia Dubinsky and Valeir’y Levitin, by
Michael Dubinsky
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The Runner’s Chai Sunday October 12th
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See all of the “Ohev2014” pictures online at
https://ohevshalomofbuckscounty.shutterfly.com/pictures
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(Continued from page 7)

the nation. At some synagogues more than 90% of the congregation has been involved. Make it simple. Order a pizza, sit outside, say a few
blessings. Before you know it, Shabbat dinner will be a regular part of your lives. Internet sign up will start next week. Building tradition one
Shabbat at a time.
Join us in February at Havdalah Under the Stars. You will find that starting Shabbat with a special dinner and ending it with a special ceremony
will change your Shabbat experience forever.
Make latkes with us at Hanukah and join us at our always sold out Hanukah dinner.
Come to the community second seder.
Join us at our inexpensive Shabbat spaghetti dinners. Shabbat has to be fun. It does not have to be expensive or difficult.
Be part of our Pot Luck Shabbat Dinner. Kosher rules will be posted on the website. Help your fellow congregants take baby steps towards observance.
BE a part of this wonderful community. Be a part of our great future.
Some nuts and bolts - Every volunteer deserves our thanks and we will have a volunteer Shabbat later in the year to say an official thank you. There are some who
I would like to thank now.
First the Finance Committee – Michael Goldberg, Scott Edelman, Chad Scheiken, Ron Stark and Jeff Birk. I have written and spoken frequently of the structural
financial issues facing the synagogue. I will not go into the details today. Every time one is solved another pops up. Thanks to our Finance Committee we are in
relatively good shape. We have a far better understanding of our financial status than we did for many years; we pay our bills on time and our receivables are being
received pretty much on time. This is a most difficult job that causes much burn out. So if you see any of them, please just say thank you. Or better yet stop
where you are and clap.
We are not out of the woods yet. We have a realistic but aggressive fundraising goal this year and if we make that goal we will close the door on the problems that
I have told you about. We will be in position to spend more money on marketing, outreach, and building a reserve, items that have been deferred for far too long.
And if we make that goal we may be able to roll back some of the dues increase that went into effect this year. Annual appeal and other fundraising do not keep
the lights on. Keeping the lights on and opening the doors is easy. Fundraising turns an ordinary year into an extraordinar y year. If you want to see your
fundraising dollars at work, come to any Shabbat service in February and you will see some of Cantor’s 20 gimel and daled trope students read Torah for the first
time. That doesn’t happen without Annual Appeal. Your generous fundraising dollars make it possible for us to have an ELC music program, to pay the Hebrew
School tuition for needy families, to extend the standard Bnai mitzvah lessons from six months to a year. None of that happens without fundraising. Inclusion
B’kavod is possible only because of fundraising. Without fundraising, some Hebrew School class sizes would be doubled.
So I urge everyone to answer your Annual Appeal letters with as generous a contribution as you feel comfortable making. And I am proud to say that to show its
confidence in our future the Board of Directors has unanimously pledged to support this year’s Annual Appeal campaign. Every dollar helps.
And don’t stop there. Fundraising can be fun.
Join us at the Runners and Walkers Chai 5K at Tyler State Park. Bring your friends. It’s cheap and all proceeds support the synagogue.
Join us in October when the Inclusion B’kavod committee brings us Rabbi Charles Sherman. It’s a Wednesday night so get it on your calendar now. IBK is surely
doing holy work and surely it deserves your support.
Join us at the Wine and Wyeth art auction produced by the Incomparable ladies of the Sisterhood. All proceeds support the synagogue. Free martini bar.
During the cold days of January try your luck at our first Monte Carlo Night.
And in March join us at our spectacularly successful Comedy Night IV.
Second I thank two people who we affectionately refer to as The Rachels – Rachel Saks and Rachel Betesh for their heroic work on behalf of the Early Learning
Center. November and December saw some of our darkest days as a community. That the ELC is open and again receiving awards for its outstanding program is
not an accident. It is because of The Rachels’ hard work and love. Many sleepless nights and missed work days. Surely there is more to do Pre school
enrollment is down across every synagogue in the area and as you know Council Rock is predicting closing three schools. We ha ve the same challenges. But with
the Rachels’ love and attention we have a great chance to succeed.
Thank you to the Inclusion B’Kavod – to Joanne Adar Lindsay Miller Arlene Roman Shelly Rubin and so many others for doing G-d’s work. When a potential
member asks me what distinguishes Ohev Shalom from other synagogues? My first answer – Inclusion B’Kavod.
Finally a huge thank you to my good friend our legal counsel Josh Laff. Josh’s biggest client is Ohev Shalom. We produce a huge number of legal issues from real
estate to personnel. Unfortunately we don’t pay. So at the very least, put your hands together for Josh when you see him.
In the last Torah portion of 5774, the Shabbat before RH - Moses invites each person to renew the covenant with G-d. He says You are standing here today, all of
you, before G-d, the heads of your tribes, your elders, your officers, all of the men, women and children of Israel, the non-Jews among you, those who are here and
those who cannot be here, in order to establish you today as a People unto G-d.” Everyone is embraced. Men women children, strangers who had not converted,
strangers who had converted, those who would be present and those who because of a challenge could not be present, married un married, straight and gay, old
and young. All are embraced all are welcome. If the census taken 40 years earlier is accurate, there are at least a million of them. They crowd the stage. There is
no separation between women and men young and old parent and child. The crowd seeths with excitement. Animals meander among the people. Babies are
crying. Imagine the noise. Imagine the smell. Imagine the excitement. They cheer. They cry. They sing. They dance. They are not connected to their seats.
They are not observers. They are participants in their own drama their own history.
Be not an observer. Be not a spectator. Be a participant in this great community. Be a participant in your history as a Jew. Get out of your seats. Sing dance cry
yell make noise. Lots and lots of noise.
From my family to yours. From the officers and Board of Directors to each of you.
G’mar Hatimah Tovah.
Barry Klein
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Ohev Shalom Presents

MONTE CARLO NIGHT
Saturday, January 10th, 2015
Doors open at 7:00 P.M
Fun Games Cherry Bells
Raffles Bingo

Cocktails

Dessert Bar

