
Features:

Rabbi’s Study	          2

President’s Message      3

I Want to Know               4

Cantor Ocanto-Romo     6

Executive Director          7

B'Nai Mitzvot                   8

Canasta Players	        10

Social Action                  16

New Year Greetings      17

Adult Education            18

Congregants of the
Month                             20

Sisterhood                      22

Go Green	                    24

Donations                       32

NOV-DEC 2022 CHESHVAN-KISLEV 5783

VOLUME 40     ISSUE 2

Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and family and welcomes 
diversity within our sacred community



Rabbi Eliott Perlstein
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Michael Goldstein

President’s Message

The story of the beautiful stained glass art which now adorns 
our synagogue with the inscription אוהב שלום begins in 
October, 2019. The story of the stained glass itself goes back 
much further. How much further? We don’t know. Was it 
ever part of another synagogue called Ohev Shalom? We 
would love to know, but we don’t. 

So, in October 2019, this somewhat serendipitous story be-
gins with Scott Goldstein, who grew up in our synagogue, 
became a Bar Mitzvah and was confirmed here. Scott, who 
is an attorney in a center city law firm, has a colleague whose 
wife Hope is a stained glass artist.  Someone had given her 
this piece some twenty years ago, and it had been sitting in 
her basement ever since. To make an interesting but compli-
cated story short, the existence of this piece came to the at-
tention of Scott Goldstein, who immediately shared the story 
with his parents, Sam and Gail Goldstein. Sam and Gail then 
asked me if I might be interested in this stained glass coming 
to Ohev Shalom. I was surely interested with the first step be-
ing actually seeing it. 

On a rainy December day, a couple of months later, Gail and 
I met with Hope at her home studio in the shadow of Drexel 
University. We walked through the house, entered the studio, 
and saw a somewhat sad looking piece of stained glass lying 
flat on a table. The colors were dull, and parts of the glass were 
broken.  I then thought we should lift the glass, and if possi-
ble, shine some light from behind and get a second impres-
sion. We did just that, and the colors started coming alive. 
This stained glass definitely had a future, but a great deal of 
work would have to be done to restore it. At that point I en-
visioned this art finding a new home in our Ohev Shalom, 
but the decision was with Gail and Sam. Over the years, they 
have been exemplars of generous giving to our synagogue.  I 
was therefore not surprised when they told me that they com-
missioned Hope to begin the restoration project, which went 
on for some six months. With all of that work completed, the 
next question was how to frame it. 

Sam and Gail spoke to a good friend, Joe Hurwitz, also a dear 
member of Ohev Shalom, who they thought might be capable 
of creating an appropriate frame housing the necessary light-
ing. Joe is the President and CEO of Ace Designs in Bristol, 
Pa.  Some years ago, I had visited Joe at his large production 
facility where they manufacture custom fixtures for just about 
any kind of display.  I left amazed by the work going on there. 

Unfortunately, Joe was dealing with the business effects of 
Covid at the time. He was forced to downsize, and he lost a 
couple of his top designers. This was not a good time to take 
on such a project, but Joe did just that. Also envisioning this 
piece beautifying our synagogue, Joe contributed the materi-
als, his design staff ’s talents and all the labor involved. 

A little-known fact is that we have an Arts Committee that 
decides what and where anything hangs inside the Irv and 
Elaine Levin Building, including the Jerry and Zelda Gottes-
man Grand Hall. After considering a few other sites, the com-
mittee’s decision was to display this magnificently restored 
stained glass in its present location. 

Many have commented to me how much they love this beau-
tiful piece of art. Many have asked me what the meaning is of 
the # just to the left of the words אוהב שלום. I am sure this 
stained glass precedes the era of hashtags, so that can’t be it.  
Number Ohev Shalom doesn’t make any sense. If it has any 
Judaic meaning, I have not come across it. If it provides any 
particular meaning to you, please let me know. I am open to 
any and all ideas. 

And so, my thanks to Scott Goldstein, who was, in effect, 
the shadkhan for all of this; to Sam and Gail for wanting to 
bring it to our synagogue and having it restored to its pristine 
beauty; and to Joe for creating the backlit frame that makes 
the glass truly come alive. We are not giving up learning more 
about its history. If we discover anything, I will surely update 
this story.

The Story of the Molw bhoa Stained glass

I hope you all either joined in person or joined our livestream for our wonderful High Holy Day services. Thanks aren’t nearly 
enough to Rabbi, Cantor, Barbara, Hilary, and the entire staff and volunteers for all of their efforts in bringing us all smooth, 
beautiful, spiritual, and meaningful services. 

While the High Holidays are now behind us, there is still an opportunity to contribute to the High Holiday Appeal in a way 
meaningful to you and your family. Any size gift will help Ohev Shalom continue to operate and provide the opportunities and 
experiences from which we all benefit. 

I would also like to reiterate that Ohev Shalom has some amazing events and programs planned for the year. Two that that are 
quickly approaching, and that my wife Courtney and I are particularly excited to attend, include Yad LaKashish coming to 
Ohev on November 17th. As you may know, Yad LaKashish makes beautiful Judaica products through a program where they 
provide creative work opportunities for Jerusalem’s elderly residents. Representatives from Yad LaKashish will be on hand to 
present their products and tell us about their unique mission.

The other event begins on Thursday, December 1st and continues throughout the weekend, when world renowned artist Mor-
dechai Rosenstein joins us at Ohev. During his time with us at Ohev, we’ll have an opportunity to create our own artwork under 
Mordechai’s guidance, and possibly assist him as he paints a work of art for Ohev.

There are so many more events and programs that I didn’t mention. I encourage you to visit the Ohev calendar at https://www.
ohev.org/whats-happening/calendar-of-events/ to view them all.

These events are not the only opportunities to stay connected with Ohev throughout the year. Please come and pray with us 
on a Friday night Shabbat, or Saturday morning, or join the Weekday minyan on Zoom. You can also make a commitment to 
volunteering to assist in running an event. Get involved, engage with the synagogue and your fellow congregants. 

I look forward to seeing you and family at Ohev throughout the year. 

Michael



I want to know!

How many times has a question crossed your mind, and Google didn’t provide a satisfying answer? Have you forgotten the question 
you had when you were in Shul, only to remember after you arrived home? Well, fret no more.

This is your chance to have your thoughts heard, your questions answered. Do you have questions about Conservative Judaism? or 
what is Kosher? or how our security system is protecting us? or anything at all that can be answered by our clergy, board members, 
officers, or anyone else?

Address your questions to “I Want to Know” and email to sharongoldstein@earthlink.net. Be sure to include your full name. Let 
me know if you want your name published, or your initials, or Curious Congregant. I’ll forward your question to the appropriate 
people under my name.

What Do You Want to Know but Were Afraid to Ask?

What are we doing to maintain our security at Ohev?  
The answer from Michael Zimet.

Security today is an unfortunate necessity, but we continue focusing on it to ensure that Ohev is always a safe, welcoming place 
for us all.  
From the moment you’re greeted by one of our trained guards, we continue taking steps to make Ohev secure and comfortable.  
Although we can’t publish many specifics, we’re sure you’ll notice continuing enhancements.  
We’re blessed with outstanding support from the Northampton Township Police Department, which includes regular patrols 
in our parking area.  In addition, we’re conducting walk-throughs of our facility for all the officers, to make them familiar with 
the building, in case of any emergency.  The Tri-Hampton Rescue Squad has reviewed and complimented us on our first aid 
resources, which includes an AED, Stop the Bleed kits, Narcan and other equipment we’ll hopefully never need.  A recent in-
spection by the Northampton Township Fire Department has helped us identify even more opportunities to ensure everyone’s 
safety.  
Perhaps the most important aspect of security is training.  We recently completed emergency response training for our clergy, 
staff, and teachers.  And we’ll soon begin offering several training opportunities for you, our congregants.  
We’re delighted that Federation has finally partnered with the Secure Community Network, the official safety and security 
organization for the Jewish communities of North America.  In partnership with SCN and our own security company, we’ll 
soon offer both online and in-person learning opportunities for everyone.  These will include not only how to respond to active 
threats, but also simple steps we can take for our own personal safety and security at home and wherever we go.  Please watch 
for announcements in your email.  
And don’t forget: when coming to shul – whether for services or any other activity – please bring your fob!  
Although we can’t publish many details about our security protocols, we’re happy to answer any questions you may have or 
even give private walk-throughs to make you aware and comfortable.  Please feel free to reach out to Michael Zimet when you 
see him, or email him at zimet1@gmail.com.  
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Cantor Annelise Ocanto-Romo

Want to come to services but don’t want to rush home to eat? Would you like to get to know some of the Ohev Shalom folks in 
a more relaxed, enjoyable setting? Do you like free food? Join Ohev Shalom’s new initiative- The Kiddush Klub!

This new initiative invites everyone in our Ohev community to join together after Shabbat morning services and share a meal! 
It’s that simple! 

In the 2022-2023 year, we have 6 meals set for every other month on the third Saturday. Our first was on August 20. The rest of 
the dates are: October 22, December 17, February 18, April 15, and June 17.

Our intention is not to recreate Bubbe Gourmet, an Ohev-grown catering business where folks gave a certain amount to pay for 
a luncheon or sweet treats for a special simcha, but rather we are asking that if you feel moved to, please donate so that we have 
enough funds to make these lunches more frequent in coming months, and G-d willing, for future years.

We are inviting folks to give donations by either monetary terms or by time you are lending to help with set-up/clean up. The 
amount we suggest is $180 for the year, $90 for half the year, or if you’re more comfortable, whatever amount moves you.

You can donate on the donation page of Ohev’s website, under the title of “Cantor’s Discretionary Fund” with the attention to 
“Kiddush Klub.” This donation can be through PayPal or sending a check to the office. If you do pay by PayPal (electronically 
online), I will be alerted to your donation. If you pay by check and send it to the synagogue, please add “Kiddush Klub” to the 
memo, and be sure to send me an email, so I can make a note of it!

If you are interested in helping out with your time, we welcome you to help set up/clean up before and after the luncheon for that 
Saturday. Folks usually show up at 11 am to help with set up, and stay a little later for clean up.

At our first KK, the catering company plated most of the food, so there wasn’t much to do, but we’re happy for folks willing to 
help clean up. 

If you donate, we share your names (if you’re open to it) in our Shabbat supplement so we can acknowledge your generosity.

No need to RSVP! Please join us for services and bring your appetite!

Looking forward to sharing a Shabbos meal with you!

Cantor Ocanto-Romo

Simchat Torah at Ohev Shalom

kiddush klub
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Hi, my name is Arielle Birenbaum. I am in 7th grade and I am turning 13 in October. I go 
to Murray Avenue Middle School and I live with my mom and dad, my sister, and my cat. I 
can’t wait for my Bat Mitzvah on November 5, 2022. 

My favorite pastimes are reading a book or playing video games with my friends. My favorite 
book series is Wings of Fire, but I also like the Warrior Cats series. When I am in school I 
play the trumpet in the band, which I have been playing since 4th grade. I plan on continu-
ing it through high school. I also plan on joining the softball team at Murray Avenue. 

For my Bat Mitzvah project, I plan on volunteering at JRA, the Jewish Relief Agency. Peo-
ple who work at JRA pack and deliver food to the people less fortunate than us. I hope to 
become part of that program. 

I’m 13 years old and my birthday is September 2, 2009. I live in Holland, PA and am a 7th 
grader at Holland Middle School. I live with my parents, Kimberly & Michael Kushner, as 
well as sister, Abbey (10th grader at Council Rock South) and sister, Remi (5th grader at 
Churchville Elementary). Additionally, I live with my new favorite living being, puppy, Ton-
ka - a 7 month old Bernadoodle. 

I started at Ohev Shalom as an infant. My hobbies include golf, computer programming, 
video games, cello, and puppy training. My Bar Mitzvah project is extremely important to the 
Kushner family. They are raising funds for Camp No Worries, a week-long camp for children 
with cancer and their siblings.

I would like to thank Rabbi Perlstein and Cantor Annelise for helping prepare for my special 
day on October 16th. I will be sharing this special day with cousin, Ezra. 

Ohev Shalom wishes Ellie Zmuida, our long-time bookkeeper, the best of luck 
in her retirement. 

All financial and billing questions can now be directed to Executive Director, 
Barbara Glickman bglickman@ohev.org

Max Kushner, October 16, 2022

Arielle Birenbaum, November 5, 2022

Hello, my name is Joshua Rozengarten, and I will become a Bar Mitzvah on November 
26, 2022. I have been enjoying going to Ohev Shalom since I was just a couple months 
old. I started studying for my Bar Mitzvah when I was in Kitah Bet or second grade. Af-
ter that I have been involved with Hebrew school on a weekly basis, where I have enjoyed 
seeing my friends and learning about my religion.

I live in Richboro with a caring mother and father and a loving older sister, Abby. I also 
used to live with my older brother, Toby before he turned eighteen and went to college. I 
enjoy spending time with my dog Daisy outside in my backyard and playing soccer with 
my father and sister. I am on a Langhorne soccer team called the Vikings, and I play right 
defense. However,  on my school team, the Holland Hawks, I’m a striker. In school I 
enjoy social studies, math and the speed and independence of middle school as opposed to elementary school. 
Also, I am hoping to join the ski club. Lastly, I enjoy riding my bike with friends and playing basketball.

My Bar Mitzvah project was to raise enough school supplies to give to an entire class of 34 students in Phila-
delphia. For this we collected school supplies such as binders, pencils,  coloring tools, folders, and pencil cases. 
We donated the remaining material to the United Way’s Bristol Help Center. I finished this project late August, 
2022.

I would like to give my thanks to all my teachers I have had since preschool, and a special thanks to Cantor 
Annelise and Rabbi Perlstein for the help they have given me throughout my journey to become a Bar Mitzvah. 
I would also like to thank my father Michael and sister for helping me with my D’var Torah and for practicing 
with me when I needed help.  Lastly, I’d like to thank my mom for helping me with my Bar Mitzvah project.

Josh Rozengarten, November 26, 2022
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Arlene Rosenbaum, Esther Fineman, Karen Bell, Alisa Neifield

Helene Grossman, Joan Schwartz, Joan Dowburd, Susan Roman, Shirley Spector

Lois Wallner, Judy Jolles, Joan Enders, Barbara Lustig

Elaine Perry, Ileene Jaffe, Marilyn Snyderman, Selma Perry, Helene Mahlenbaum

Single player with a special hand Joan Enders

Our Canasta Players
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Please come out to donate at the

Ohev Shalom Blood Drive

Tuesday,December 13, 2022
3:00 - 8:00 PM

Ohev Shalom of Bucks County
944 Second Street Pike

Richboro, PA 18954

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY
Go to www.redcrossblood.org

Search by sponsor code: ohevrichboro

Please bring picture identification. Ohev requests that all donors be fully vaccinat-
ed; masks are optional.  Remember to eat a healthy meal and drink lots of fluids 

before donating.
Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and family and welcomes diversity within our sa-

cred community.
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Ohev Social Action Update - You can help!

SUNDAY, 10/30 - FRIDAY, 11/4   -  10 AM - 3 PM (except Monday)

NORTHAMPTON POLICE DEPARTMENT FOOD DRIVE

Ohev Shalom, along with many other houses of worship in our area, is celebrating Northampton Township’s 300th anniversary by 
joining in the community food drive organized by our township’s police department.  The food will be given to local families in 
need.   Let’s show our community commitment by dropping off Thanksgiving-oriented canned goods and non-perishables to the 
bins on Ohev’s loading dock on Sunday 10/30 and then Tuesday 11/1 through Friday 11/4.  

TUESDAY, 12/6 - SUNDAY, 12/11  -  10 AM - 3 PM

ADULT-SIZE WINTER COAT, HAT AND GLOVE DRIVE

The Rescue Mission of Trenton

Please donate new or gently used adult-size coats, gloves, and hats to help others be warm this winter.  Ohev is supporting the work 
of the Rescue Mission of Trenton, a non-sectarian agency which serves truly needy men and women who have no place to turn for 
shelter, food and clothing. Please drop your items to the bins on Ohev’s loading dock on Tuesday 12/6 through Sunday 12/11. 

TUESDAY, 12/13 -  3 PM - 8 PM

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

You are invited to help save a life on Tuesday, December 13 between 3 and 8 PM. Ohev is again proudly partnering with the Red 
Cross, and we need your help to make this blood drive a success.  

Please sign up on the Red Cross website (www.redcrossblood.org) and search for Ohev’s drive (ohevrichboro).  Most donations take 
about an hour, so book your appointment and become part of this lifesaving mission of the Red Cross and Ohev Shalom! 

MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2023- Cooking meals for the homeless

During 2022, dozens of Ohev congregants have joined with members of other synagogues and churches to help feed the homeless 
and those in need in Bucks County.  Ohev pledged to provide 30+ meals on our assigned days to support our neighbors.  Our 
generous congregants signed up, prepared the promised meal(s) in their homes, and then dropped the meal(s) to the chairperson’s 
home before dinner time.   The meals were picked up by AHTD - Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need and distributed 
that same evening to individuals at set locations in Morrisville, Bristol, and Croydon.  

As we start our second year of this program, we are continuing our commitment for the fifth Monday of the months which have that 
date on the calendar. In 2023, those dates would be January 30, May 29, July 31, and October 30.  

A donated meal packed in a storage or take-out container might be: 

•	 Casserole with side of veggies

•	 Pasta with cheese and peas

•	 Salad with two hard boiled eggs 

•	 Hoagie and chips

It is helpful to add disposable utensils, napkin and drink. A granola bar, fruit, or peanut butter crackers would be a nice addition.  
The portions should be for an adult, as this food may be the only meal the person will have that day.  

To join this project, please sign up via the link on our flyer on Ohev.org.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OHEV’S HIGH HOLY DAYS FOOD DRIVE

The staff of the Penndel Food Pantry of the Bucks County Housing Group expressed their sincere appreciation for the generosity 
and kindness of the Ohev Shalom community.  During our recent High Holy Day Food Drive, Ohev congregants donated over 
1000 pounds of food.  While loading the many bags of groceries, the food bank representative commented on the volume and qual-
ity of the donations: tuna fish, peanut butter, beans, etc.  We received a warm thank acknowledging the thoughtfulness of the Ohev 
congregants.

THANKS FOR SUPPORT OF OHEV’S PROJECT HOME BOOK COLLECTION

We proudly delivered over 15 boxes of books to Project Home supporting the Gloria Casarez Home for LGBTQ+ Young Adults.  
Project Home Books is a social enterprise in which people who have experienced homelessness sell used books online while earning 
a living wage, learning critical skills, and raising funds for this exemplary charity. 

We hope you will get involved in one of our many projects.  New ideas are always welcome.  If you are interested in joining 
our committee or participating in our activities, or if you have any suggestions or questions, please contact us at ohev@ohev.
org or contact Carol at gersongroup@comcast.net or 267-243-4414.

New Year Greetings 

Sherrie Kohn Eisman and Michael Eisman

Stella and Jeremy Linson



Adult Education Calendar, 2022-2023. Leslie Kreithen-Chair
Mark your calendars now for this year’s exciting Adult Ed programs, all on Zoom. The first program is at 7:30 PM; the balance 
are on Thursday afternoons at 2 PM.

1.	 Thurs, Nov 3, 2022. Stephen Sondheim Tribute. Lee Slobodkin.7:30PM.  Enjoy a live musical presentation, featuring 
highlights from some of Steven Sondheim’s works including Company, Sweeney Todd, and Into the Woods. 

2.	 Thurs, Dec 8, 2022. Jewish Photographers You Should Know. Marvin Kreithen. 2PM. The Jewish imprint on 
photography is remarkable. From fine art, reportage, portraiture, fashion and street photography, a staggering number of 
influential photographers have been Jewish.  In TIME Magazine’s 100 Most Influential Photos, Jewish photographers 
account for over 35% of the works. 

3.	  Thurs, Jan 12, 2023. The Jewish Mafia. Herb Kauffman. 2PM. Learn about the myths, stories and events of the peril-
ous period of Jewish American history, from  prohibition through World War II, when Jewish mobsters ruled New York 
and much of the country. Who were the Jewish toughs, from mob bosses through enforcers, gunmen, and bootleggers?

4.	 Thurs, Feb 9, 2023. Marc Chagall in NYC. Sylvia Laudein-Meo. 2 PM. Like other leading exiled artists of his time, 
when Marc Chagall came to New York City during WWII, he worked, exhibited, and created major public works like 
the monumental paintings for the Metropolitan Opera, the glass windows for the UN, and for the Rockefeller family. 

5.	 Thurs, March 23, 2023. Jews In Victorian Literature. Rabbi Carol Harris-Shapiro. 2PM.  Victorian British literature 
offers clues to the attitudes towards Jews in the 19th century--the good, the bad and the ugly. Masterworks of literature 
from Charles Dickens, George Elliot and Anthony Trollope demonstrate how and why certain Jewish stereotypes be-
came part of Victorian society.

6.	 Thurs, May 11, 2023. Restoration of Jewish Historic Sites in the Czech Republic, Rebecca Landau. 2PM. A European 
Union Grant and the Czech Culture Ministry’s 10 Star Project has helped reconstruct and restore many Czech syna-
gogues, cemeteries, rabbinical houses and Jewish study houses that were damaged or destroyed during World War II and 
the next 40 years when the country was under Communist rule.   

Adult Education
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The great, world-renowned Jewish writer and Holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel, reminds us that “Our obligation is to give mean-
ing to life…” Gail and Allan Silverberg, two of the most familiar faces at Ohev Shalom, have indeed followed this teaching. You 
may be surprised to learn about the backgrounds which helped to mold them into our November/December Congregants of 
the Month! 

Gail’s father Raymond served in the U.S. Army in Belgium during World War II. On a weekend visit to Manchester, England, 
he met Gail’s mother Sylvia. They were so taken with one another that a two-year correspondence ensued, and Sylvia was 
brought to America and welcomed into Raymond’s loving family. They were married two months to the day she after she ar-
rived in America, in the family home in Strawberry Mansion. It was Gail’s home as well until she was three years old.

Allan, on the other hand, was born in a Russian Labor Camp in Gruzia during World War II, where his mother was taken 
after returning to her shtetl in Stopnica, Poland, finding her family gone and the shtetl destroyed. After the War, Allan and his 
mother spent five and a half years in two Displaced Persons Camps in Germany while they waited to immigrate to America. In 
1951, with the help of HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) and the Joint Distribution Committee, Allan’s aunt and uncle 
were able to sponsor them to come to America. They eventually settled in Chicago and became members of Congregation Beth 
Yitzchok , where Allan became a Bar Mitzvah.

When her brother was preparing for his Bar Mitzvah, Gail realized that something was missing from her own life; an actual 
void in her being. Even though Jewish holidays were celebrated with family and friends, it became clear to her that she needed 
more. At the age of sixteen, she decided to learn more about Judaism and the importance of prayer. She began attending ser-
vices on Friday nights and Shabbat mornings, studied Hebrew daily with her cantor, and joined the choir. Even as a student 
at Penn State, Gail continued to attend Shabbat services, walking across town to do so. She also became an active member of 
the Hillel there. Allan, in the meantime, began college but enlisted in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam era, eventually being 
assigned to an army base in Germany. Allan was honorably discharged after almost three years of service to our country, and 
completed his college degree on the GI Bill. 

How and when did these two finally meet? From Chicago, to Philadelphia, to Bensalem, Allan began working for Hoshino, 
USA, a major company in the music industry. Gail had returned home from Penn State with a Bachelor’s Degree in Social 
Work. Individually, they chose to attend a get-together for young Jewish professionals in October of 1976. They were married 
in December of 1977 at Temple Sinai in West Oak Lane. Shortly after their marriage, they bought a home in Bucks County. 
Through the gift of adoption, they began their family. Son Avi arrived in 1981, and Gail and Allan began their search for a syna-
gogue. As so many others have mentioned, they found Ohev Shalom’s congregation so welcoming, warm, and haimeshdich that 
they became members in 1984.Two years later, daughter Naomi joined the family, the same year that Gail achieved her dream 
of becoming a Bat Mitzvah as a member of Rabbi Perlstein’s Adult Bat Mitzvah class. Naomi was named on our bimah, and 
both she and brother Avi attended Hebrew School at Ohev, as well as preschool and kindergarten at KleinLife, then known 
as the Klein Jewish Community Center. Both children became B’nai Mitzvah at Ohev, and Naomi went on to be confirmed. 
In the meantime, Gail was also fulfilling another life-long dream – that of becoming a social worker. From a hospital, to Child 
Protective Services with the Philadelphia Department of Public Welfare, to the Travelers Aid Society, to the Jewish Family Ser-
vices in Bristol, and finally to the KleinLife In-Home Support Program (from which she retired after 20 years), Gail was able to 
help literally thousands of people in so many ways. 

It is almost impossible to find an aspect of Ohev Shalom in which Gail and Allan have not participated. Gail has been an active 
member of Sisterhood, at one time co-editing the newsletter/booklet, The Maven. She was an active volunteer for Cook for 
a Friend. We can hear her beautiful voice in Ohev’s Adult Choir, and also when she leads services from time to time. Gail has 
been a member of the Ohev Players from its inception and feels privileged to have been in Joseph, Fiddler, and The Music Man. 
Years ago, Gail was also involved with a play from another theater group at Ohev that was written by an Ohev member, Ilene 
Munetz Pachman. Allan has been an active member of Men’s Club for many years. His heart and soul, however, are truly with 
the Jewish War Veterans Post 697 Holocaust Education Remembrance Program. He is instrumental in promoting, planning, 
and visiting as many places as he can to present this program, at no cost, to schools, churches, synagogues, community centers, 
libraries, and 55-and-over living communities, among others. Survivors and soldiers as well are part of this program. It is ex-
tremely important to Allan that people know the REAL stories, told to them by those who lived through this, survived, and 

will never be forgotten. Before the Pandemic, more than 15,000 people were privileged to see this amazing program over a 
two year period. An avid bike rider, Allan participated in in the 60 mile Ride for the Living in Poland, from Auschwitz to 
Crakow several years ago. He and Gail also spent twelve days in Poland touring Holocaust-related sites with Dr. Michael 
Steinlauf of Gratz College. Presently, Allan makes deliveries for the JRA ( Jewish Relief Agency) each month.

It should come as no surprise, then, that you can find the Silverbergs at services Friday nights, Shabbat mornings, Sunday 
mornings, and weekday evenings. Allan attends Shabbat services once a month at The Little Shul in South Philadelphia, 
one of the oldest surviving row home synagogues. They both graciously provide company and transportation to some of 
our congregants, performing this great mitzvah of bringing the community to Ohev. Before the Pandemic they made every 
attempt to attend as many Shiva minyanim as possible, to ensure that a loving, supportive minyan would be there for Ohev 
families. Gail and Allan’s grandson Logan is part of our Inclusion B‘Kavod program, and these proud grandparents support 
the wonderful activities that are provided. 

Gail and Allan credit both of their mothers for helping to plant the seeds of their love for Judaism and the importance 
of being involved. Allan’s mother Tobey would always say, “Be kind to others,” even after the horrors she experienced and 
witnessed during the Holocaust. Gail’s mother Sylvia taught by example the importance of kindness, acceptance, respect, 
and tolerance of others of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and religious backgrounds. It is of the utmost importance to our Con-
gregants of the Month for Ohev Shalom to remain strong, and to continue to provide a loving, supportive, inclusive, and 
welcoming presence- to give meaning to life! From their lips…

Gail & Allan Silverberg 

November/December 2022 Congregants of the Month
by Eileen Schein
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Sisterhood

I hope that everyone had the opportunity to be with friends and family as they 
celebrated the New Year 5783. You all should have received our beautiful New 
Year Greeting, designed by our very own artist-in-residence, Arlene Frimark. 

 Our schedule is lining up as follows:

Wednesday, October 26, 2022 Sisterhood Opening Event
Thursday, November 10, 2022 Rabbi's Book Review – The Netanyahus

Babka Sale 

Hanukkah Sweet 

Watch your emails for all the details.

Remember-the Simcha Boutique is open on Sundays during Hebrew School, as 
well as by appointment. 

This is the time of year we plan our programs. Do you have a passion, or some 
ideas for programs? Give me a shout out, be a part of our planning team, get 
involved! Email me: ivy.graff@gmail.com. Share your ideas with us!
Would you like to come to one of our board meetings? Email me- we would love 
to have you attend. Our board meetings are via Zoom from the comfort of your 
own home. 

We are all in this together; if you need help with anything, reach out. We are 
always here to listen or lend a hand. That is what Sisterhood is all about!

Looking forward to seeing you, 

B’Shalom,

Ivy Graff

Sisterhood President 



Ohev Shalom’s Go Green Task Force
invites you to

Dedicate Yourself to Make Our Resources Last Longer
We are taught that, in the days of the second temple in Jerusalem, a one-day supply of oil kept the holy menorah lit for eight days.  As we ap-
proach the holiday of Chanukah, let’s dedicate ourselves to protect our earth, reduce consumption, and make our resources go further.

In the last Dove Tale, the Go Green team explored ways to reduce the amount of energy we use to heat and cool our homes.  In this edition, let’s 
look at other ways we can conserve resources and follow tenants of Judaism which instruct us to care for creation and preserve life for ourselves, 
our children, and our children’s children.

Green Your Chanukah
Delight that favorite child with your time as you enjoy a trip to a park or share a museum membership together. Look on FaceBook-type groups 
or thrift shops to purchase used, well-made, sustainable toys.

Honor your friend with the gift of tzedakah to a Jewish or environmental group.  Give something that is both useful and reusable: a reusable 
lunchbox, cloth napkins, a reusable water bottle.  Use the gift to introduce a new way to be green: a gift of beeswax food wrap; stainless-steel 
straws; non-toxic, plastic free personal and household cleansers; silicone or glass food storage containers; or a ceramic countertop compost bin.

Instead of using wrapping paper, place the gift in a reusable grocery bag.

Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose, and Recycle - Only Buy What You Truly Need

Before you press “submit” on a purchase, ask yourself if what you’re about to buy is necessary, multi-use and long-lasting.  The more mindful we 
are about our purchases  - being thoughtful about “needs” vs. “wants” - and the more we reduce purchases of optional items, the less energy will 
be consumed and the less waste will be generated in the end.

Compost at Home or With a Service
Over 51% of the trash that goes to landfills is compostable.  Rather than trapping these food scraps in a landfill where they will build up danger-
ous methane, try composting your non-meat waste in a composter, tumbler, or corner of your yard to create fertilizer to use in your garden.  If 
you don’t want to compost yourself, you can engage a local composting company to pick up your refuse a few times a month.

Your Diet - Eat Less Meat and Dairy

Make “Meatless Mondays” a family tradition.  Eating a plant-based diet saves more carbon pollution than replacing your gas-based car with a 
hybrid.

Even little changes such as shifting away from beef can make a big difference.  Eat more chicken!  You can serve six pounds of chicken making 
the same climate impact as serving one pound of beef.  

Meat and dairy have a large impact on climate change, with livestock accounting for about 14.5% of the world’s greenhouse gases each year.  
That’s roughly the same amount as emissions from all cars, trucks, airplanes, and ships in the world combined.

We invite you to select one or more behavior changes that make an impact.  Pick an action item or two to challenge yourself and your family to 
conserve and make our resources last longer.

Enjoy your Chanukah holiday!  May your candles burn brightly!

With thanks to JCAN ( Jewish Climate Action Network) Boston, JCAN NY, Jewish Boston.
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A huge thank you to our Men’s Club for building the Ohev Sukkah!!
Great job Marty Rudoff, Al Torjman, Steve Laderman, Eric Kleiman, Ron Wolf, 

Jerry Kaplan, Allan Silverberg

Treasurer Al Torjman and Building Chair Mark Kolber working on the Chapel sound system. 
If you’re interested in helping out with building improvements, they welcome your assistance 
or live streams (even from home)…call 215-322-9595
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C O L L E G E  C O N N E C T I O N

In Memory of:

Melissa Levy, beloved wife of Raymond Levy, by Marsha & Michael Freedman

H E B R E W  S C H O O L  A N D  T I C H O N  F U N D

In Honor of:

Levi Freeman, son of Sharon & Justin Freeman, by proud grandparents, Agnes & Gabe Lebovic

Morah Melissa’s class for their outstanding participation, involvement, and appreciation for the guest lesson on Judaism and the 
Zodiac, by Eileen Schein

In Memory of: 

Barbara Katz, mother of Larry Katz, by Jeffrey Brooks, Joan Kramer Brooks & Family

Joseph (Joe) Kaytes, father of Suzanne Gold, by Janice Jacobson

Les Surnitsky, beloved father of Craig Surnitsky, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

I N C L U S I O N  B ’ K AVO D  F U N D

In Honor of:

A full and speedy recovery for Allan Katz, by Lindsay & Steve Miller

In appreciation for the High Holiday Aliyah with my brother, by Sheryl Tobias
The Bar Mitzvah of Isaac Weiss, grandson of Art & Susan Weiss, by Lindsay & Steve Miller

In Memory of:

Joseph (Joe) Kaytes, beloved father of Suzanne Gold, by:
	 Bernice & Ira Berkowitz   

Anne Berlin

Arlene Frimark

Carol & Mitch Gerson

Holly & David Goldberg

Jerry Gottesman & Jean Dowling

Andrea & Mark Kimelheim

Denise & Mark Kolber

Marci & Steven Laderman

Lindsay & Steve Miller

Diane & Mark Novick

Arlene & Warren Roman

Shelley & Andrew Rosen  

   Arlene & Mark Rosenbaum

Ellen & Howard Rosenfeld

Shelley & Len Rubin

   Rosalyn & Marty Rudoff

   Nina & Michael Surden

   Marsha & Warren Verbit 

Fred Selznick, beloved brother of Arlene Rosenbaum by:

   Arlene Frimark

Suzanne & Larry Gold

Lindsay & Steve Miller

Barbara J. Wolfe, beloved mother of Carolyn Savitzsky, by Suzanne & Larry Gold
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C O N T R I B U T I O N S  A N D  D O N AT I O N S 

N OV E M B E R - D E C E M B E R , 2 0 2 2

A DAT H  T I K VA H - M O N T E F I O R E  F U N D

In Memory of:

Joseph (Joe) Kaytes, beloved father of Suzanne Gold, by Ed Grossman

A M Y  R O C KOW E R  M E M O R I A L  A RT  C E N T E R

In Memory of:

Winnie Brownstein, dear mother of Mark Brownstein, by Sharon & Gary Delson

Our beloved daughter Amy Rockower as her yahrzeit approaches, by Ilene & Sy Rockower
 

C A N TO R  O C A N TO - R O M O ’ S  D I S C R E T I O N A RY  F U N D

In Honor of:

With appreciation to Cantor Ocanto-Romo for the beautiful Zoom service on the passing of Lynn Liss, beloved wife of Shel-
don Liss and mother of Joshua (Nikki) Liss and Rachel Liss, by Liss Family.
Our contributions towards the Shabbat Kiddush Klub, by:

   Harriet Feinstein

   Maddie & Eric Kleiman

   Eileen & Jahn Nolan

   Estelle & Michael Rabinowitz

In Memory of:

Fred Selznick, dear brother of Arlene Rosenbaum, by Debbie & Larry Grant

C A N TO R  PA U L  F R I M A R K  M E M O R I A L  F U N D

In Honor of:

The wedding of Marci & Steve Laderman’s son, Jason, to Lauren, by Suzanne & Larry Gold

The 55th wedding anniversary of Mimi & Bernie Pollack, by:

   Suzanne & Larry Gold

   Agnes & Gabe Lebovic

Wishing a speedy recovery to Marilyn Noble, by Suzanne & Larry Gold

In Memory of:

Beth Bondel, beloved sister of Leslie Kreithen, by Carol & Leonard Lebowitz

Hope Gordon, beloved wife of Richie Gordon, by Nina & Michael Surden

Marsha Gray, wife of Charles Gray, by Iris & Mort Segal 
Fred Selznick, beloved brother of Arlene Rosenbaum, by: 

	 Caren & Nate Bosk 

Shelley & Len Rubin

Iris & Mort Segal



M A RV I N  F E L D  M U S I C  F U N D

In Honor of:  

Wishes for Allan Katz to have a new lease on life with his new knee, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

In Memory of:

Fred Selznick, beloved brother of Arlene Rosenbaum, by Denise & Mark Kolber

Mark Shapiro, beloved husband of Alice Shapiro, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

M A X  A D E L S B E R G  TO R A H  R E A D E R S  F U N D

In Honor of:

The hospitality of Idelle Wood, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

In Memory of:

Fred Selznick, beloved brother of Arlene Rosenbaum, by Gail & Sam Goldstein

M E N ’ S  C L U B  F U N D

In Honor of:

A full & speedy recovery for Dave Zeitzer, by Lindsay & Steve Miller

O H E V  S H A L O M  G E N E R A L  F U N D

In Honor of:  

In appreciation for being honored during High Holiday services, by Carol & Mitch Gerson
The 72nd birthdays of our parents, Linda & Bruce Goldstein, by Courtney & Michael Goldstein

With wishes for the full recovery of Jerry Gottesman, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

In appreciation for being honored with an ark opening on Rosh Hashana, by Barbara & Jerry Kaplan
The birth of Avery Lewis Katz, great-grandson of Jerry Weiner, by Sharon Goldstein

The participation of Kurt Sandberg in Rosh Hashana services, by Bubby-Rae & Pop-Pop Sandberg

In appreciation for my enjoyment at Shabbat and High Holiday services, by Bella Teparov

In Memory of:

Joseph (Joe) Kaytes, beloved father of Suzanne Gold, by Susan & Dennis Daly

Fred Selznick, beloved brother of Arlene Rosenbaum, by:

Anne Berlin

Holly & David Goldberg

O H E V  S H A L O M  M I T Z VA H  F U N D

In Honor of:

Eileen Schein’s well-deserved honor of being named Kallah Bereshit, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

In Memory of:

Fred Selznick, dear brother of Arlene Rosenbaum, by Carol & Mitch Gerson
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J A N I E  P E R L S T E I N  M E M O R I A L  F U N D

In Honor of:

Rabbi Eliott Perlstein’s spiritual and meaningful funeral service for Freddi Federman, beloved mother of Elisa (Neal) Hoff-
man, by Eileen & Joe Schein.

The birth of Gabriella Pearl Risch, granddaughter of Candy & Jon Singer, by Shelley & David Geltzer

Izzy Teitelman’s Aliyah during High Holiday services, by Grandma & Poppy (Roz & Jerry Rosenburg)

In Memory of:

Freddi Federman, beloved mother of Elisa (Neal) Hoffman, by Eileen & Joe Schein

Lou Gettes, loving significant other of Wendy Stahler, by Carol & Harvey Edelman 
Joseph (Joe) Kaytes, beloved father of Suzanne Gold, by:

Rabbi Eliott Perlstein

Marsha & Warren Verbit

Eileen Offit, beloved mother, grandmother & great-grandmother of the Roth & Offit families, by Marsha & Warren Verbit

Fred Selznick, beloved brother of Arlene Rosenbaum, by:

 	 Rabbi Eliott Perlstein

Shelley & David Geltzer

Nina & Michael Surden

Mark Shapiro, beloved husband of Alice Shapiro, by Rabbi Eliott Perlstein

J E RU S A L E M  F U N D

In Memory of:

Marsha Gray, wife of Charles Gray, by Scott Segal 

KO P P E R / P O L L AC K  C A M P  R A M A H  F U N D

In Honor of:

Mazel tov to Sharon Goldstein for being selected as our Kallah Torah on Simchat Torah, by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

The graduations of Mimi & Bernie Pollack’s grandchildren:
   Lara Kandel from Ohio State University

   Myles Levine from Eleanor Roosevelt High School, New York City

   Hannah Pollack from Cherry Hill East 
   	 by Marsha & Michael Freedman & Family

Mimi Pollack’s Aliyah on Shabbat Ki Tetze, by Mimi Pollack

Mimi Pollack’s Aliyah on Shabbat Ha’azinu, by Mimi Pollack

Mimi & Bernie Pollack’s honors during High Holidays, by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

Mazel tov to Eileen Schein for being selected as our Kallah Bereshit on Simchat Torah, by Mimi & Bernie Pollack
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O H E V  S H A L O M  S E C U R I T Y  F U N D

In Honor of:

The birth of Avery Lewis Katz, great-grandson of Jerry Weiner, by Jerry Gottesman & Jean Downing

In Memory of: 

Yahrzeit of Mickey Arnold, sister of Jerry Gottesman, by Jerry Gottesman & Jean Downing

Yahrzeit of Reuben Diperstein, father-in-law of Jerry Gottesman, by Jerry Gottesman & 

Jean Downing

Joseph (Joe) Kaytes, father of Suzanne Gold, by Jerry Gottesman & Jean Downing

R A B B I ’ S  D I S C R E T I O N A RY  F U N D

In Honor of:

In appreciation for Rabbi Perlstein’s beautiful and special wedding service of Lance Dotzman to Alexandra Menzel, by his 
proud parents Judy & Doug Dotzman.

The marriage of our son David Levin to Chloe Rosenfeld, by Beverly & Stephen Levin

With appreciation for Rabbi Perlstein’s beautiful Zoom service on the passing of Lynn Liss, beloved wife of Sheldon Liss and 
mother of Joshua (Nikki) Liss and Rachel Liss, by Liss Family.

In appreciation of the Rabbi Perlstein’s kindness on the passing of Arlene’s dear brother Fred Selznick, z”l, by Arlene & Mark 
Rosenbaum

In appreciation of the Rabbi Perlstein’s kindness during Drew Shulman’s recovery, by Fern & Drew Shulman 

Congregational President Michael Goldstein, by his parents, Linda & Bruce Goldstein

In appreciation of being honored with an ark opening on the 2nd day of Rosh Hashana, by Denise & Mark Kolber

In Memory of:

The yahrzeit of Simon Liss, dear father of Sheldon Liss, by Sheldon Liss

R OT H M A N  FA M I LY  E D U C AT I O N  &  B U I L D I N G  F U N D

In Memory of:

Florence Devor, beloved mother, grandmother & great-grandmother, by Andrea & Ted Rothman

S O C I A L  AC T I O N  F U N D

In Honor of: 

Wishing Leslie & Marvin Kreithen many years of ‘nachas’ in their new home, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan.

Sharon Goldstein’s well-deserved honor of being named Kallah Torah by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

In Memory of:

Mildred Altus, dear mother of Marlene Goldfarb, by Esther & Steven Finer

Yahrzeit of Sylvia Lipkin, dear mother of Eileen Nolan, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

Yahrzeit of Mildred Luciw, dear aunt of Denise Kolber, by Denise & Mark Kolber

YA H R Z E I T  F U N D

In Memory of:

Joan Corin, dear mother of Jill Corin, by Jill Corin

Dolores Fleishman, dear mother of Holly Goldberg, by Holly & David Goldberg

Ilona Rosner, dear mother, and grandmom, by Marv Rosner

S I S T E R H O O D  F U N D

In Honor of:  

Speedy recovery for Dani Becker by:

	 Michele & Irwin Bernstein

	 Denise & Mark Kolber

The birth of Cooper Hyatt Gershenson, great-grandson of Harriet Feinstein, by Sharon Goldstein

Sharon Goldstein’s honor of Kallah Torah, by Hedy & Neil Hoffman

Speedy recovery for Allan Katz by:

	 Denise & Mark Kolber

	 Linda Springer

Leslie & Marvin Kreithen: Have lots of happiness in your new home, by Sharon Goldstein

Barbara Ponczek being named “Congregant of the Month”, by Fran & Roy Silverman

Eileen Schein’s honor of Kallah Bereshit, by Hedy & Neil Hoffman

In Memory of:

Harriet Brecher, beloved mother of Dianne Fein, by Fran & Roy Silverman

Joseph (Joe) Kaytes, beloved father of Suzanne Gold, by:

	 Ohev Shalom Sisterhood

	 Susan & Jeff Berk

	 Michele & Irwin Bernstein

	 Miriam & Jeff Gendler

	 Hedy & Neil Hoffman

	 Fran & Roy Silverman

	 Linda Springer

Fred Selznick, dear brother of Arlene Rosenbaum and dear husband of Arlene Kleiman, by:

	 Ohev Shalom Sisterhood

Marsha & Michael Freedman

	 Miriam & Jeff Gendler

	 Roberta & Gregory Gordon

	 Fran & Roy Silverman
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