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Purim is my favorite holiday. I know I’m not the only one 
who feels this way. Some say they love Purim because they 
get to behave far differently than they really are. My love of 
Purim is somewhat more nuanced. Purim permits me to be 
myself. I was Class Clown in seventh grade. In eighth grade 
a Class Clown from another seventh-grade class was now in 
my class. The first day of school, he went over and spun the 
globe and said, “Stop the world, I want to get off.”  I immedi-
ately saw that I was just not in his league, so I decided to be a 
rabbi. I became serious and in ways super serious. 
It was one December 31st when Janie was no longer mobile. 
A great day for me then was if Janie laughed about anything. 
Janie regularly lived with my class clownishness for some 
years, but I knew that I had moved the needle to become full 
blown goofy. 
So that December 31st, I said to Janie that I know I can be 
very goofy and maybe too goofy. I asked Janie to tell me if I 
should stop being so goofy or if it was okay if I just kept it 
up.  It was some years at that time since Janie could speak but 
without words, she could clearly communicate with me. The 
verdict was don’t stop the goofy,
Our practice in the synagogue was to keep the Megillah open 
on the Torah table with the help of a couple of bottles of the 
best Manischewitz wine you can find. People would say to 
me after the service, “Rabbi, you are absolutely sloshed.” The 
truth is, I never drank any wine during the entirety of the Pu-
rim service and the Megillah reading.  I was high on Purim, 
and my Purim persona was on full display. 
One of the sweetest sounds I have ever heard is laughter in 
the synagogue. The more robust the laughter, the sweeter the 
sound.  Laughter is not only sweet; it is holy, I believe. 
My final Purim as Rabbi at Ohev is on the 14th of Adar, 
March 23rd at 7:30 PM.  Because the following day is a Sun-
day, we will be doing the Megillah reading of maybe 16 of 
the 167 verses with the Sunday School and Hebrew School 
children.  Saturday night will appeal to a “more mature” 
crowd. Baby Boomers and Generation X may be our target 
population, but everyone of any age is surely welcome, and 
we guarantee a fun and funny Purim evening for all and some 
reading from all ten chapters of the Megillah. 

Every Purim, we have a birthday cake and celebrate our syn-
agogue’s birthday. At forty-eight, O.S., you’re looking good! 
Here’s to many more playful Purims!

Rabbi Eliott Perlstein

The first ever service of the brand-
new synagogue Ohev Shalom was 
scheduled to be on Purim, 1976. 
They had rented the Friends Meet-
ing House in Southampton. All 

they needed was someone to lead the service. 
Mimi and Bernie Pollack, still wonderfully active members 
and leaders of our synagogue, were among the twenty-some 
founding families. Mimi grew up at Temple Sholom at Large 
and the Blvd., and she called Rabbi Pinchos J. Chazin to see if 
he could recommend someone to do a Purim Service.  So let 
me share a bit of the backstory of how I came into the picture. 
I also grew up at Temple Sholom. The previous year, I had read 
the whole Megillah at Temple Sholom. That is the whole Book 
of Esther with ten chapters and according to Siri, one hun-
dred and sixty-seven verses.  That previous year, Rabbi Chazin 
had called me to read the entire book of Esther for the service  
held in the Korman Chapel that was attended by an older and 
more traditional group than the service in the Main Temple. 
Like reading Torah, the Megillah is read from a scroll which 
means the trope, the cantillation, must be memorized. I look 
back on this and see it as a herculean task. It was not an act of 
hubris that I thought I could accomplish this. It was because 
I never said “No” to Rabbi Chazin. When he asked me to do 
something, I did it. Of the things I remain proud of to this day, 
reading the entire Megillah ranks right up there. 
I don’t recall exactly what I was expecting to do that Purim 
evening, 1976, but I remember vividly looking at the small 
crowd, and I knew they didn’t need to hear all 167 verses of 
the Megillah. Sixty-seven would be far too many.  Six or seven 
would do the trick. I saw that my main audience was young 
children sitting on the floor of the Meeting House. I tried to 
make the experience interactive with the kids, but for a while 
no one raised their hand. Finally, one sweet young girl raised 
her hand. It happened to be Elisa Pollack, Bernie and Mimi’s 
daughter. I called on her and she told me that I was stepping 
on her.... I’m not exactly sure what I was stepping on. I moved 
my foot and carried on. 
If you ask me what my favorite holiday is, I know I have an 
unusual answer for a rabbi. I should say it is Rosh Hashanah, 
as we have an invitation to be introspective and begin a new 
year in a new and better way. Or, I should say it is Pesach, as 
we celebrate freedom and fried matzah. But the truth is that 

The First Purim
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Barbara Glickman
Executive Director
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It’s been over a year since we implemented ShulCloud, our synagogue database and membership management system, 
and a year since we transitioned to Kesef accounting services. As we reflect on this operational transition, I am delighted 
to share the successes and improvements we have experienced.

ShulCloud has improved the way we internally manage our synagogue. With its user-friendly interface and structured 
features, we have streamlined membership management, transaction processing, yahrtzeits, communication, and event 
registrations. Our members can easily update their information, register and pay for events, and make donations online, 
enhancing their overall experience with the synagogue. Non-members can also access the donations page and register 
for events through ShulCloud, helping to centralize these processes.

One of the most significant benefits of ShulCloud has been the improvement in our organizational workflows and 
efficiencies. The system has automated many manual processes, such as membership payments, sending of statements 
and event registrations, saving us time and reducing the risk of errors. We can now focus more on website development, 
member engagement, enhancing our programs and services, as well as continuous improvement of synagogue opera-
tions.

In addition to ShulCloud, we transitioned to Kesef Accounting Service, which has further improved our financial man-
agement. Kesef has provided us with more accurate and timely financial reports, helping us make informed decisions 
about budgeting and resource allocation. The streamlined processes have also made it easier for us to track synagogue 
accounts, donations, vendor management donations, as well as to ensure compliance with financial regulations.

Overall, the implementation of ShulCloud and Kesef accounting service has been a success. We are grateful for the 
support of our members, officers, board of directors, professional staff and clergy in making this transition smooth and 
successful. We look forward to continuing to enhance our operations and to serve our Ohev community better.

Thank you for your ongoing support and participation in our synagogue. Let’s set up a date to meet for coffee. Email 
me at bglickman@ohev.org.

Enhancing Synagogue Operations: 
A Year with ShulCloud and Kesef
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Shari Sabath
Education Director

We are entering my favorite part of the Jewish year. The months of Adar and Nisan usually fall somewhere in the 
months of February, March, and April. During the month of Adar, we celebrate the holiday of Purim. There are four 
specific mitzvot of Purim: hearing the reading of Megillat Esther, eating a festive meal called Seudat Purim, giving gifts 
of food called Mishloach Manot (giving means receiving too), and Matanot L’evyonim (gifts to the poor). We also have 
fun dressing up and eating triangle cookies called hamantashen in English/Yiddish and Oznei Haman (Haman’s Ears) 
in Hebrew. The celebration is not only during the one day of Purim but the entire month. “MiShe’Nichnas Adar, Mar-
bim B’Simcha” - “When Adar begins, our joy increases” - We have at least two weeks to demonstrate our increased joy. 

This year is special. As in the solar calendar, this Jewish year is a leap year. The Jewish calendar doesn’t add just one day 
to the calendar; we add an entire month - Adar 2. We have two months of Adar. We have an extra four weeks to increase 
our joy. During the six weeks leading up to Purim, we will celebrate in specific ways during each session by dressing in 
a theme: Hat Day, Pajama Day, Favorite Color Day, Support Israel Day, etc. So, when you see crazy things happening 
on Sundays and Wednesdays, you’ll know why. Our Purim celebrations will culminate in the Hebrew School joining 
Purim services on March 24th and participating in the service. Everyone is invited.

As soon as Purim is over, we start thinking about Pesach (Passover), which occurs in the following month of Nisan. I 
love Passover. For one week I enjoy eating matzah. I don’t eat it during the rest of the year. The first piece of matzah with 
butter is my first celebratory act. I like the anticipation which begins after Purim. I like shopping for special food and 
determining the menu for seder. On some level, I even enjoy getting rid of all chametz (leaven) by preparing my kitchen 
and home. 

One of my favorite seders was when my mother lived with us while on hospice. She was able to join us at the table for 
the first seder, but was too tired to leave her room for the second one, so we brought the seder to her. I knew that her 
attention span would be limited, so instead of reading the contents of a more traditional haggadah, I created a Passover 
seder using videos on YouTube. I created a playlist which exemplified the parts of the seder. We sang along and watched 
the videos. It was great to see all the wonderful creative material out there to help our seder be the best it could be for us. 

Remember that this is supposed to be fun. We are supposed to enjoy and celebrate our holidays. 

B’shalom u’vriut (with peace and health)

Shari Sabath

Education Director

2024 March and April
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A kibble Torah on Terumah

   Today’s parsha (February 17, 2024) is all about the Mishkan, “Bring or take for 
me gifts… to… make for Me a Sanctuary, and I shall dwell among them.”

   Then we had the Mishkan, today we have the synagogue.

   Interesting thing about a synagogue, you can see the façade, you can admire 
the decorations and things inside, but the largest and strongest parts you can’t 
see, the superstructure and foundation. It is these two things that will deter-
mine how long, or well, your structure will endure.

   The most important part of the synagogue is not the artwork, not the Ark, not 
the superstructure or the foundation - it’s the congregation.

   On Shabbat morning, you may look around and see twenty to thirty people in 
a shul that has over a thousand people associated with it. But rather disparage 
the showing, consider that those absent also form the strength and durability of 
the shul. The dues of those who only show up for simchas and High Holidays also 
keep the doors open the rest of the year. Many are volunteering for things you 
might not even think about. Some of their children go on to become the Rabbis 
and Cantors of tomorrow.

   It’s hard to appreciate what you cannot see. 

Shalom aleichem,

Yaakov
From the desk of Jahn Nolan

THINKING ABOUT –

S3Living helps Active Adults find the perfect 55+ Community  
or Life Plan Community (CRRC).

S3Living represents YOU, not the communities. We will  
recommend the best solution to meet your individual needs.  

Call the Delaware Valley’s leading expert on  
Independent Senior Living

David Reibstein, President
215-870-7362

Call today for a free consultation

THINK ABOUT – 
S3Living     Strategic Senior Solutions

Moving?
Moving to Independent  
Senior Living?
Selling your home?

S3Living.com

Hi. I’d like to introduce myself. I am Aliza Feldman, Youth Chair at Ohev. Along with Shari Sabath, we 
run and plan activities for our 3rd through 7th graders. All of the activities are scheduled to begin immedi-
ately following Sunday morning Hebrew school and run approximately one hour. All in-house activities 
are free. If we leave the synagogue campus, there is a small fee. We host activities like baking cookies, Min-
ute-to-Win-it, Family Feud, relay races, Scattergories, Hamantaschen making, and cupcake decorating. 
Our goal is to give the children a fun place to socialize outside of the classroom setting. We’ve received 
some feedback from our Hebrew school students on activities they’d like to participate in. Shari and I try 

to have an activity the first Sunday of each month from September to May. One of us gathers the students at dismiss-
al and they eat a dairy, peanut-free lunch that is brought with them. We usually begin the activity by 11:45 and are 
done by 12:45. We’d love to see as many of our children participating as possible!! If you have any suggestions for 
activities, please email me at leez1131@verizon.net.

youth chair



On January 14th, my Gimel class decided that we wanted to make cards for the Israeli soldiers as part of the syn-
agogue mitzvah of service honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Each student that day created a card, and then I 
took their photo holding the card they created. I messaged my friend Ira Stern, who lives in Israel and asked if I 
mailed him the cards, could he give them to soldiers. He then told me that the following Sunday, his mother -in- 
law was coming to Israel, and that I should drop the cards at her house. I quickly printed the pictures I had taken 
of my students with their cards and ran them over to her house, which was only minutes from where I work. On 
Friday, Februry. 5th, I received pictures of soldiers at Beit Arieh in the West Bank holding my Gimel students’ 
cards. I can’t express how choked up I became, seeing them holding my students’ pictures, and what it means to 
them that we here at Ohev Shalom care.

Morah Marla 

Gimel class MLK project
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Household Needs and Food Collection 
 

Tuesday, March 12 - Sunday, March 24, 2024
10 AM to 3 PM

to support 

A Woman’s Place 

In honor of Esther and Vashti, Ohev Shalom will collect household items 
and food to support A Woman’s Place and their clients on Purim.  A Wom-
an’s Place (AWP) provides support, shelter, and financial empowerment 
programs to people experiencing domestic violence and to their children.

Please drop off at Ohev’s loading dock new, full-sized containers of:

Household items: Paper plates and cups, plastic cutlery, laundry detergent 
pods, 13 gallon and 30 gallon drawstring trash bags, paper towels, tissues, 
disinfectant spray, all-purpose spray cleaner, glass spray cleaner, plastic 
wrap, aluminum foil, dryer sheets, baby wipes.

Food: peanut butter, jelly, cereal, oatmeal, canned vegetables, canned 
fruits, canned pasta, canned tuna, canned beans, pasta, rice

Thank you for supporting this essential, life-saving program!
Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and family and welcomes diversity within our sacred 
community. 11

LET ALL WHO ARE HUNGRY, 
COME AND EAT

DONATE HAMETZ 
AND OTHER FOOD

TUESDAY, APRIL 9 - SUNDAY, APRIL 21    
10 AM - 3 PM

OHEV’S LOADING DOCK

When you clean out your non-Passover food, please drop off 
your unopened containers of hametz - as well as any other 
non-perishable food in cans and unopened cartons -  to Ohev 
Shalom’s loading dock from Tuesday, April 9 through Sunday, 
April 21.  We will donate this collection to the Mitzvah Food 
Program and Warminster Food Pantry to help our neighbors in 
need. 
Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and family and welcomes diversity within our sacred 
community.



Ohev Social Action Update

The Social Action team is inviting you and all other Ohev congregants who would like to reach out 
to the Bucks County community to join our team. Whether you would like to help with one pro-
gram that spikes your interest, cook a meal to be given to the needy, give blood or, perhaps, help 
our committee lead a program, please do join us! 

REQUEST YOUR PA MAIL-IN BALLOT 
FOR APRIL 23 PRIMARY ELECTION

Pennsylvania’s primary election is scheduled for Tuesday, April 23, the first full day of Passover. You can 
still vote - by mail! 

To find the mail-in ballot request, go to vote.pa.gov/appymailballot. Scroll down to the bottom of the page, 
check off the box that says “I’m not a robot” and click “Begin your application.” You’ll complete a form 
asking for identifying information including your PennDOT driver’s license number, your PennDOT iden-
tification card number, or the last four digits of your Social Security number. Your completed request will 
be sent to your county board of elections office for processing. If you include your email address in your 
application, you can track your ballot.

If you get your application in by 5 PM on April 16, you will receive a ballot in the mail. Fill out the ballot, 
date it properly, and send it back in by 8 PM on election night. You can also deliver your ballot to your 
county’s board of election office or drop it into a secure drop box in your home county. Check your coun-
ty’s website for drop box locations.

Thanks to the Jewish Exponent, December 27, 2023, for the detailed explanation of the process.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS AND FOOD COLLECTION 
FOR A WOMAN’S PLACE

Tuesday, March 12 - Sunday, March 24 10 AM - 3 PM

In honor of two brave women, Esther and Vashti, Ohev Shalom will again collect household goods and 
food to support A Woman’s Place on Purim. Founded in 1976, A Woman’s Place (AWP), provides sup-
port, shelter, and financial empowerment programs to people experiencing domestic violence and to their 
children.

To help AWP meet the basic needs of these vulnerable people, please drop off at Ohev’s loading dock 
new, full-sized containers of:

Household items: Paper plates and cup, plastic cutlery, laundry detergent pods, 13 gallon and 30 gallon 
drawstring trash bags, paper towels, tissues, disinfectant spray, all-purpose spray cleaner, plastic wrap, 
aluminum foil, dryer sheets, baby wipes.

Food: peanut butter, jelly, cereal, oatmeal, canned vegetables, canned fruits, canned pasta, canned tuna, 
canned beans, pasta, rice

Thank you for supporting this essential, life-saving program!

DONATE YOUR HAMETZ AND OTHER FOOD
Tuesday, April 9 - Sunday, April 21 10 AM - 3 PM

When you clean out your home of non-Passover food, please take time to drop your unopened containers 
of hametz - as well as any other foods or kitchen supplies - to Ohev Shalom’s loading dock from Tuesday, 
April 9 through Sunday, April 21. We’ll split this collection between the Mitzvah Pantry in Bensalem and 
the Warminster Food Pantry to help our neighbors in need. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, May 7 2:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Please help save a life on Tuesday, May 7 between 2:30 and 7:30 PM. Ohev is again proudly partnering 
with the Red Cross, and we need your help to make this blood drive a success. 

Please sign up on the Red Cross website (www.redcrossblood.org) and search for Ohev’s drive (ohevrich-
boro). Most donations take about an hour, so book your appointment and become part of this lifesaving 
mission of the Red Cross and Ohev Shalom!

JEWISH RELIEF AGENCY (JRA)
Sunday, May 19

Keep your eyes open for details regarding this family-friendly event as Ohev again supports the Jewish 
Relief Agency by volunteering in their food warehouse in the Far Northeast. The JRA serves over 6,800 
diverse, low-income individuals across Greater Philadelphia by relieving hunger, improving lives, and 
strengthening our community. 

THANK YOU!
MLK DAY SERVICE EVENT

Kudos to the 70+ children and adults who gathered at Ohev on MLK Day, January 15 to assemble break-
fast bags for the senior participants in KleinLife programs in NE Philly. We also collected 82 pairs of gloves 
to give to the Mitzvah Pantry for their clients. There was fun and work for everyone as our congregants 
decorated the bags, created cards, produced over 140 food packages, and celebrated our community 
together. 

We hope you will get involved in one of our many projects. New ideas are always welcome. If you 
are interested in joining our committee or participating in our activities, or if you have any sug-
gestions or questions, please contact us at ohev@ohev.org or contact Carol at gersongroup@
comcast.net or 267-243-4414.

12 13



Sean 
March 30, 2024

Hi, my name is Sean. I was born and raised in Bucks County and have been a member of Ohev Shalom since I was 
in kindergarten.

I am a middle school student. I play soccer with CRUSA Intermural, and I am involved in Boy Scouts. I am on the 
road to becoming an Eagle Scout. I have a goal of 53 merit badges.

As a family we love to travel, try new experiences and foods. We have been on several cruises visiting many different 
islands. Every December we take a trip exploring cities on the East Coast. I am very excited to go to the Mediterra-
nean this summer and cruise to 11 different cities.

Although I don’t have any siblings, my two cats Chloe and Luna keep me company and busy at home.  
I also consider my cousins to be my siblings. We love having family and friends over to hang out and swim. 

I celebrate the Jewish Holidays with my mother’s family in New York…and although those traditions continues, we 
recently lost my Grandma and Grandpa, who I called Little Grandma and Little Grandpa, so holidays look a bit 
different. I know they are proud of me. 

On my dad’s side we are excited that my Big Grandma and Grandpa will be there to celebrate. Sadly, my Grandpa 
Ron recently passed away, but I know he would be so impressed by all of my accomplishments.  

I will be collecting food for Royce’s Rescue in Richboro. Royce’s Rescue is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization at 
Sommerfield Stables. It is dedicated to the rehabilitation and placement of neglected or unwanted horses, dogs and 
cats. Royce’s Rescue is made up of animal lovers and professionals who decided to take assertive action to help ani-
mals in need. To learn more: https://www.roycesrescue.org/

I look forward to celebrating my bar mitzvah and want to thank Rabbi Pearlstein, Cantor Annelise and Eileen 
Schein for preparing me for the big day. And thank you to my parents for all the love and support you give me.  

Jared Isaac
April 13, 2024

My name is Jared and I am in 7th grade. Math, science, and social studies are my favorite 
subjects in school. My religious school experience started in kindergarten at Beth Shalom 
Synagogue and beginning in second grade, I continued my religious school experience by 
attending Ohev Shalom of Bucks County. When I am not in school, I enjoy playing soc-
cer and basketball, and learning how to play the piano. I also enjoy attending 76ers, Ea-
gles, Phillies, and Flyers games, and going on vacation with my family. During the summer 
months, I attend Camp Nock-A-Mixon overnight camp where I enjoy swimming, STEM, 
playing tennis, hockey, lacrosse, and aeroball with my friends. For my Mitzvah Hesed project, my family and I 
volunteered with the Jewish Relief Agency ( JRA), and I played the piano at the Horsham Center for Jewish Life. 
For the JRA, we packed boxes of food and household items and delivered them to various homes in Bucks Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania. At the Horsham Center for Jewish Life I played popular songs on the piano for the residents. It 
was a good feeling to help provide those in need with groceries that they could not afford. It also gave me great 
pride and put a smile on my face when I performed for the residents. I would like to thank Barbara Glickman, 
Shari Sabath, Cantor Annelise Ocanto-Romo, Rabbi Perlstein, and my Hebrew school teachers for their help pre-
paring me for my Bar Mitzvah and for supporting me during my years at Ohev Shalom. I would also like to thank 
my parents, my sister Lauren, extended family, and friends who have always been there for me. I appreciate their 
love, wisdom, and support and I am looking forward to my Bar Mitzvah.

sisterhood
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As I write this message, the sun is bright and it is a warm, beautiful afternoon. I know it is just a tease, but knowing 
Spring is around the corner makes me a very happy person. This means it is time for Purim.

Our annual Janie Perslstein Shalach Manot Basket Sale is in full swing; $118 provides a basket for all religious school 
families and congregants, as well as clergy and religious school staff.  Questions: email ivy.graff@gmail.com 

In true Sisterhood fashion, no year is complete without a Sisterhood Bingo. This year we are proud to say we are bring-
ing BINGO back in person on Thursday, April 11th at Ohev Shalom, and you will not want to miss this GREAT event. 
Register TODAY! Questions: email Linda Springer tantalaya1015@comcast.net, 215-450-2405.

SAVE THESE DATES IN MAY 

Sunday, May 5th -Women’s League Spring Conference @ Ohev Shalom

Friday, May 10th -Sisterhood Shabbat

All Sisterhood members are encouraged to participate. Contact Fran Silverman,  hmjbmom@comcast.net if you would 
like to be a part of this wonderful evening celebrating women.

Sunday, May 19th Sisterhood Torah Fund event to Honor/Remember our beloved Iris Segal (z”l )

The Simcha Boutique (Sisterhood Gift Shop) is open on Sundays during Hebrew School and always open by appoint-
ment. Just give us a call to make arrangements, and we are happy to help in any we can! We have tallitot, kippot, kiddush 
cups, giftware, jewelry and art work.

Call Linda Springer 215-450-2405 or Barbara Ponczek 215-783-9113

Remember, being a part of Sisterhood is the best “present” you can give yourself ! You are never alone - your sisters will 
always have your back. It’s knowing that through thick and thin, you’ll always have someone on your side.

We look forward to seeing you at our next event !

B’Shalom, 

Ivy



Sisterhood Bingo & Dinner 

 
 

FOOD, BINGO, PRIZES, 
& FUN 

 
BRING YOUR 

FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY 

 

Thursday, April 11, 2024 
 

 

Registration / Boutique Tickets    5:15 pm 
Dinner                                               6:15 pm 
First Number Called                        7:15 pm 

  

BBoouuttiiqquuee  BBaasskkeettss,,  5500//5500,,    
SSppeecciiaallss  aanndd  FFuunn!!    

 

BYOKB (Bring Your Own Kosher Bottle) 
 

RSVP by Monday, April 1, 2024 
$30 per person 

To be held in person at 
Ohev Shalom of Bucks County 

944 Second Street Pike 
Richboro, PA 18954 

 
 

BINGO & Dinner at Ohev Shalom      ______                  Thursday, April 11, 2024 
      RSVP by April 1, 2024 to guarantee seating                                      $30 per person 

 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Phone: ____________________   Number attending: __________ Amount enclosed: ___________ 

 

Max 12 per table.  Please seat me with: 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Make checks payable to Ohev Shalom Sisterhood and mail to:  

 Linda Springer, 130 Titus Court, Richboro, PA 18954 
Email: tantalaya1015@comcast.net    Questions? Call 215-450-2405 

Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and family and welcomes diversity within our sacred community. 
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Welcome new
members!

Zehavit & Dylan Weisman
Amanda Lowy & Mory Garfinkle

Bettina & Daniel Rabinovich
Deana & Stanislav Ritvin

Stefany Mazor, Andrew Rutner
Allison Carter

Vivian & Leo Fuhrman
Hillary & David Weller

Kenneth Federman
Anna Mazor & Dov Blutstein

Dana Katz
Cara & Marshal Davis

Victoria & Joseph Homan
Alexis & Jordan Harris

Lauren & Andrew Blum
Maya LaPeter & Greg Hritz

Amanda & Salomon Vainstain
Judy & Matt Weisensale

Melissa & Scott Silver

20

 

 

SSIISSTTEERRHHOOOODD  OOFF  OOHHEEVV  SSHHAALLOOMM  

HHAASS  BBIIGG  PPLLAANNSS  FFOORR  22002233--22002244  
  

Summer Program  

August 9, 2023 
 
 Sweet in the Sukkah  
 Tuesday, October 3, 2023 

 
PPaaiidd--Up Membership Event 
Hands on Program  
Tuesday, October 24, 2023 

 
RRaabbbbii’’ss  BBooookk  Review  
TThhee  HHeeaavveenn  &&  EEaarrtthh  
GGrroocceerryy  SSttoorree  
Thursday, November 9, 2023 

 
IInntteerrggeenneerraattiioonnaal 
MMaannddeell BBrreeaadd  BBaakkee    
Wednesday, November 
29, 2023 

 
LegoMan -Family Event 
Saturday, December 9, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 

Hanukkah SWEET         
Tuesday,  
December 12, 2023 

Brainwash- Game Show   
Saturday, January 13, 2024 
 
Tu B'Shevat (afternoon) Craft 
Program  
Wednesday, January 24, 2024 
 
Chili Cookoff 

Sunday, February 4, 2024 

Shalach Manot- PPUURRIIMM  

BBIINNGGOO  - In Person  
Thursday, April 11, 2024 
 
Flower Arranging 

SSWWEEEETT  

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 
 
Closing Event Thursday 
June 6, 2024 

 

Ohev Shalom celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and family and welcomes diversity within our sacred 
community 



Do you shop at 

House of Kosher ?
Great. Wonderful, Terrific !

Now you can also 
DONATE to OHEV at the same time !

It’s simple…
At Check-out

Give them the number
1976

 (the year Ohev opened)
And we will receive 2% of your purchase.

It all adds up and it’s so easy for you to do.
REMEMBER 1976 …when you check out !!

Any questions please feel free to reach out to
Linda Springer   tantalaya1015@comcast.net
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Men’s Club

A Jewish man took his Passover lunch to eat outside in the park. He sat down 
on a bench and began eating his matzah, complete with perforations and all.

A little while later a blind man came by and sat down next to him. Feel-
ing neighborly, the Jewish man passed a sheet of matzah to the blind man.

The blind man handled the matzah for a few minutes, concentrat-
ing intently, and finally exclaimed, "Who wrote this? It's genius! "

Another funny from David Zeitzer, Men’s Club co-President

13
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Golda Meir, the fourth Prime Minister of Israel and the first female head of government in the Middle East, reminded us 
to “Make the most of yourself by fanning the tiny, inner sparks of possibility into the flames of achievement.” No better 
example of one who has done just that is our March/April Congregant in the Spotlight, Ivy Graff. 

Ivy spent most of her childhood in East Meadow, Syracuse, and Monticello, NY. She attended the Cejwin Camp (Central 
Jewish Institute) in Port Jervis, NY for many years, both as a camper and a counselor. She was also instrumental in starting 
a BBYO (B’nai Brith Youth Organization) chapter in the early 1970’s in Monticello, NY. During high school and college 
summers there, Ivy could be found waitressing at the Concord Hotel and Kaplan’s Deli – the real Borscht Belt!

 At SUNY Binghamton, Ivy earned her degree in mathematics. Her first job out of college was for Stouffer’s in their man-
agement training program. How lucky for all of us that this job brought her to Philadelphia in 1979! A career in computer 
programming soon followed.

 At the Beth Sholom Elkins Park singles group, Ivy met Stuart, and they were were married in 1987. Ivy’s mother always 
emphasized the importance of not only belonging to a synagogue, but also being involved and recognizing what an im-
portant part of life it should be. So when Saul and Shelley Jacobs encouraged Ivy and Stuart to check out Ohev, they fell 
in love immediately. It was one of the best decisions they ever made.

Ohev Shalom has always been a welcoming, warm environment for the Graffs to raise their daughters; one where they felt 
they wanted to be involved and give back. Both of their daughters, Stacie and Carla, are Ohev preschool graduates. They 
celebrated their B’not Mitzvah at Ohev and were fortunate to have Rabbi Perlstein officiate at both weddings and at the 
naming of Ivy and Stuart’s first grandson, Isaac Leo Ferman. Both daughters and their families are also current members 
of Ohev.

As their daughters were growing up at Ohev, so did the whole family. Stuart has been a member of Ohev’s Choir for 30 
years. Ivy was involved in PTO for the preschool and religious school and also taught one of the 3 year-old classes in the 
preschool from 1995-1999. She has held numerous positions on the Sisterhood Board over the years, but most important-
ly, Ivy has been Sisterhood President since 2016, a role she continues today. It is in this role that her leadership, creativity, 
dedication, determination and commitment continue to shine. Under her direction, Ivy and our outstanding Sisterhood 
members have arranged countless programs for our synagogue community, raising thousands and thousands of dollars to 
support Ohev Shalom. Did you enjoy SWEET in the Sukkah? Thank Sisterhood. Rabbi’s Book Review? Shalach Manot? 
Bingo? Flower Arranging? Canasta? Have you visited our Simcha Boutique? Did you enjoy meeting the candidates for 
Rabbi Perlstein’s position after he retires? Yes, Ivy and her cohort Linda Springer played important roles in the arrange-

ments. It takes an impressive leader to bring all of this together while keeping her sense of humor as she handles 
programs well-planned in advance as well as those requested with a moment’s notice. She does all of this while she 
and Stuart own and operate a title insurance company.

In Ivy’s own words: “Ohev Shalom is my home. It is such an integral part of who our family has become and who 
our friends are. Being a part of Ohev and watching it thrive over the years is the sweetest reward.” Mazal tov to Ivy 
Graff, who has indeed brightened our world with her flames of achievement. 

 

Ivy Graff – Congregant in the Spotlight 

March/April 2024
by Eileen Schein
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fiddler on the roof- revisited
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D E D I C AT I O N S

M A R C H  -  A P R I L  2 0 2 4

A DAT H  T I K VA H - M O N T E F I O R E  C H A P E L  F U N D

In Memory of:

 Herbert Harris, who showed his love to everyone he met, by

Marc, Sione & Rachel Harris (Children)

Phyllis & Sam Bellman

Michele & Irwin Bernstein

Rita & Al Brodsky

June & Harvey Cantor

Alice & Sam Heller

Marsha & Chet Heller

Ileene Jaffe

Linda & Steve Jaffe

Bonnie & Jack Kapenstein

Rose La Kier

Carol & Len Lebowitz

Elaine Levin

Lisa & Steve Portnoy

Ed Schneider

Marcie Shore

Shelley Unger

Estera & Art Weiss

Marta & Steve Wexler

A N N UA L  A P P E A L  F U N D

In Memory of:

 Herbert Harris, beloved husband of Marlyn Harris, by Carol & Leonard Lebowitz
 

B E N N E T T  Z I O N  F E L D  M E M O R I A L  L I B R A RY

In Memory of:

 The yahrtzeit of Bennett Zion Feld, beloved son of Soni Feld, by Judy & David Friedman

M A RV I N  F E L D  M E M O R I A L  M U S I C  F U N D

In Honor of:

 The good health of Michael Eisman, by Florrie Fisher

 The recovery of my dear, brave, closest friend, Rene Gordon, by Soni Feld

 The speedy recovery of John McGrath, by Soni Feld

 The 80th birthday of Allan Silverberg, by Lois & Bill Gorodetzer

The 46th anniversary of Gail & Allan Silverberg, by:

Sandy & Bruce Blumenthal

Lois & Bill Gorodetzer

In Memory of:

 The yahrtzeit of Bennett Zion Feld, beloved son of Soni Feld, by Ilene & Mark Pachman

 Belle Fisher, beloved mother of Madelaine (Maddy) Kleiman (Eric), by:

Soni Feld

Eileen & Jahn Nolan

   The yahrtzeit of Hyman Gruberg, beloved father of Harriet Rellis, by Harriet & Steve Rellis

 Harvey Jaffe, beloved husband of Linda Jaffe, by Meryl & David Lubchansky

 Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert), by Soni Feld

The yahrtzeit of Ingeborg Nolan, beloved mother of Jahn Nolan, by Jahn & Eileen Nolan

Iris Segal, beloved wife of Mort, mother of Scott & Lee and grandmother of Erin, Eli & Alex, by:

Carol & Leonard Lebowitz

Harriet & Steve Rellis

C A N TO R  PA U L  F R I M A R K  M E M O R I A L  F U N D 

In Honor of:

    The 46th anniversary of Gail & Allan Silverberg, by Florrie Fisher

In Memory of:

    Meyer Brockman, beloved father of Barney Brockman (Anita), by Arlene & Warren Roman

    The yahrtzeit of Jeannette Gruber, beloved mother of Harriet Rellis, by Harriet & Steve Rellis

    The yahrtzeit of Martin Gruberg, beloved brother of Harriet Rellis, by Harriet & Steve Rellis

G E N E R A L  F U N D  &  F I N A N C I A L  A I D 

In Honor of:

 The 80th birthday of Fred Lieberman, by Lois & Bill Gorodetzer
    

The Lucky lottery winners, who donated their winnings to this fund.

Alan Frank

Beth Gittlen

Maia & Joseph Welsh

 Our friend and neighbor, Shelley Rosen, for her job as producer of “Fiddler on the Roof,” by Betty Goldfield

 A very joyful and memorable 90th birthday for Gail Wiener, by

Eileen & Joe Schein

 Ola and Joel Wiener

Joanne & Scott Wolf
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In Memory of:

 The yahrtzeit of Bennett Zion Feld, beloved son of Soni Feld, by Soni Feld

 The yahrtzeit of Marvin Feld, beloved husband of Soni Feld, by Soni Feld

    Belle Fisher, beloved mother of Madelaine (Maddy) Kleiman (Eric), by Eileen & Joe Schein

    Herbert Harris, beloved husband of Marlyn Harris, by:

Marlyn Harris

Anne M. Heasley

   Sandra Panico & Stuart Levin

  Helen McCue

Eileen & Jahn Nolan

Dana Harris Ohayon & Ygal Ohayon & Family (Children)

Eileen & Joe Schein

Susan Shenkman

Sybil Swerlick     

Sandra & Morris Weinstein 

  Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert), by:

Lisa & Lee Blum

Florrie Fisher

Arlene Frimark

Barbara, Haim & Evan Glickman & Family

Sharon Goldstein

 Maddy & Eric Kleiman

  Eileen & Jahn Nolan

Eileen & Joe Schein

    Lynn Liss, beloved wife of Sheldon Liss, by Sheldon Liss

    Ferne Porter, beloved sister of Gail Goldstein (Sam), by Florrie Fisher

     Lillian Sherrin, beloved mother of Arnie Sherrin (Janet), by Shelley & Len Rubin

    H E B R E W  S C H O O L  &  T I C H O N  F U N D 

In Honor of:

 The marriage of Randi & Bruce Pashko’s son Zachary Pashko to Alesha Levenson, by Michele & Martin Machles

 The marriage of Toby Pashko’s grandson Zachary Pashko to Alesha Levenson, by Michele & Martin Machles 

 The 21st wedding anniversary of Susan & Carl Schwartz, by Michele & Martin Machles

In Memory of:

 The yahrtzeit of Manny Fisher, beloved father of Florrie Fisher & Micki Popkin, by Florrie Fisher

    Herbert Harris, beloved husband of Marlyn Harris, by Roberta & Greg Gordon

J A N I E  P E R L S T E I N  M E M O R I A L  F U N D

In Honor of:

 Rabbi Eliott Perlstein, on the occasion of his retirement, by Scott Goldstein

 The wedding of our beautiful and wonderful children, Missy Edelman & Scott Silver, by Carol & Harvey Edelman

 Much love and happiness to Missy Edelman & Scott Silver on their marriage, by Barbara & Haim Glickman

 The marriage of Carol & Harvey Edelman’s daughter Melissa (Missy) Edelman to Scott Silver, by Renie & Frank Glassman

In Memory of:

 Herbert Harris, greatest dad in the world, by Ron Harris & Family (Children) 

 Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert), by:

        Debbie & Larry Grant

        Wendy & Larry Krevitz

Lillian Sherrin, beloved mother of Arnie Sherrin (Janet), by Ivy & Eric Frajerman

KO P P E R / P O L L AC K  C A M P  R A M A H  S C H O L A R S H I P  F U N D

In Honor of:

 Mark Kolber being named Congregant in the Spotlight, by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

The birth of Ava Michelle & Mason Levi Wolf, precious twin grandchildren of Ron Wolf & Joyce Tennenbaum, by Mimi & Bernie 
Pollack

In Memory of:

 Howard Daviid Cohen, beloved father of Shari Silverman & Lisa Cohen, from Mimi & Bernie Pollack

 Belle Fisher, beloved mother of Madelaine (Maddy) Kleiman (Eric) by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

   Herbert Harris, beloved husband of Marlyn Harris, by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

Shirley Horowitz, beloved mother of Barry Horowitz, by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

Julie Kauffman, beloved mother of Debbie Zimmerman (Harry) by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert), by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

Michael H.  Levin, beloved husband of Jeannie Levin, by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

Harold Veloric, beloved father of Lori Snow (Mark), by Mimi & Bernie Pollack

 M E N ’ S  C L U B  F U N D 

In Memory of:

 Herbert Harris, beloved husband of Marlyn Harris, by Eileen Weigand

C A N TO R  A N N E L I S E  O C A N TO - R O M O  D I S C R E T I O N A RY  F U N D

In Honor of:

 The 80th birthday of Fred Lieberman, by Lois & Bill Gorodetzer

In Memory of:

 Herbert Harris, who valued his family, friends and felt very close to G-d, by his widow, Marlyn Harris

Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert), by Gail & Sam Goldstein

 Iris Segal, beloved wife of Mort, mother of Scott & Lee & grandmother of Erin, Eli & Alex, by Florrie Fisher

O N E G / K I D D U S H  R E V E N U E 

In Honor of:

 The naming of Ava Jordyn Dotzman, with love, by grandparents, Judy & Doug Dotzman, and parents, Danielle & Justin Dotzman

 The 80th birthday of Fred Lieberman, by Lois & Bill Gorodetzer
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R A B B I  E L I OT T  P E R L S T E I N  D I S C R E T I O N A RY  F U N D

In Honor of:

    The engagement of Scott Goldstein, son of Gail & Sam Goldstein, by Florrie Fischer

    The 80th birthday of Fred Lieberman, by Lois & Bill Gorodetzer

In Memory of:

     Herbert Harris, who valued his family, friends and felt very close to G-d, by his widow, Marlyn Harris

     The yahrtzeit of Linda Joy Weiner, beloved daughter of Jerry Weiner, by Jerry Weiner

R OT H M A N  FA M I LY  E D U C AT I O N  B U I L D I N G  F U N D

In Memory of:

     Sheila Selma Grossman, beloved grandmother of Jamie Neuman (Sam) & Family, by Andrea & Ted Rothman

     Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert) by:

Lisa Brown & Jared Brown

 Andrea & Ted Rothman

      David Rothman, beloved husband of Lisa Rothman, by Lynda, Bob, Jonathan & Rachel Kerr

S E C U R I T Y  F U N D

In Honor of:

     Shirley Druker, whose birthday was a lucky lottery number for her brother, Jerry Gottesman, who donated his

     winnings.

     Mark Kolber being named Congregant in the Spotlight, by Jerry Gottesman & Jean Downing

In Memory of:

    Belle Fisher, beloved mother of Madelaine (Maddy) Kleiman (Eric), by Jerry Gottesman & Jean Downing

    The yahrtzeit of Zelda Gottesman, beloved wife of Jerry Gottesman, by Jerry Gottesman & Jean Downing

    Herbert Harris, beloved husband of Marlyn Harris, by Jerry Gottesman & Jean Downing

    Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert), by Jerry Gottesman & Jean Downing

S I S T E R H O O D  F U N D

In Honor of:

    The special birthday of Gail Wiener, by Sharon Goldstein
    

In Memory of:

     Inge Booker, beloved mother of Evie Shaffer (Irv), by:

Sisterhood of Ohev Shalom

            Miriam & Jeff Gendler

           Fran & Roy Silverman

     Belle Fisher, beloved mother of Madelaine (Maddy) Kleiman (Eric), by:

            Sisterhood of Ohev Shalom

Arlene Frimark

Sharon Goldstein

Ivy & Stuart Graff

Hedy & Neil Hoffman

Linda Springer

     Herbert Harris, beloved husband of Marlyn Harris, by:

Sisterhood of Ohev Shalom

Geri Brody

Sharon Goldstein

  Fran & Roy Silverman

     Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert) by:

Sisterhood of Ohev Shalom

Hedy & Neil Hoffman 

Arlene & Mark Rosenbaum 

     The yahrtzeit of Yechiel Leibish Nagel, beloved father of Paula Spigler, by Paula Spigler

     The yahrtzeit of Aaron B. Edelman, beloved father of Paula Rosenzweig, by Paula & Avei Rosenzweig

      Iris Segal, beloved wife of Mort, mother of Scott & Lee, grandmother of Eryn, Eli and Alex, by:

Joanne & Howard Babbitt

Sandy & Bruce Blumenthal

Roberta & Greg Gordon

Linda & Mark Shapiro

Fran & Roy Silverman 

S O C I A L  AC T I O N  F U N D

In Memory of:

    Reyna (Malka) Israel Korodo, beloved mother of Sara Torjman (Albert), by Harriet Feinstein

The yahrtzeit of Howard T. Lipkin, beloved father of Eileen Nolan, by Eileen & Jahn Nolan

YA H RT Z E I T  /  Y I Z KO R  F U N D

In Memory of:     

     The yahrtzeit of Sylvia Gingold, beloved mother of Helene Peyton (Ron), by Helene & Ron Peyton     

     The yahrtzeit of Serena Zelmanovitch, beloved mother of Lili Rubin, by Lili Rubin
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YOUR  AD  COULD BE HERE 

CALL BARBARA 

215 322 9595 

 

 



Dr. Eliott N. Perlstein,  Rabbi Rabbi@ohev.org

Annelise Ocanto-Romo, Cantor Aocanto-romo@ohev.org

Paul Frimark (z”l), Cantor Emeritus 

Barbara Glickman, Executive Director Bglickman@ohev.org

Shari Sabath, Education Director Ssabath@ohev.org

Member of 
United Synagogue 
of Conservative 
Judaism

       
Synagogue Office Staff

Michelle Machles,
Administrative Assistant

Elizabeth Gallagher
Bookkeeping Assistant

(215) 322-9595

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023-2024

Michael Goldstein, President@ohev.org    Marnie Dratch, Education Chair

Eileen Schein, Vice President    Linda Springer, Adult Education Chair

Sara Torjman, Vice President    Hilary Leboff, Fundraising Chair

Lindsay Miller, Vice President    Lauren London, Hebrew School PTO Co-Chair

Al Torjman, Treasurer     Rebecca Israel, Hebrew School PTO Co-Chair

Hedy Hoffman, Recording Secretary   Carol Gerson, Social Action Chair

Mitch Gerson, Legal Counsel    Aliza Feldman, Youth Chair

Diane Pevar, Immediate Past President   Allan and Gail Silverberg, Directors-at-Large, Caring Initiative

Mark Kolber, Building Chair    Susan Raczynski, Director-at-Large, Interfaith Outreach

Eileen Nolan, Communications Chair    Mindy Rockower, Director-at-Large, Young Family Engagement

Eric Kleiman, Ritual Chair    Julie Schieken, Director-at-Large, Retention

Michelle Kaufman, Programming Chair   Ivy Graff, Sisterhood President

Craig Surnitsky, Membership/ Publicity Chair  Steve Miller, Men’s Club Co-President

Sharon Goldstein, Dove Tale Editor   Dave Zeitzer, Men’s Club Co-President

 


